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Preface

In compiling these notes relative to Saltville, no literary
skill is attempted, and there is no chronological sequence of
arrangements. This book record was requested by those who
read some of the stories published in the local newspapers a
few years ago.

Some of the information was gathered from the fgllowin.g
people who related their experiences of long ago, a_nd in the}r
honor and the interest of their descendants and friends, their
names are here recorded:

Mrs. Joe C. Kent (Fannie P. Roberts); Mrs. Bal Little
(Texas Phipps) ; Mrs. Jim Phipps (Amanda Taylor); Mrs. J. C.
Thomas (Roberta Musslewhite) ; John Montgomery; P. A. Cov-
erston; Samuel A. Routh; Brooks Hughes; Bill Barnett (color-
ed) ; and perhaps others whose names cannot be recalled.

No doubt considerable portions are reiterated from his-
tories produced by L. P. Summers, Judge Walter Robeljtson,
Goodrich Wilson, and R. N. Price, as well as newspaper items
pertaining to Saltville. |

Miss Eula Lee Haynes has been of invaluable assistance in
compiling this record, and of collecting pertinent data. She
has carefully prepared the material, and has done the typing
in its entirety. Without her assistance, perhaps the notes
would ever remain just loose notes,



Chapter I

THE VALLEY

Sa]tville is a beautiful green valley of spontaneous growth
of blue grass which clothes not only the hills, but even vies
with the trees for space on the mountains. One is enchanted
by the freshness of the atmosphere which is continuously puri-
fied by the abundance of greenery, and he is enchanted by the
- ever changing view of the mountains in the distance. Stand-
ing upon one of the hills, one can recognize beauty and grandeur
in all directions. Before him as far as the eyve can see, hills
backed by the mountains covered with trees, tall and strong,
ever bespeak the glory and majesty of their maker.

C. R. Boyd, in his “Resources of Southwest Virginia,” has
this to say about the valley:

“Qaltville stands in broken groups in a basin, cut by the
hand of nature out of an emerald. This lovely vale sits the
mistress of all secenery! Beyond the power of description, a
vocabulary of praise would hang like an ugly web upon its
quiet beauty. Tt is sweetest nature in its noblest moment froz-
en into eternal repose. It is a poem of Heaven, making music
in the hearts of the glad and the sad alike. It is the last and
most beautiful touch of the Almighty Hand, renewed every
year in changing hues, speaking plainly, ‘This is my handi-
work! Behold itV

“So are the many other beautiful pieces of nature’s paint-
ing in this county, but all must yield the palm to Saltville
Basin.”

Thomas L. Preston spent his early boyhood at Saltville
and as a young man hunted all over the hills and mountains
for many miles around. Charlie Talbot, an illiterate moun-
taineer and the best rifle shot in all the country side, was
Preston’s constant companion on his hunting excursions. In
1845 Senator Preston, then fifty-one years old, was visiting
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his brother at the Salt Works. Looking out toward the white
rocks on top of Clinch Mountain, he said:

“I would like to go up there once more before I die and
have Charlie Talbot with me.” The trip was arranged and the
senator and the mountaineer hunter and cattle herdsman went
side by side, as familiar and congenial and happy together as
when they were boys. Passing through a cleft in the rocks,
the old huntsman suddenly exclaimed:

“Lord, William, what a scuffle thar’s been!” Then he pru-
ceeded to describe from the signs on the ground, a “scuffle”
that occurred when a panther sprang from the ledge upon a
deer. He said, “That thar painter hain’t fur from here right
now; he must a run when he heerd us coming! The deer hain’t
fur from here nuther!” Then trailing like a dog he went to a
pile of leaves and pulled out the fresh carcass of a deer, torn
with tooth and claw.

Senator Preston always said that Saltville, as he knew it,
was the most beautiful spot on the face of the earth, and he
traveled far and wide in America and Europe. When the level
basin on which Saltville is partly built was a lake alive with
water fowl, and the hills around were covered with virgin for-
ests, it must have been a marvelously beautiful place. Even
now, the view coming over the ridge on the new road from
Glade Spring is one to delight. the eye and stir the soul.

(6)

- Chapter 11

OLD HOMES — DEAD HORSE IN HALLWAY

In order to desighate boundaries, there is found no method

that has been able to supplant the ancient landmarks that are
carried down through the ages from mouth to ear as living
monuments to past events and places.

The “William King House” is located in the upper end of
the valley on the southeast side of the road known as “Smokey
Row,” about one hundred yards from the road and nestled in a
beautiful surrounding of shade trees and flowering shrubs.
Smokey Row derives its name from a.row of houses on both
sides of the highway in the upper end of town and is in Wash-
ington County, and the rest of the town is in Smyth County.
Not far from these houses is the railroad built on a grade which
requires considerable effort — puffing and smoke on the en-
gine’s part to pull the freight out of town.

The King house was built of logs about 1796 by William
King, who was spoken of later ag “William King the Elder,”
because there were several Willilam Kings who subsequently
engaged In salt manufacture here.

In the years that followed, this house was occupied by Ben-
jamin K. Buchanan who set out many silver-lea’_f poplars.

Then Mrs. J. E. B. Stuart moved in. She was the widow
of the U. 8. army officer, Confederate major-general of cavalry
— James Ewell Brown Stuart — known familiarly as “Jdeb,”
He was a graduate of West Point, helped put down civil war
in Kansas; during the War Between the States fought in battle
of Bull Run, Seven Days’ Battle, Manassas, Antietam, and
Fredericksburg. He succeeded Stonewall Jackson as corps com-
mander at Chancellorsville and played an important part in the
Gettysburg campaign. He was fatally wounded at Yellow Tav-
ern near Richmond in 1864, and buried in Hollywood Cemetery,
Richmond.
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Later the house was occupied by William H. Wiley, son of
Dr. E. E. Wiley, and father of Charles E. Wiley, Sr.

John C. Dabney then occupied this William King House.
Lee Rector, the father of Mrs. George F. Atkins, of Glade
Spring, was living there about 1901.

Later it was occupied by G. Victor Little who passed away
in 1944. The Sidney Snodgrass family is presently living in
this house.

A short distance back of the house is a spring that furnish-
ed the early inhabitants with their domestic supply of water.
It was known as the “Goiter Spring” because people thought
that those who used the water developed goiters.

About three hundred yards east of this house on the same
side of the road stood an elaborately constructed log house
which in its infancy belonged in the class of “mansions” and
was occupied by Worley H. Musslewhite. Before the War Be-
tween the States, several of his children were born in this
house, then during the war they moved to Palmer Town, in a
little house on the river. Immediately after the war, they
moved back into the same house and resided there until 1890,
when they bought the house on the river and moved into it
again. Mr. Musslewhite is the father of Mrs. Charlie Palmer
who built a magnificent home in Abingdon.

Another daughter, Margaret Musslewhite, married G. Vick
Mitchell, and they lived in the “Musslewhite House” (the “Ark™)
for several years, Jim Little, the father of the above G. Victor
Little, also lived here. This house was razed in 1937.

- Nearby was the site of the old brick schoolhouse erected
by George W. Palmer in 1876. Further east, Mr. Palmer built
a brick store in which he had his office. It also housed the
telegraph office, mayor’s office, and jail. Across the road in
front of this store stood the railway station, lumber yard and
lime kilns. This was the center of business in that day, and
is still referred to as “the old store,” although only a small
portion of the original building is now extant; it is used as
an office for the upper well field.

(8)

On the southeast side of the Valley is located the house
known as the “William A. Stuart House.” Mr. Stuart moved
into this house when the late ex-governor Henry C. Stuart was
five years of age.

Subsequent occupants were Ernest Middleton, Ernest
Meiere, the late town mayor W. B. Porterfield (father of Rob-
ert Porterfield, the founder of the famous Barter Theater of
Abingdon), J. M. Archer, D. L. Brown; and the present owner
is Walter P. Stuart. .

To the east is the Manning Pé,l_mer House which was occu-
pied by A. M. Bowman, Charles F. Palmer, and K. D. Urquhart.
Known as the “Club House,” it is now a two-family apartment.

Some distance east of the Club House on the same side of
the road was the Old Palmer Mill and stables. The site is known
as the Palmer Springs, which now supplies part of the potable
water for Saltville, .

Continuing around the Valley is the hcuse generally called
the “George W. Palmer IHouse,” but which was first started
by -Colonel Thomas Madison who built a small log cabin in 1789.
General Francis Preston greatly enlarged this cabin and lived
there until 1810. A number of families have lived there, and
the house is now used as a two-apartment house. There is
seratched on the window pane in the living room of -one apart-
ment the words “Estel Johnson — October 1, 1828.”

In the other,”the window panes are so old and weather-
worn- that they appear to be frosted glass. The oddity is re-
vealed by the contrast of replaced panes.

It is said that a man by the name of Jesse Dungan, who
made the stone chimney to this house, exercised a custom of
his by standing on his head on-the top of the chimney bkefore
descending and removing the scaffold. :

Orientation is had by another landmark — the Kent House.
It is supposed to have been built about 1800 for a Mr. Painter
who lived in it for a number of years, then afterwards by Floyd
Hurt. A. H. Miller, living there, set out the sugar maples in
1870. Mr. Miller is the father of the late Henry A. Miller, who
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was the timekeeper for Mathieson Alkali Works for many years,
and later prominently engaged in business in Bristol and par-
ticularly in the banking business,

Sam F. Thompson used the house as a hotel for several
yvears. He also ran a livery stable connected therewith, and
kept his horses in a barn at the rear of the house. The doors
of the house were rather large as compared with doors of later
date. One of the old horses became sick, and seeking comfort
from his master, staggered through the back door into the
front hall and there dropped dead. Dead horses in the front
hall would never be a conducive recommendation for a hotel,
but it certainly advertised this one.

In 1898, the late Joe C. Kent rented the house and made
it into apartments. Two of his children, Shields and Mabel,
continue to live in the main portion of the building.

The Old Hotel, or Palmer Inn, was built by George W.
Palmer in 1858, and the main part of the building is still used
for apartments.

Mr. Palmer also built a frame schoolhouse, or long shanty,
with two or three rooms, between the Paimer Inn and the Union
Church. Very little is known about this house, but it was built
presumably in 1865,

The Bal Little House was located west of the “old store,”
just across the railroad track and to the left of the road lead-
ing into the hills toward the river. It was in this locality that
limestone rock was quarried and burned into lime in a kiln built
in the bank across the track in front of the “old store,” near
the railway station.

Bal Little was living in the house in- 1896 and remained
there until about 1925. It was soon afterward torn down, and
in 1949, Harry Smith and his son-in-law, Ashley Sexton, erected
a house of cinder blocks on the site of the old log house. In
preparing the foundation of the new house, several metallic
relics were unearthed, such as hand-made hinges, locks, keys,
a gold pencil and some jewelry.

(10)

In 1877, a Mr. Rennick lived in this house. He was an
office clerk for Mr. Palmer in the “old store.” Subsequent to
him, a Mr. Hamm, who was the school teacher, resided there.

The houses in Saltville in 1893, when P. A. Coverston came,
were in addition to the landmarks previcusly mentioned, four
on British Row, a similar one near the Episcopal Church, the
dim Phipps house which was between the middle school build-
ing and the railway tracks, adjacent to the Scott furnace.

British Row is a row of houses'in the lower end of town,
near the plant. They accommodated the families who helped
to build and operate the alkali plant.

The Tom Smith House was near the Georgia salt furnaces
on the road leading to the river. There were several shanties
and long buildings, called “shacks,” where bachelors lived and
did their cooking and house work. They were located near the
“old store,” almost directly on the dividing line of Washington
and Smyth counties, and near the carpenter and blacksmith
shops, which for years were managed by J. C. “Cal” Fewell,
who married Miss Gay Musslewhite.

Another location of sevelal shagks and %hantles was near
the old salt plant, or Georgla furnace. These shanties were
the only places where transient negroes could find food and
sleeping quarters.

Across the fracks.in front of the Jack Diggs home were
shanties where several families of colored pecple lived. These
were destroyed by fire about 1909, and since they were old and
in a bad state of repair, no effort was made to save anything
except the oceupants. The shade trees, bushes, and flowers
in which the shanties were so beautlfuily nestled were also con-
humed 1n the flarnes
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Chapter 111

A PIONEER HOUSE

A pioneer house stood in the Valley of Saltville for more

than one hundred years, and is representative of the homes
built by the early settlers, not only for a place of abode, but
as fortifications against the inroads of marauding Indians.

The house was nestled on a knoll, overlooking the valley
traversed by the North Fork of Holston River as it meandered
through the laurel beds in its relentless journey; and beyond
was the majestic mountains clothed in the finery of evergreen
trees — fir, pine, cedar, and arbor vitae, above which towered
" the sturdy oak, chestnut, ash, and hemlock.

There were the perennial flowers along the fence; and
along the path leading from the stile to the house, spirea
bushes contested the right-of-way.” The lilac bush by the chim-
ney had withstood the ravages of many winters and also the
annual breaking of flower branches sent to children of the
old home place.

The five-room house was built of carefully hewed logs, with
two rooms downstairs and two above; and an eating room in
the back. In later years, rooms of frame construction were
added.

The kitchen was separate from the living quarters, and
was composed of two rooms. One was_the hreakfast room, or
butler’s pantry, and the other the kitechen proper. It had not
only a large iron cooking stove, but also an enormous fireplace
in which most of the cooking was done.

The front of the house had two doors and a long porch cov-
‘ered with clapboard shingles. There was a smalil hole through
the door just above the inside latch. A string attached to the
latch lever would be poked out through the hole during the day
and pulled in at night when the door was to be locked. Hence
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“the expression of welcome to a friend of the family, “The latch-

string is always on the outside to you.”

Inside the living room was another fireplace, in which huge
backlogs were dragged in by the men and rolled into place.
Smaller logs and firewood furnished the blaze and heat. Near-
by were always the turkey wings for fanning the fire, and the
brush broom for sweeping back the embers. In a tumbler on

‘the mantelpiece were little rolls of paper used to light the

lamps or candles, They served as matches. Should the fire

"zo out, it was necessary at times to go a half mile to borrow a

chunk of fire from a neighbor. This was done by imbedding
small chunks of hot burning wood in ashes and carrying them
in a bucket, This kind of fire was frequently used by milady
as foot warmers when travelling by carriage.

"The shelves containing 'a few old books, bric-a-brac, and
the family Bible were suspended on the white-washed walls, or
"‘newspapered" walls, by cords run through empty spools. The
spools acted as legs between the shelves. In a corner was the
spinning wheel; the loom was stored in “the lumber room.”
The carpeting was roughly woven of rags and lay in somewhat
irregular folds on the floor.

The other downstairs rdom, used for company, had straw
matting on the floor and withal, an atmosphere of austerity.
Its odor was different from the living room. It was always
closed to keep it clean and cool, and it felt chilly even in the
summertime. The living room, in addition to the chairs and
stools, had a bench against the back wall to accommodate large
crowds. The bed, too, served as seats when actually needed.

The doors and windows did not fit tightly, and when the
wind blew, the cold winter draft was freezingly felt on the
side away from the fire. One would freeze on one side and
burn on the other, even though turning in a slowly spinning
manner.

A large table on which were always jellies, molasses, but-
ter and milk, and the caster of several cruets, stood in the
eating room . On one side wag a long bench that would con-
veniently seat five or six people; on the other side and at the

{13)



ends were chairs. In a corner was a cupboard filled with dishes,
bowls and tureens. There were two doors in this room — one
opened into the living room and the other outside near the
kitchen. :

The kitchen which always felt warm, inviting and com-
fortable, was the most used part of the house. The pantry
was Tilled with dishes, pots, pans, ladles, and other cooking
utensils. The cupboard was loaded with canned foods — pre-
serves, jellies, fruits, sausages, spare-ribs, tenderloin, and cut
hams. The meats were salt-cured and stored in the meat house;
the hams were smoked and hung on the rafters. In the center
of the kitchen stood a puncheon table which was also used as
a meat block.

The rock fireplace, with an extensive hearth, was the heart
of the kitchen. It was about five feet wide and four feet high.
There were cranes built on pivots on both sides of the fireplace.
They were so arranged that pots, kettles, and covered pans
could be filled, suspended and then rotated over or into the fire.
Nearby on an iron peg were pot hecoks of different lengths.

Hot wood embers were nearly always present, and with the
aid of a turkey wing, a good fire could be had in a short time.

Barbecued meat was conveniently broiled before the hot
embers. Corn pones were baked on flat boards before the fire,
and the taste of those delectable pones with chitterlings is in-
describable. Supper frequently was a “family” pie, made in a
pan about fifteen by ten inches, and three inches deep. The
Die dough was rolled out rather thick, almost like biscuit dough,
and put into the pan. Fruit, or chopped meat was poured in
and covered with another layer of. dough. The whole ivas then
covered with another pan and cooked foi~hours in the hot ashes.

In serving, a chunk was cut nut with a large ladle, and
served in a soup plate.

Water was conveyed in wooden barrels on sleds, from
springs of cold water issuing from the mountains. Laundry
water was caught in rain water barrels that always stoed un-
der the spouts from the eaves. '

(14)

Chapter 1V

PEOPLE

N'ot only is the scenery beautiful, the climate ldelightful,
the temperature mild, the atmosphere bracing, but withal, the
people are hospitable, congenial, and neighborly.

‘Tt has often been remarked that when new people come to
this town to teach school or as ministers, they are very reluc-
tant to leave. '

Many of the people of Saltville are descendants of pioneers
who first settled in this section, and they have remained here,
and many have never worked anywhere else except at the
Mathieson plant.

As a whole, the people hdve fine standards of citizenship,
and their ambitions center around the wholesome things of life.

They are friendly people and always ready to lend a he.lp—
ing hand. This good fellowship marks the one thing of which
Saltville people boast, and which cannot be sensed in a _large
city. Too, this fellowship cannot be bought in a small town
or large city; it has to be cultivated!

When there is sorrow or trouble, the people are like one
big family, eager to serve and share the burdens. In thelr_
pleasures, too, they unite and play as well as work together.

The late P. A. Coverston gave a description of the town
which impressed him with its beauties when he first arrived
here in Octobel 1893:

“Why should any one want o leave Saltville? One of the
garden spots of God’s creation where He has shown on every
side His lavish love for His erring children — greater natural
blessings than here cannot be found! Fresh, bracing air, crystal
bubbling springs of purest water, rich and fertile fields, and
a generous variety of mineral deposits, all are centered here.
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We could indeed hope to find no more of His rich gifts any-
where.

“Saltville is good enough for me and I hope to be useful
enough to be missed from her fold when I have answered the
last roll call.”

A visitor to Saltville once asked a resident who indicated
great pride in his town, *“This is the part of the country where
you make good moonshine, isn't it?”

“Well, sir,” answered the Saltville man, “you won't find
any moonshine made around Saltville. But if there wuz, you
can bet it would be the best in the world!”

(16)

Chapter V

SALT

One of the most important components in the life of the

American people is the simple, but vital, constituent known as
common salt. In the Saltville valley, there have been produc-
tions of salt compounds for more than half a century.

The compounds are supplying some of the materials used
in the production of daily newspapers, transportation, medi-
cine, industrial machinery, and the general chemical flow. Salf,
which at first sight appears as an uninteresting and prosaic
substance, is in reality one of the most interesting of bodies,
with a romance as great as that attached to almost any other
substance.

Common salt is a beautiful crystalline mineral, one of the
most widely distributed of all minerals. Rocks of almost all
kinds contain at least a trace; it occurs in all rivers, brooks,
ponds, and the sea. It is a necessary constituent of blood. The
saltness of sea water is one of the earliest natural facts which
the children of sea-bordered countries learn. Large quantities
of salt are obtained merely by the evaporation of sea water.

A full grown man of 165 pounds contains about 1.1 pound
of salt and requires annually some 15 to 18 pounds of salt in
order to maintain his health, Deprive him of salt and he will
most surely die. The gastric juice of the human stomach con-
tains about 0.2% of hydrochloric acid, derived from the salt
consumed with the food, without which the process of diges-
tion could not function.

However common is salt, its components are not very com-
mon. This substance which is so necessary for life and health
consists of only two elements — a green gas and a soft silvery
metal.  Both of these are well-known elements to the chemist
and industrialist. They are respectively Chlorine and Sodium.
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Chlorine is a most powerful bleaching material, and syc},
a deadly suffocating poisonous gas that it has been usedq
w.,varfal.‘e to exterminate the enemy over vast territory. St)diulmn
Is a violent caustic material which will actually decompose wg
ter, setting it on fire, and will actually burn beneath the qur‘
fe}cc?. It is fatally dangerous in the hands of untrained. inh
dividuals. Nothing is more wonderful and more surprisin-
than the way in which the two elements unite, and as the reg
sult of their union bring forth a substance utterly different il;
every respect from the component elements. They neutralize
thietmselves Intc a gentle and safe compound — common taple
salt.

Rock salt is very hard, yet it dissolves readily in water.,
I-t melts.lce, vet it helps to freeze ice cream. It kills plant
life, but it preserves foods.

_YOl} may look at salt until your eyes hurt, you may ex-
amine 1t' under the most powerful microscope, you may grind
}t to an impalpable powder, and yet in it you will discover noth-
ing akin to the yellow gas or silvery metal. This is one of the
strange facts of true chemical combination.

. Thg Tirst direct reference to salt we have been abie to trace
is the line appearing in the book of Job written 2250 years be-
fore Christ: “Can nothing which is unsavory be eaten without
salt?” There are numerous references in the Bible to the use
of salt in binding a covenant or an agreement.

Perhaps the most significant of all superstitions is the
magic power of this mineral to protect one against sickness and
evil. ) We can hardly call this -a superstition, for it is really a
fact.” Salt is one of the best and most effective antiseptics
known to man, good for cleaning the teeth and gargling the.
throat._ Salt baths and salt rubs are invigorating and healthy.
There is nothing better than a good hot salt bath for tired’
feet. Hot salt packs relieve common aches and pains. Now'
after years of study, the use of iodized salt has given us the;
power to prevent one of nature’s most common ailments, the'?;
gOlter.' We hear of the belief that if one throws salt on a wq}.-
man without her knowledge, she will more rapidly respond to

(18)

his love-making; and many Hebrews thought it was a strict
religious custom to rub all new-born babies with salt to insure

their well being.

We have the expression, “A man is not worth his salt.”
This expression is a direct descendant from the time when men
received compensation with this mineral. To say that a man

is not worth his salt simply means that he is not worth his

pay.

Before modern methods of preduction were developed, man
had to wage wars, make new discoveries, and open new trade
routes to earn his salt. The Roman soldiers were paid partly
in salt and they called it “Salarium” from which we get our
word “Salary.” Even today salt will buy a wife in some primi-
tive parts of the world.

In his writings, Homer the poet, calls salt “divine.” Plato,
one of the greatest philosophers of all times, describes it as a
substance “valued by the gods.” Salt was considered of such
importance in early England that it was used to determine the
order of seating at meals. The salt-cellar served as a line of
social demarcation at the banquet table: above it sat the dis-
tinguished guests; below it sat the poor relations and inferiors.

The Greeks extended the rizht hand of fellowship to a
stranger, presenting salt to him as a symbol of hospitality, and
to indicate to him that he would be safe under the entertainer’s
roof. It became the symbol of sanctity with the Egyptians for
its preservative quality, because the sea is salt, and also be-
cause holy water is salted.

Modern science is not content to leave the salt in the kitchen
or dining room after it comes out of the earth. For instance,
salt is now being used as a binder for surfacing secondary roads,
and scientists are bombarding common salt with heavy hydro-
gen to produce a radioactive =alt as a low cost substitute for
radium.

In the optical field, salt is helping the physicists study the
mysterious infra-red rays. Rock salt iz made into plates or
windows for the transmission of infra-red rays into imprisoned
gases.
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A little salt in the laundry helps to soften the water and
make clothes whiter. Hot salt brine helps to open clogged
drains. Salt is good for cleaning sinks, refrigerators and kit-
chen utensils, Thousands of factories whose lofty chimneys
rear themselves in the air, hum and throb with life on account
of salt. It ministers to our comforts and pleasures, our needs
and our civilization. Our own American Indians looked on their
meager supply of salt and called it “magic white sand.”

Salt — what a vital part it has played in the progress of
mankind and in the history of Saltville! “Common” salt? Well,
perhaps it isn’t so “common” after all. '
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Chapter VI

INDUSTRIALIZING WITH SALT

The early history of Saltville is veiled in antiquity, but
mute evidence reveals the existence of Indians long before
white man made his first records. Indian burial grounds have
been plowed up in making foundations for houses, and relics
have been found in several gardens. Caves too have revealed
skeletal remains of mass burials.

The geological formation of Saltville Valley is what may
be termed a syncline of calcareous stratification, or in simpler
terms, a cradle of limestone layers, in which rock salt has ac-
cumulated from the evaporation of saline brine.

Production of salt from the well is an interesting develop-
ment. Water is pumped down to the deposit, dissolving the
salt into brine. This in turn is pumped to the surface. The
returning liquid brings only the impurities, which are dissolv-
ad, leaving almost all the solid matter below.

The valley has been known since the seventeenth century
by such names as Buffalo Lick, Little Lick, Salt Lick, Salt
Works, and Saltville; and even to this date, there are some
older farm people who speak of “going down to the Salt Works.”
The vallev was known as “Buffalo Lick” because buffaloes had
surveyed and trampled the various trails leading into the val-
lev, where they and other animals came to find this easily ac-
cessible savor te satisfy their appetites.

In 1748 Charles Campbell surveyed land in Buffalo Lick
and a patent was issued by the governor of Virginia on Octo-
ber 23, 1753. This patent covered the lower portion of the
valley and reached up to what is known as “the cld store,” or
the sight of the first shaft well. Part of this was swampy and
some wag good rich soil.
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Charles Campbell died in 1767 and his widow, Margaret
Campbell (sister of John Buchanar, progenitor of the Rich
Valley Buchanans), with four daughters and one son, William,
came to Aspenvale, near Seven Mile Ford, and built their home
in 1768. This William Campbell who became the husband of
Elizabeth Henry, inherited the Salt Lick tract from his father.

At this time, there were yet some Indians — peaceful ones,
however — making salt from the saline springs on the edge
of the lake,

John Buchanan and Charles Campbell were surveyors; both
of them had the spirit and courage of the early pioneers, with
the attributes of physical strength and endurance to withstand
the hardships incident to the primeval conditiony of that period.

William, not unilike his father, endeared himself to the
hearts of not only those who followed his leadership in ecivil
and military life, but also those who depended upon his pro-
tection from the wiles of savage Indians and hostile renegades.
His successful military achievements at the Battle of King’s
Mountain have so immortalized his name that he is regarded
as one of the greatest military leaders of this section of the
State. '

General William Campbell left this valuable property to his
children, Sarah and Charles Henry.

Charles Henry died at five vears of age; but previous {o
his death the Virginia Assembly gave him five thousand acres
of land for the valuable service his father had rendered toc both
state and nation,

Colonel Arthur Campbell, the boy’s guardian, selected land
adjoining the Salt Lick tract, and when Charles Henry died,;
it all passed to his sister, Sarah, who married General Francis
Preston on January 10, 1793,

General Campbell’s widow became the wife of General Wil-
liam Russell, who was previously married to Tahitha Adams.
daughter of Samuel Adams, of the Northern Neck region of
Virginia; and they with their family moved to Salt Liek in
1788 and built what was afterwards known as “Madam Rus-
sell” house.
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General Russell engaged in the production of salt by build-
ing a furnace and salt houses. The furnace he used was an
open shed, and the kettles were the camp kettles of eight to
ten gallons capacity. A controversy arose between General
Russell and the guardian of Sarah Campbell as to the use of
her property, and the court appointed Colonel Thomas Madi-
son, an uncle of Sarah, as guardian. Colonel Madison came to
Salt Lick in 1790, and built a log cabin later called the “Preston
House.” He dug a well and began the manufacture of salt.

General Preston, who had married Sarah Campbell, built
an addition to the cabin in 1795, moved his family there and
began the production of salt by digging another well, enlarging
the furnace and kettles, thereby inereasing the ocutput.

In the meantime General William Russell died at the home
of his son, Robert L. Russell, in Shenandoah County, on the
14th of January, 1793. General Preston made his home in Salt
Lick until the year 1810, then moved to Abingdon.

As late as 1800, the lower half of the valley was a lake in
which poured both salt and fresh water. A portion of one side
of the lake, near the eastern edge, flourished in reeds, pines,
and cranberry bushes; the other side contained salt water with
incrustations of salt on the edge, where wild animals and primi-
tive man fought for supremacy and dominion of the valuable
mineral.

Man, better equipped to cope with the primeval conditions,
began to industrialize the valley in a big way, producing com-
mercial salt crystals. One of the early picneers of salt manu-
facture in the valley was a young man by the name of William
King, whom the Masonic Lodge (William King No. 227, A, F.
& A. M.) honors by perpetuating his name. . :

Competition began to develop when 150 acres at the upper
end of the valley were patented to Evan Lee. He sold to James
Crabtree, who sold it to John Musgroves, and in 1795 Mus-
groves sold the original tract to William King (the Elder) for
five hundred pounds sterling. King dug a well about fifty yards
beyond “the old store,” and in 1799 struck salt water at two
hundred feet.
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It took much longer to rescue the second man, for he was
floating in the heavy salt water. The call came to hoist him
up. When he was brought to the surface, the rope was tied
around his neck, and he was dead.

When the Irishman came to the top of the ladder, he was
asked by profane roughness why he had tied the rope around
the man’s neck. His answer was:

“The damn fellow was kicking so I couldn’t tie him any
other way! He was floating in the water and I had to hold
with one hand and lasso him with the other!”

Mr. Montgomery, many years after this incident, refuted
the story about the man being alive when rescued, and didn’t
reeall that the rope was tied around his neck.

Wells were scattered over the wellfield bottom and the
brine was pumped out by means of steam-operated pumps. At
each stroke of the pump, the steam was allowed to exhaust in-
to the air, making a rather explosive sound that could be heard
anywhere in the town. As the number of wells increased, this
continuous noise of the pumps prevented visitors from restful
sleep. But the townspeople themselves, having become accus-
tomed to the rhythm of the exhaust, could sleep peacefully as
though being rocked to sleep.

The salt furnaces were greatly enlarged by Mathieson and
consisted of many tremendous evaporating pans in which the
strong salt water was evaporated by coal-fired furnaces. The
salt was raked to one side of the pan by long-handled hoes and
then shoveled out onto the draining boards where the excess
mother liquor drained back into the pans. The salt was then
transported by large wheelbarrows pushed by great robust ne-
groes to the salt house where it was loaded into freight cars.

Uncle Sonny Johnson, who died March 6, 1955, was the
last surviving wheelbarrow .handler. After the salt plant oper-
ations were discontinued, he worked many years on the lime
kilns, and was from there retired. He did not know his age,
and it is assumed that he was near 100.
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P. A. Coverston, in order to keep the negroes from sleep-
ing on the job at night, threatened to tie one of the many hu-
man bones, that could be picked up in a number of places in
the valley, to the sleeper’s wrists or ankles. On several oc-
casions, it was necessary to carry out his threat and then wake
the sleeper. As the sleeping negroes were made aware of the
bone tied to their wrists or ankles, they would let out unearth-
ly sereams and.run in a frightened condition trying to get away
from themselves. At the same time, they would pull vicicusly
on the cord until the skin was roughened before being released
from the ghostly bones. One experience of this kind was all
that was necessary to keep that individual active and on the
job.

The salt as dumped into the warehouses was damp and
eventually caked into a solid mountain of rock salt. While this
salt was being loaded for shipment, other stock houses wére
being filled with the damyp salt. In order to break up the rock
salt into eonditions of handling, it was necessary to tunnel un-
der the salt cliff as far back as one would dare go for safety.
The face of the cliff was approximately twenty feet high and
forty feet wide and the solid caked salt several hundred feet
long. After tunneling under the salt, trenches would be cut
across the top and salt water poured in, in-order to assist in
breaking loose the salt. Then previous to the salt fall, sharp-
pointed posts about six inches in diameter and five feet long,
were driven into these trenches, which allowed the salt to tum-
ble and break itself against the concrete floor. These falls were
so spectacular and interesting, that frequently large crowds of
people would gather in the doors to observe the fall; and while

here, they would procure souvenirs of-.salt stalactites which -

were formed under the salt reservoirs. These stalactites of
pure crystallized salt were various sizes and lengths and spark-
led like diamonds when exposed to the sunlight. )

The small ones were used daily by the school children fo
agsist them in eating green apples.
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Chapter VIII

SALT KETTLES NAMED FOR STATES

During the War Between the States, there were several

operations located in different parts of the valley producing
salt for the respective states. In the upper part of the valley
near the “old store” was the Tennessee furnace. In the bot-
tom on a knoll, across the railway tracks in front of the home
of the late D. R. Henderson, was located the Alabama furnace.

The Georgia furnace occupied a space on the site of the
Mathieson Salt Plant that is generally spoken of as the “old
salt plant,” which was closed in October 1904.

The Scott furnace was built on the ground where the high
school building is located. At this furnace, kettles of 150-gal-
lons capacity were arranged in rows. There was usuzally one
man to each pot, and he worked from early dawn to well after
gsunset, Cooking was done on fire holes which were between
the pots and the chimney, and for the most part was either
done in a frying pan or skillet.

The River furnace supplying salt to other states was on
the bank of the river where Mathieson’s coal pulverizing plant
is now located. It was so situated that at times of high water,
the product could be floated on rafts down the river to points
of disposal, even as far as New Orleans.

At the rapids or rocky places, the hoats would be unloaded
and then reloaded below the rapids.

The rafts were made at a cooper shop across the river from
the furnaces near Perryville and where the chlorine-caustic
plant is now Jlocated. Boats and rafts were made perhaps be-
fore 1850 — at least before there was a railroad. It is said
that some of the larger rafts were nearly one hundred feet long
and fifteen feet- wide. Farm people up the valley from Salt-
ville would transport their produce of maple sugar, beeswax,
homespun, feather ticks, molasses and other non-perishable
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farm products down the river, usually to places in Tennessee,
and sell not only the cargo, but the raft as well, and then walk
back home. This was done at springtime and early summer
when the river would flow many times its usual volume.

Land plaster and iron ore were also shipped by boats and
rafts. .

Many of the stories told by old timers have been lost
through neglect due to little value placed upon them.

There was one old and experienced pot operalor at the Scott
furnace by the name of Bill Barnett, a tall negro, who objected
to a new employee taking over his fire hole. He told the new
man that he was at liberty to cook over the fire hole when it
was idle, but not to move his skillet off any more. The new
man again scooted Barnett’s skillet off and put cn his own.
When this was observed, Barnett maliciously picked up a stick
of wood and “brained” him with it, evidently fracturing his
skull. -

Bill Barnett was arrested by police authority, tied on a
mule with a rope and taken to Abingdon for confinement until
a trial could be held. .

Soon thereafter Bill Barnett was back at work cooking on
his old fire hole and without interference. Town boys delight-
ed to stop at Barnett’s shack, which was a lean-to at an old
stable right in front of the Methodist parsonage, and ask him
to tell about killing that negro at the furnace. His answer was
alwayvs the same, “I didn't kill him. T hit him on the head, and
the doctors killed him.” It is said that this man defended him-

selt in court and he used the same words. which were very ef-

fective, . e

Another story concerns the value of cotton and burlap bags,
or “sacks” as they were then called. At the Georgia salt fur-
naces, there was one building used, especially for bagging nice
clean salt for table use and cooking. The house is still stand-
ing. The lower floor is used for the well field office and a work
shop, and the upper floor for a hall for several lodges. The
Masonie Lodge oceupied this hall from 1901 to 1949.
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The bags were highly valued and perhaps cost as much as
the salt. Wagons by the hundreds, lining the road, were load-
ed with firewood which was used to help pay for the salt. Sacks
were brought back for more salt or to be sold. They were stored
in the building for safe keeping, and were spoken of as tow
sacks. They were considered as valuable as some clothes, which
were nearly always made of homespun material. It was not un-
common for voung men to work in the fields in a one-piece suit
— 3 tow shirt which reached down to the knees and sometimes
to the ankles. The appearance was not dissimilar to the pres-
ently garbed boys and girls who dress with their shirt-tails out.

Getting back to the tow sacks which were ‘used at the
Georgia furnace, the story goes that one night & neoise was
heard coming from the sack house; and on being investigated,
it was discovered that a thief had stolen perhaps a dozen or
more sacks. The report was given and a chase set on foot not
only to recover the rare and valuable goods, but also to appre--
hend the rogue and treat him as one would ordinarily deal with
a horse thief. The man and the sacks were overtaken the next
day and the sacks returned to the owner. When the civil auth-
ority asked for the defendant to be brought into court, some
one said, “He’s still out there under the tree.” That meant
that justice had been meted, and everybody was satisfied.

Many tales are told of conditions during the war. The
currency was the Confederate bill. There would be hundreds
of wagons lining the roads for miles waiting their turn for
salt. BEach wagon would bring a load of wood to be applied as
part payment for the salt and the rest would be paid in Con-
federate currency. So plentiful was this kind that Ernest Mid-
dleton, the bookkeeper for Palmer and Stuart Company, would
sometimes find his cash thousands of dollars over and no way
to account for the surplus, On inquiry, Mr. Stuart would tell
him that he had put some thousands of dollars in the safe and
forgot to tell him about it. Frequently, on the other hand, he
would be thousands of dollars short. Inquiry would develop
the faet that Mr, Stuart had in that case taken out a lot of
money to make some purchases and had neglected fo notify
the bookkeeper. Such as this was business in the old days!
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Chapter IX

BATTLE OF SANDERS HILL

The Battle of Saltville during the War Between the States

late in September of 1864 furnished interesting materials as
subjeets which the elderly people of this town enjoyed relating.

One story refers to the Battle of Sanders Hill at Cedar
Branch, so called because a branch in the northeast end of
town had many beautiful cedars nearby. The Yankees had told
big stories to the negroes of West Virginia and elsewhere when-
ever and wherever they could get an audience. They empha-
sized freedom, and what it would mean to the negro to be free
and equal to the white man. They persuaded a great number
of them to join the Yankee army and march against Saltville
in order to shut off the supply of salt to the Southern States.

It was evident that Brigadier-General Stephen G. Burbridge
wag making this expedition to the village with the object of
utterly destroying the Preston Salt Works.

On Sunday morning, October 2, 1864, they came into the
valley by two routes, one through Henegar Hollow and the
other down the river from North Holston, and lined up for bat-
tle against Sanders Hill. The Federals had about five thous-
and well trained men, and the Confederates, about three thous-
and. The Yankees put the negroes in front and forced them
to attack the defenders who were placed on the brow of the
hill and with sharpshooters in strategic places. 'The negroes
faced the enraged Southerners on one side and the sharp point
of Yankee sabers on the other.

The reserves of thig section (young boys and elderly men)
were called upon to organize for the purpose of defending their
homes. When it was learned that General Vaughan with his
forces from East Tennessee, had been ordered to Saltville, such
a stampede as oceurred among the people had never before been
witnessed. The roads were erammed and blocked with cattle,
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sheep, wagons, buggies, and a great number of citizens with
their families.

The Yankees at Sanders Hill were overwhelmingly defeat-
ed, and General Vaughan reached the field of battle just as the
enemy began to withdraw and fo hear the shout of victory giv-
en along the lines of this gallant army of Confederate soldiers.

The Federa! loss in killed and wounded was about three
hundred and fifty. The number of prisoners captured was es-
timated at from three to twelve hundred. The Federals left
dead upon the field were more than one hundred white, and
about one hundred and fifty Negro soldiers.

The Confederate loss was eight killed and fifty-one wound-
ed. .

Genéral Burbridge was not ohly hotly pursued by the vie-
torious forces, but he was assailed by the home guard at all
points on his retreat, vet escaped into Kentucky with great
loss.

After the battle, there were several negroes left wounded
on the field and some so scared that they stood on their kneesg
and begged for mercy as several southern roughians waded in-
to them with their swords — whacking them down. The Scuth-
erners were terribly irritated because the negroes turned
against them.

The Sanders colonial home lay between the lines and was
repeatedly struck during the firing. Mrs. F. G. Buchanan,
daughter of James “Governor” Sanders, was a child at the time
and she with her mother, and other children, barricaded them-
selves in the spacious fireplace of their home. For further pro-
tection, they used feather ticks and pillows held in place by
overturned tables and chairs. During the fighting, bullets were
shot ‘through some of the windows, and the sound of bursting
shells could be heard coming down through the chimney. Say-
bird Walker, a little boy living near Chilhowie, ran off from
home to see what was going on at Saltville, and he watched
the entire fighting from a hilltpp hack of the Confederate lines.

A Mr. Sam<McC¢1ure, while lying out on the battlefield one
night, had a remarkable vision of his brother’s death. He saw
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his brother killed and lying on the field. He went to his cap-
tain and told him what he had seen and asked permission to
go and get his brother. Captain Buchanan answered: “Sam,
you have heen dreaming. Your brother is probably all right.”
His answer was, “No, I have been wide awake all night.”

Captain Buchanan said: “I have orders to send out a de-
tail to bury the dead. You may go and look for your brother.”

He did so, and there found his brother several miles away,
on the spot and in the exaet position in which he had seen him
during the night.

After the Battle of Cedar Branch, things were pretty quiet.
Boys with a cannon had been placed across the road from the
cemetery to guard that entrance into Saltville. At onece, they
saw a Yankee officer emerge over the crest of the cemetery
hill, riding on a white horse and making a survey of the sur-
roundings.

One of the boys proposed to take a shot at him, and see
what would happen. They fired, and as some have insisted,
the man and the horse were blown into a spray. A big heavy
mist was all that was left. Others say that the officer was
killed and was given a decent burial beside the road.

The dead negroes were gathered and dumped into a sink
hole above Seven Row, and scantily covered with earth. Seven
Row got its name from seven houses located on the road ap-
proaching Cedar Branch.

During this battle, James “Governor” Sanders — the grand-
father .of Frank Sanders who. now occupies the home of his
father, the late Rufus K. Sanders —-directed the fire of the
Saltville defenders, while exposing himself between the lines;
and by signals, had the cannons raised and lowered so that they
would inflict injury fo the Federals who were approaching from
the top of the hill. Though the Federals were defeated, they
were successful in storming down on “Governor” Sanders and
taking him prisoner. He-was carried to Kentucky and kept a
prisoner until the end of the war which occurred April 9, 1865,
He was released in the little town of Louisa, Kentucky.
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Chapter X

SALT WORKS RAZED BY STONEMAN’S FEDERAL TROOPS

After the ignominious defeat of the opposing forces in the

Battle of Sanders Hill, in which deluded negroes were forced to
bear the brunt of the. defenders' fury, the Federals carefully
and deliberately enlarged their forces by several thousand men
and determined to make retributions for the inflictions im-
posed upon them by their underestimation of the tenacity of
Saltville defenders. Knowing this, the Saltville Home Guard
took extra precautions for oppeosing the Federal forces.

Fortifications with canngn emplacement were fixed on the
top of the hills surrounding the Saltville Valley, and horizontal
trenches. for breastworks were dug near the top of the hills,
for rifle protection. Negro slaves were used asg help in pre-
paring the ground, some of whom were local and others were
sent in by the State

From the numerous minie balls found in the Valley and
near the breastworks, there must have been plenty of lead and
continuous firing. There have been found some minie balls
which met other balls in the air, and adhered one to the other;
some formed pointed stars where they had met center to cen-
ter. Too, cannon balls were plentiful for they were, after the
war, gathered in heaps.

Contrary to the ample supply of ammumtlon, the severity
of . other essentials was sorely pressing. There was a scarcity
of food, clothing, firewood, medicine and doctors. Fences had
been used for camp fires. The defenders, aged men and boys, -
were exhausted, tired and hungry. Renegades, both black and
white, hampered them in favor of the Yankees for what they
could get for their treachery. Food and clothing were stolen
and given to the enemy. The corral of hidden horses was re-
vealed; and they with harness, bridles and saddles were stolen.

(33)



On Tuesday, December 20, 1864, the Federals came into
Saltville again by two routes — one from Glade Spring and
another from Chilhowie through Lyon's Gap.

Saltville had heard of the immense number of soldiers gath-
ered together for the purpose of destroying the Salt Works, and
was rather upset by the overwhelming number. The Federals
under General George Stoneman cautiously edged their way in-
to town, at every moment expecting the defenders to break
through with their shrewd strategy, and annihilate the troops
by the hundreds; but nothing happened except the reports of
rifles and cannon discharges., There were only a few hundred
soldiers defending the Salt Works and most of their defense

was by the noise of exploding shells. Old men and boys, hun-

gry and naked, tired and weary, cutnumbered and overpowered,
fled to the mountains, or surrendered. Saltville was easily cap-

tured and in a very short time.

The Yankees did not molest private homes nor wilfully de-
stroy. They took food, clothing, horses, and whatever they
could find that was actually needed.

Anxiety existed among the inhabitants when the invaders
approached the town, but there was no molestation of homes,
In some cases when soldiers approached a home for food or
water, and were told of siekness and physical distress, they
apparently apologized and guietly went away.

Perhaps the only one who retired at his regular bedtime
and with no burden of responsibility was John J. Stuart, the
four-year old son of William A. Stuart, and the father of Wal-
ter P. Stuart, who is presently director of the Saltville Person-
nel Department of Olin Mathieson Chemical Corporation. John
retired and slept well, and the next morning, enthusiastically
inquired if the rest of the family had heard the fire erackers
going off during the night.

The Yankees accomplished their objective in short order
and left town as quickly and uneventfully as they had entered.
They broke the salt kettles, destroyed the furnaces, burned the
sheds, and choked the wells. Cannon balls were used to drop
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into the wells because it was thought they could not be drilled
through nor removed.

The Yankees reported that they had completely destroyed
the salt works and had so blocked the wells that no salt could
be made until new wells were dug and pots procured; but Mr.
Stuart, after making a careful survey, found that the wells
could be opened and that the Yankees, in their haste, had over-
locked about half of the kettles.

Several weeks later, the furnaces were going and salt was
again being furnished to the various states.

Mathieson continued the manufacture of salt until 1904
when the salt plant was shut down permanently and the salt
used for the increased production of alkali.
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Chapter XI

REMINISCENSES OF BATTLE

One event relative to the Battle of Saltville was vividly
impressed on the mind of a little eight-year old girl, Fannie
Roberts, who was the daughter of Squire William C. Roberts.
They lived on their farm above Saltville and in one of the
paths which the Yankees were using to get into the town. The
farmland is now owned by Claude T. DeBusk. Fighting had

heen going on for several days between the Yankees and the -

home guard which was secattered about on the hills. The
Yankees were slowly advancing, however, down through the
valley and were within ahout four miles of the Salt Works.

The squire, being the justice of the peace and not supposed
to engage in combat, had gathered together the horses of the
neighborhood and taken them across the mountains into Taze-
well County for safe keeping. The men folk were away en-
gaged in war, leaving only the women and children in the homes.
Fences were used for firewood, food was scarce, clothing was
scanty, and explanation of the cause of such conditions was
difficult.

Early one morning, a soldier came hurriedly through the
valley warning the people that the Yankees were coming, and

that fighting would be going on to prevent them from enter-

ing Saltville.

Mrs. Roberts had used the lagt of her flour, filled an old-.

fashioned bread pan with the dough, and put it in the oven when
the word came to get the children and leave immediately. They
rushed out of the house and started up the hollow. Socon they
were startled by seeing a Yankee soldier rolling down the steep
hillside and coming to rest right at their feet. The boy, Edward
{(known afterwards as ‘““‘Philosopher Roberts”), ran over to
him and tried to help him to his feet, but he was dead. This
frightful experience made an indelible impression on the mind
of the mother as well ag the children.
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When the day was ended, the soldiers were gone. Mrs.
Roberts returned with her hungry and tired children who were
fretful and crying for food. Her house was intaet, but all the
tables and cabinets that had been locked were split open, and
the feather ticks had bheen ripped and examined for hidden
currency. The Yankees had hurriedly ransacked the house,
looking for money, food, and clothing. They did not destroy
anything for the sake of wanton destruction. They took only
what findings they needed.

And they did not think to look in the oven. The fire, of
course, had burned out long before, but the bread was cooked
perfectly and was sufficient to satisfy the hungry appetites of
all of them.

The soldier was given a very considerate burial, commen-
surate with the material available. After the war was over
and people had returned to safe and sane behavior, the rela-
tives of the soldier came and with help of the local people, the
body was carefully disinterred and taken back to his home for
permanent burial.

One of the Smiths who lived in the Henrytown section of
Saltville was reluctant to&_‘ join in the fight to protect the town.
He was going to do nothing to the Yankees for they had done
nothing to him, he contested.

He was drafted and forced to take a gun and fill his place
alongside others in the breastworks on one of the hills. He
stubbornly said, “I won’t shoot at nobody, and nobody can make
me shoot at nobody. TI’ll just shoot up in the air, and waste
your powder and lead.”

As soon as Smith was located, a stray bullet pierced his
hat and grazed the side of his head. He said, “Pon my honor!
It made me mad; then I tried to kill every one of them stink-
ing rasecals!”

Only one instance of wanton destruction on the part of in-
vaders of Saltville appeared to be more than a just means of
arriving at an end. After the Yankees had succeeded in enter-
ing the town and were making their way to the River fur-
naces (on the bank of the river where Mathieson’s coal pul-
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verizing plant is now located), with the object in view of de-
molishing that important supply of salt and taking captive its

manager and supervisory personnel, they saw someone, in the .

Perryville vieinity, hurriedly mount a horse and start up through
Allison Gap. Being told that the man was the boss of the fur-
naces, they gave chase with all the strength they could com-
mand, but the boss made a safe escape into the wooded section
of Poore Valley.

The invaders came back to the manager’s house in Perry-
ville, and found a great quantity of flour and meal which was
used as pay for the workers. They took this out on Sheep IIill,
near the Plant, and spread it on top of a light snow, in front of
the house. The Yankees did not linger any longer than neces-
sary to stop all salt operations, and then returned as they had
come.

As soon as the snow melted, Sheep Hill looked like a big
mass of dough.

It is also related that immediately after the war when the
boys came home, meat again was plentiful. It was common to
see deer scampering across the road ahead of travelers. Coons,
rabbits, foxes, ground hogs, and opossums were plentiful, and
occasionally bears would prefer to frolic in the roadway.
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Chapter XII

FIRST RAILROAD

T‘he first railroad into Saltville was built in 18566 as a

branch line of the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. The road
bed was prepared only for light rails and the rails for light en-
gines and cars. In a few years, the traffic had so increased
that it became necessary to enlarge the facilities and a merger
was effected on June 17, 1870, whereby the road became the
Atlantic, Mississippi and Qhio Railroad.

The Saltville valley continued to grow and utilized more and
more the rail facilities for its trade, which necessitated the
growth of the railroad along with the increased demands for
greater service. On April 4, 1881, the Norfolk and Western
Company took over the road, and ever since has continued to
increase the size of rail and engines until this branch now ac-
commodates the largest Norfolk and Western engine and run-
ning on its largest rail. Until comparatively recent years, the
smaller locomotive would be turned around in Saltville on a turn-
table, but now it is too big and must either back into Saltville
or come in forward and back out. It is said that this nine-mile
branch line into Saltville is the biggest paying mile per mile
portion of the Norfolk and Western system.

A story goes that Ed Musslewhite told a Mr. Kincannon
about a dream he had in which he laid down on the railroad
track, his head on one rail and his feet on the other; but in
his dream he was not killed.

Ed was actually killed by a Norfolk and Western train near
the Scott furnace. Coal was piled along the track rather high
and Ed decided to climb up and when the train came by, to jump
onto it. Dan McNew was engineer and Phil Seals, brakeman;
they saw Ed and {ried to wave him back but toc no avail. He
jumped and fell on the track. Phil Seals said he could feel
the effects of the car passing over Ed’s body.
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Ed owned a fine horse and took good care of him. His
brother, Sam, slipped the horse out while Ed was away from
home and was riding him dewn the road. When he got past
the Palmer Inn, he declared that Ed met him, took hold of the
bridle and stopped him. He remonstrated with Sam for getting
his horse without permission and then suddenly disappeared.

This was related by Sam who did not know at that time
that Ed was killed. He went on down the road to where a crowd
had gathered, near the Georgia furnace, and there he saw the
body of a man on the track, finding it to be his brother.

Currently, there is no passenger train that comes into Salt-
ville, Taxicabs provide transportation to any point in the cor-
porate limits and to nearby points beyond the the town area.

Regular scheduled bus service connects Saltville to Bristol,
Marion, North Holston, and Poore Valley, and intermediate
points,
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Chapter XI1I

“FIRSTS” WITH MATHIESON

The valley of Saltville attracted and accommodated many

industrialists- who were desirous of not only developing an in-
dustry for their own benefit, but one that would supply the
essential needs of people in distant climes.

The Indians, evidently the Cherokee of the Iroquoin tribe,
from remote time until 1745 vied with wild animals for the
ownership of the salt licks. Then in 1755, white settlers had
moved in on the outskirts of the valley, and the Indians re-
sented their intrusion. They went on a warpath killing and
scalping by stealth and open warfare not only men, but wo-
men and children. From the dreadful stories of barbarities
that have been handed down, it is remarkable that any white
people were left in the valley. Yet records show that there
were several families who were anxious to own salt privileges
and also utilize the advantage of spontaneous vegetation.
They were the Hatfields, Henegars, Lees, Scotts, Roberts, Arch-
ers, McHenrys, and perhaps others. The Indians were not al-
ways at war, but were peaceful and friendly at times.

As the population among the whites increased, the prop-
erty was bought and sold by people who operated the industry
in manufacturing salt. Such a Joeality rieh in natural resources
as was Saltville was sure to be discovered sconer or later by
some manufacturers.

Some of the important owners of operation were Evan Lee,
James Crabtree, John Musgroves, William King (the Elder),
Alex McCall, Thomas L. Preston, the Honorable Wyndham Rob-
ertson, Spencer and Ackerman.

Then George W. Palmer and William A. Stuart, having ac-
quired the Preston Estate from Robert Gibbony, trustee, in
1863, and a little later the King property, formed in 1864 the
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Holston Salt and Plaster Corperation. In 1893, they sold the
property to Mathieson Alkali Works.

A group of American business men had imported soda ash
and bleaching powder from the Neil Mathieson Company in Eng-
land for several years. They decided to invest their money in
a company and negotiate with the Mathiesons. Neil Mathieson
conzented to undertake the construction of this plant and to in-
stall methods of processes. About that time, Mathieson sold
his plant to an English concern, but not the Mathieson name
and trademark. The name and trademark, “Eagle Thistle,”
were gold to the new American Company.

Application was made on August 4, 1892, for a charter,
the petitioners being Edward E. Arnold, George W. Palmer,
W. F. Sayles, Willlam Grosvenor, John Waterman, James T.
Kennedy, Alfred Harrison, James Gee, John R. Gladding, Louis
W. Arnold, and William L. Peck.

On August 13, 1892, the charter was entered as a matter of
irecord in Richmond, Virginia.

Thomas T. Mathieson was designated by his father, Neil
Mathieson, to supervise the building of the plant, and he came
from Widness, England, to this eountry on January 12, 1893.

Mathieson sent two geologists from New York to locate
sites to drill for salt. They traversed the valley, talked with
the inhabitants, and were more or lesgs perplexed when the
younger man accidentally mentioned his perplexity to Edward
C. Roberts, who was sitting on the front porch of the Palmer
Inn, smoking a pipe that was quite obnoxious even to passers-
by. .

Mr. Roberts, who is better known as “Philosopher Rob-
erts,” did not uncross his legs nor shift his pipe in his mouth,
but pointed out some shrubbery in the flat bottom and said:

“If you put a well there, you will find salt in mud at four
hundred feet.”

Then again, he pointed to some cattle grazing on the slopes
of the valley and said:
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“There you will find salt at six hundred feet also imbedded
in mud.”

Pointing to the side of the hill near the Preston house,
he said:

“Sink a well there two thousand feet and you will strike
rock salt.”

At that, the young geologist called to his superior and made
this statement:

“This man knows more geology of this valley than I will
ever know.”

They drilled the first well four hundred feet and struck
salt mud, as Philosopher Roberts had stated.

The supply was not sufficient for the expressed need, so
they located the second well where the cattle were grazing and
did not strike salt until they went down six hundred feet.

This was the ideal location for an alkali plant for rock salt
was here, also limestone deposits, and the coal fields not far
away. So, Thomas Mathieson with about fifty techmnical men
and experienced workmen, came and began building. Mr. Math-
jeson remained here until the first bicarbonate of soda was pro-
duced on July 4, 1895. Since that day, the plant has been in
continuous operation. ‘

As Mathieson began to enlarge the salt pans at the: site
of the Georgia furnace, while building large rectangular wooden
reservoirs and in digging the holes for the support columns, a

. man by the name of Poston in a drunken stupor fell head fore-
. most into one of the holes. The hole was about two feet in

diameter and four feet deep, and was partly filled with rain
water. The following morning, one of the salt plant negro
workers discovered the man and endeavored to pull him out;
but he was frightfully stiff and dead. ‘

The negro not knowing what to do, said to himself, “If I
tell anybody about this, I will be accused of killing him, and if
I don’t report it, the boss will think I wasn't on the job.”

He finally reported it to his foreman and wasn’t even em-
barrassed because the boss and others knew that the man had
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been carelessly conducting himself and they were not sprprised
at anything happening to one so thoughtless, unconcerned and
negligent in his normal behavior.

Since the first Mathieson plant in this country was built
at Saltville, many of the “firsts” in its output were introduced
here. The Casiner electrolytic cell was acquired in 1894 and
the men who operated the first plant of this type in Niagara
Falls and made the first commercial bleaching powder in the
United States, were trained at Saltville.

Later, fused ash and alkalies in briquet form were made.
In 1952, the second new electrolytic chlorine and caustic soda
plant started full production.

Then the largest dry ice plant of its type in the- world was
built in 1931. Most of this ice is used as a refrigerant for manu-
facturers of ice cream and frozen foods, and by shippers of meat,
poultry and vegetables.

Early in 1954, Mathieson started in service the first of a
series of insulated railroad cars, of 54-ton capacity, for the ship-
ment of dry ice to all parts of the country. On the car is mark-
ed the return address of Saltville, advertising this little town
throughout the forty-eight states.

Strangely enough, the housekeepers in Saltville, when in
need of table salt, must buy from the market salt imported from
other states,

Saltville products are likely to be found within every home.
As bicarbonate of soda, it is in-their bread, and medicine cab-

inets; as soda ash, it is in their glassware and their shoes; and -

as caustic soda, it is in thelr soap, gasoline, paint, varnish, their
clothes, the tires on their cars, and the newspapers which they
read.

Down through the years, father, son, and grandson have
worked side by side to turn out the materials from the Mathie-
son Alkali Works (changed in 1948 to Mathieson Chemical Cor-
poration; and in 1954 to Olin Mathieson Chemical Corporation)
to help fulfill Saltville’s slogan, “Serving America with the
Salt of the Karth.”
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Saltville may be termed as one of the most interesting his-
torical towns in the nation with one of the oldest and largest
of the 0ld Dominion’s industries —- Qlin-Mathieson Chemical
Corporation.

About 1944, new businesses began to appear, and people
watched more work get underway with a wide expansion pro-
gram.

In the two years that followed, four new stores, a
drug store, furniture business, barber shop, shoe repair shop,
auto parts branch store and electric appliance shop were born.
Many offices and stores for various types of concerns were
built.

People were affected by the numerous changes in the town,
50 in the residential parts of town, homes were bought and im-
proved, and many new ones erected.

In mentioning the business establishments, we cannot over-
look the provision Saltville has made for visitors to the town —
the Saltville Hotel, a picturesque frame building, which offers
up-to-date rooming and boarding faeilities. The Hotel, which
accommodates about forty guests, is under the efficient man-
agement of Mrs. James M, Archer.
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Chapter XIV

“EVERYTHING BETTER BACK ’OME”

During the building of Mathieson Plant, an incident con-
cerning an Englishman by the name of Haddock has been re-
told through the years.

He was well liked but the fellow workers objected to his
constant reference to how much better they managed things
“back ‘ome.” Regardless of the subject under discussion, ev-
erything was just a grade higher in quality at ’ome.

He boarded at the old Urquhart House, later called the
Palmer House, Yellow House, and Club House, with a number
of other fellows, so one morning they got even.

It was his habit to drink several cups of tea for breakfast,
pour his last cup and while it cooled, go upstairs to put the
final touches to his toilette. On this particular morning, the
fellow boarders seasoned his tea with salt, pepper, tobasco,
cayenne and everything else they could find; and then went to
the porch to watch developments.

As usual Haddock rushed downstairs, grabbed the eup and
drank down its fiery contents at ome gulp. With throat afire
and temper still hotter, he dashed out of the house and to the
steps which were covered with a glassy coat of sleet from the
night’s storm.

He struck the first step and his feet went from under him,
making the rest of the way down a hurfied trip. As he picked
himgself up at the bottom, Captain Urquhart yelled:

“Say, do you ’ave anything like that back ‘ome?”
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Chapter XV

ALKALI PRODUCTION BEGINS

After Mathieson acquired the salt property, they continued
the manufacture of salt while making preparations to produce
alkali products. They had selected the site of thé river salt
furnace for the proper place to build the alkali plant, for it
would have the convenience of using the water from the North
Fork of the Holston River and also have the advantage of the
hills from which the top of the lime kilng could be fed with
stone and coke. The ground was leveled off and great retaining
stone walls were built on the river bank and filled in with
earth.

In the course of time, the expansion of the plant neces-
sitated crowding the river over, giving more space for enlarge-
ment. The highway concrete bridge which now spans the river
is the third bridge. The river was gradually pushed from un-
der the other bridges. The first one, a wooden structure, was
built at the ford just in front of the fire station.

Mathieson, as a pioneer, made preparations to manufac-
ture alkalies in the form of soda ash, baking soda, caustic soda
and other alkaline commodities. The salt brine was pumped
from the wells to the reservoirs through hollow wooden logs;
the limestone was hauled from the guarry in double-team wag-
ons each holding about one thousand pounds. The wagon beds
were made by laying two-by-fours lengthwise so that they could
be lifted one at a time to let the stone fall through. As the
output of the plant increased, the number of wagons, too, had
to increase, until there was a continuous line of wagons moving
day and night along the well-worn and rutted road.

In 1904 the industrial demands for a greater supply of
alkali products necessitated an improved system of providing
the raw material. Therefore, the wagons were replaced by an
aerial tramway, or cable line.
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This method transports the limestone in large buckets for
several miles, passing over hills and valleys, and ultimately
brings the quarry and mine to the top of the vertical lime kilns,
where it begins its journey toward producing the commercial
products.

The first product, crude bicarbonate of soda, or haking
soda, was produced on July 4, 1895. The bicarbonate of soda
is the first step in the production of alkalies, for from it, soda
ash is produced merely by caleination. Then caustic is pro-
duced by treating the soda ash with lime,

In 1896 Mathieson produced the first commercially made
bleaching powder in this country. They operated an electric
cell known as the Castner Cell in which the salt brine was
converted directly into its component parts of caustic soda and
chlorine gas. The chlorine was used to make chlorinated lime
for bleaching purpeoses. Due to the exorbitant cost of electric
power, the chlorine plant was moved to Niagara Falls, New
York, so that cheaper electric power might be utilized.

Since sodium bicarbonate (NaHCQ:) is the primary con-

stituent in the manufacture of soda ash, caustic soda, and the
modified sodas, it is well to give it some consideration dealing
with its production and properties,

First, limestone is calcined in an upright furnace known
a3 a “lime kiln,” where the lime and gas are separated at high
temperatures. The quicklime is withdrawn from the bottom
and the carbon dioxide gas extracted from the top. The gas is
then pumped into the bottom of.a tower which contains a
strongly ammoniated salf brine solution. “The ammonia and gas
combine readily to form scluble ammonium bicarbonate which
immediately reacts with the salt — sodium chloride — to form
the insoluble compound of sodium bicarbonate, allowing the am-
monia to combine with the chlorine forming soluble sal am-
moniac. This slurry is then filtered and the precipitate washed
with pure water leaving a crude bicarbonate of soda in the wet
condition.

From this stage, by thoroughly drying the baking soda, a
commercial grade of the product is formed, from which has
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been said before thatiathér ‘products dre made. The crude bi-
carbonate is purified by redissolving in pure water and then re-
carbonating the strong solution. Chemiecally pure crystals are
thus precipitated and are separated from the mother liquor by
means of centrifligal foree; and’ are then'tarefully desiccated
by process to produce bdkmg soda of practxcally one hundred
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Chapter XVI

MEN WHO MADE RECORDS

'Mathieson’s history could not be complete without men-
tioning the names of some of the men who carried the re-
sponsibility of this great organization, especially in its infancy:

Thomas Mathieson and Neil Mathieson; a little Englishman,
E. M. “Teddy” Davies, a chemist; James Tapley, a process su-
pervisor; Fritz Kistemann, general plant operator; Colonel
Vaughn, expert in chlorine; J. V. Johnson, general manager,
with Charles M. Perry, his assistant, who erected 4 number of
small dwellings near the plant known as “Perryville.” A man
by the name of Hafen drew the plans for the plant, and Joe
Clark, who married the sister of Charlie Farris, was the master
mechanic.

W. D. Mount came to Saltville in 1896.and was put in charge
of the electrolytic caustic and chlorine cells. Even though a
graduate of Cornell and an instructor at Brown University, it
was not beneath his dignity to climb electric light poles to re-
place the burnt out carbons.

In 1898, he was made general manager of the plant, and it
was then that the plant was remodeled to keep ahead of com-
petition in the industry. At first, the kilns were charged by
hand; the furnaces hand operated; hand filters used, with all
the muck being shoveled and removed by hand and wheeled to
the furnaces. The old plant was completely rebuilt without
losing even one day:of operation. )

Mr. Mount left Saltville in 1918 to establish his own busi-
ness in Lynchburg, where he died in 1934.

J. H. MacMahon came down from Niagara Falls as suc-
cessor to Mr. Mount in 1918 He was an excellent chemist and
spent much time in the laboratory. He was uniquely qualified
in producing and handling alkali products, and was well ac-
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quainted, through actual experience, with the properties of
chlorine and bleaching compounds.

He acted as manager only long enough to allow Eugene A.
Hults to assume this position; and in April of 1921, Mr. Mac-
Mahon became technical representative for the Company, and
again took up his residence in Niagara Falls.

He was considered one of the best trained and most capable
men in Mathieson’s personnel.

Eugene A. Hults came to Saltville as an assistant to the
president to aid the management in its operation in September
1920, and was made manager in December 1921.

Great progress was made during his administration, and
the output of the plant greatly enlarged.

He became vice-president of the Mathieson Company in
1926, and in 1931 was made director of all operations. This
necessitated the moving of his headquarters to New York City
in February 1935. He did this with the greatest reluctance for
he loved Saltville, its people, and the whole of southwest Vir-
ginia,

Years subsequent, he severed his connection with Mathie-
son and built a magnificent house in Bristol, Virginia. He only
enjoyed the comfort of this home a short time. An unexpected
heart attack snapped the brittle cord of life and launched him
into eternity on November 29, 1946. '

H. A. Reutschi ecame to Saltville from Clarkdale, Arizona,
in January 1921 as superintendent of maintenance and construe-
tion.

He was born at Pueblo, Colorado, and was graduated in
mechanical engineering from Pratt Institute.

His father, A. R. Ruetschi, came from BSwitzerland to
America in 1881, and started his career in designing engineer-
ing. He joined the Mathieson Company in July 1921 as plant
engineer. He died on August 7, 19338.

H. A. Ruetschi was successor to Mr. Hults as plant mana-
ger in 1935. He gained the reputation of being a square shoot-
er, going out of his way to help people.
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R. B. Worthy joined Mathieson’s Saltville family in March
of 1925 as a man of experience in civil and mining engineering.
After having completed his college training in the West, he be-
gan his real education in the practical way. He found service
as an engineer in South America, and when success began to
put him in an office chair, he moved on to new fields of ex-
perience, and this led him into Mexico, then into California and
later into Canada.

Fourteen years expired before he was called to Saltville
for a specific job, and he hasn’t as yet graduated from Salt-
ville,

The assignment given him was to construct a pond or la-
goon to care for the spent product of precipitated ecalecium car-
bonate (limestone) and salt water resulting in the manufacture
of alkalies, and baking soda.

The pond was first prepared by moving the small locality
of dwellings and cemetery known as Palmer Town, and chang-
ing the course of the river so as to have access to a very large
acreage of land, one side of which is a portion of Brushy Moun-
tain., The other sides called for enginéering skill that would
withstand pressure of many thousand tons of thixotropic mud.

This immense task was too much for any one person; many
engineers, from both the plant and State, had to be satisfied.
Derhaps the crowning capstone of the project was accomplished
by Mrs. R. B. Worthy. She constructed a large model of the
proposed Dam — made of laminated material that was design-
ed and constructed so that it could stand the test of time for
at least fifty years. And from this model and the provocative
ingenuity of Mrs. Worthy, her husband accomplished this, his
first Saltville task.

Mrs. Worthy died in early life in the year 1936, but in her
passing she left to perpetuate her memory a daughter, Ellen,
and two sons, David and Peter, as well as her husband, Ray.
Too, the townspeople enjoy a park and nearby a church, both
of which are named “Ellen Worthy.”

Ray Worthy saw great possibilities for Saltville and began
soon after his arrival to dream dreams. He wanted the town
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turned over to its people, and not to be owned by one organiza-
tion. He wanted land sold so that homes could be established.
He visualized a business section, Chamber of Commerce, fra-
ternal organizations, progressiveness. He wanted golf links,
swimming pool, well lighted ball park, children’s playground,
Community Chest, and the best school to be had anywhere. All
of this has been accomplished except the new school, and this
project is now underway for a $700,000 institution.

Mr. Worthy has grown so much in Mathieson organization
that his obligations necessitate hig being out of Saltville more
than half of his time, but he realizes that he has not completed
his Saltville education as yet, and the citizens of Saltville and
adjacent vieinities are adamant and reluctant to let him turn
loose entirely. '

Leonard D. Bradt came to the Saltville Plant in August
1933 as a chemical engineer and was placed in the Research
and Development Department under the direction of Norman
C. Hill.

Mr. Bradt was born in Niagara Falls, New York, and as a
graduate of the high school of that city, entered the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati and in 1938 graduated in chemical engineer-
ing. But during his years of schooling, he did not neglect the
practical side of his education, for from 1926 to 1930, he did
part-time and some full-time work for Mathieson at the Niagara
Falls Plant in the Synthetic Ammonia Department. Then part
time work, for one year, with petroleums at the Bureau of
Standards in Washington, D. C.

Then two years of experience he had as part time instruc-
tor in mathematies and also as laboratory instructor at the
University of Cincinnati,

By 1934 Mr. Bradt was given greater responsibility by be-
ing made assistant superintendent of the caustic soda depart-

ment under the leadership of J. W. Frye. Then in 1938, he
was advanced to assistant superintendent of the Ammonia Soda

Department under Wyndham P. McCready.

In June 1942, the U. S. Army needed the services of First
Lt. Bradt in the Ordnance Department at Hope, Arkansas, the
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Southwestern Proving Ground, testing arms and ammunitions.
He was released, as Major Bradt, from those duties in Novem-
ber 1945,

Mathieson immediately put him in the superintendency of
the Lime Recovery and Carbon Dioxide Plant. He continued
to equip himself for greater responsibility and in January 1947
was made General Process Superintendent, and in 1952 advanc-
ed to Operating Manager of the entire plant.

Though Mr. Bradt did not burn the bridges behind him
when he came to the Southland, he did cast his lot in the beau-
tiful and enchanting Valley of Southwest Virginia.

He married in November 1934 one of Saltville’s native
daughters, Virginia C. Helton, whose father, Daniel C. Helton,
is one of Mathieson's loyal men even from his boyhood days.

They have three children — Nancy, David, and Jim. Nancy
is now a student in the University of Cincinnati.
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Chapter XVII

DEPARTMENTAL LEADERS

Some other personages who made valuable contributions to

the company and the town were Charles Emerson Wiley, James
F. Watson, William M. McCready, George R. Bryant, and others.

C. B. Wiley was born at Emory, Virginia, in 1872. He came
to Saltville when he was only eighteen months old and was so
attracted to the town that he remained here the rest of his
days, until he departed this life in June 1952.

In October 1895, “Charlie,” as he was known to all of his
friends, joined the Mathieson Company as a chemist. He was
promoted to chemical superintendent in 1909 when E. M. Davies
passed away, and became assistant manager to Mr. MacMahon
in 1918.

Mr. Wiley’s friendly attitude made him popular everywhere
with all types of people; and his sense of humor was inherited
by his son, “Little Charles,” who now owns and operates a
furniture store in the center of town. It is not uncommon to
hear him laughing across the block, a distance of one hundred
yards away, perhaps enjoying the telling of one of his own
jokes.

James F. Watson came from Rhode Island fo Saltville in
1896. First he managed the warehouse and then became time-
keeper. Afterwards he assumed the responsibility of purchas-
ing agent and comptroller, and held that position until he re-
tired from active work in 1941.

He was very pleasant and always wore a smile. A great
baseball enthusiast and loving the sport so well, he retired as
an official in order to become a fah.

He departed this life June 2, 1945. His son, Lloyd, still
makes his residence in Saltville,

William M. McCready, born at McCready’s Gap just three
miles up the river from the plant, started to work for the com-
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pany as a fourteen-year old water boy in 1894. He saw prac-
tically every brick and joint of pipe put into the building of
the plant; and when the plant was put into operation, “Bill”
went to work on the lime kilns and then the vat house. He
worked at almost everv job in the plant and fmally became
superintendent.

Bill always gave the other fellow the credit for improve-
ments made in the plant, resulting from his own suggestions
and experiments.

He passed away in Saltville on Octoberr 9, 1938,

George R. Bryant, a native of the neighboring county of
Wythe, came to Saltville in 1897. He worked with P. A. Cov-
erston in the carpenter shop and was later a process operator
on the ammonia soda filters.

As superintendent of the ammonia soda department, he al-
ways exhibited a good spirit hefore his men, never got upset
or stopped to talk his worries over with anyone. Sickness
caused him to retire, and after hospitalization in Saltville, he
died on September 24, 1942, at the age of 69.

Rufus Kincannon Sanders was born in June 1863, and went
to work in the mines at Plasterco in 1879. His first job for
Mathieson was hauling sand, his first load being the first load
for the foundation of the tower house. He served in many
capacities, but his distinetive job was that of superintendent
of quarries.

“R. K.” was known as a jolly, good fellow who made peo-
ple laugh and could tell many good stories.

He was a member of the State Highway Commission at
the time of his death on July 18, 1924,

M. 8. Dunham came to Saltville from Titusville, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1902, where he had been an expert oil driller. He was
placed in charge of the brine wells and road supervision, and
did a splendid job.

He was a prominent citizen of the town, and was actively
connected with many interests until his death August 25, 1946.
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His son, Harry S. Dunham, was born in Saltville in 1906,
graduated at Saltville High School, and completed his course as
a chemical engineer from the University of Virginia. He join-
ed Mathieson’s Engineering Corps, and is now chemical super-
intendent.

J. W. Frye began his connection with the company as a
causticizer, and later became superintendent of the caustic de-
partment,

After his retirement, he was not satisfied to spend idle
moments, so he went into business for himself; and with his
daughter, is now living in Florida.

James Harvey Moore, born in 1869, was with the Solvay
Process Company before he came to Saltville in 1902. He was
a native of Arkansas and received his education at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas, and a bachelor of science degree at Harvard.
He not only was an important man to the Mathieson organiza-
tion w1th splendid technical training, but he is one of the best
known chemists in the trade.

He was chief ehemist, research chemist, chemical superin-
tendent, and finally technical advisor to the manager, until his
retirement in 1952, and he did admirable work in all his offices.

Mr. Moore is one of the cldest active citizens of this town,
and until a recent illness about June 1954, was riding his biey-
cle around town. He is well liked by all of his associates, and
is very interested in all matters of public concern.

He and his wife, “Maggie,” who teaches in the Saltville
School, own a magnificent home on N. P. Row. This row of
houses is so named because they were originally occupied by
families who developed and operated a new process for making
sodium cyanide and other “nitrogen products” needed during
World War L

A. B. Davenport, born in Texas, came to Saltville as the
manager of Mathieson’s department store in 1922. Everybody
was his friend for he was very congenial and served the public
with utmost consideration.
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W. B. Porterfield, a native of Glade Spring in Washing-
ton County, Virginia, completed his education at Emory and
Henry College. In 1909, he became connected with the farm
properties of the Mathieson Company, and was made farm
manager in 1917. Mr. Porterfield was an important personage
in the town. He served ag mayor, member of the school board,
manager of baseball team, director of First National Bank,
chairman of Associated Charities, and the president of the local
chapter of the American Red Cross. He passed away on March
26, 1944.

George P. Buchanan, a native of Keywood, a suburb of Salt-
ville, was superintendent of the houses department. He came
to work with the company as office boy soon after the plant
was built. After his retirement, he was an active man until
the time of his death on April 3, 1949.
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ton County, Virginia, completed his education at Emory and
Henry College. In 1909, he became connected with the farm
properties of the Mathieson Company, and was made farm
manager in 1917. Mr. Porterfield was an important personage
in the town. He served as mayor, member of the school board,
manager of baseball team, director of First National Bank,
chairman of Associated Charities, and the president of the local
chapter of the American Red Cross. He passed away on March
26, 1944.
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ville, was superintendent of the houses department. He came
to work with the company as office boy soon after the plant
was built. After his retirement, he was an active man until
the time of hiz death on April 3, 1949.
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Chapter XIX

ROMANCE OF BAKING SODA

Saltville may not have been a pioneer in manufacturing
baking soda, but it is the pioneer in producing on a commercial
scale the first soda of such a high degree of purity that not
even a trace of soda ash was contained therein. Saltville has
been supplying the demands for this soda by the fons every
day for many decades. More than half the weight of soda is

3

gas — the gas used for making good biscuits and other deIi-\

cacies, t

Baking Soda is a2 name applied to .sodium bicarbonate be-
cause of its purity. Sodium bicarbonate is the primary manu-
factured product in Saltville, and its first stage in production
is termed “crude bicarb,” from which, by careful and intricate
chemical processes, the purified products are obtained. Baking
Soda, Soda Ash, Caustic Soda, Modified Alkalies, and a host of
other chemicals — industrial, domestic, pharmaceutical, and
medicinal — are supplied to the demanding public through
many channels.

There are so many channels through which sodium bicar-
bonate is used, either directly or indirectly, in meeting the de-
mands of progressive nations, that we will confine our think-
ing to only one phase — that of baking soda used as an in-
gredient of food.

Baking Soda, or “soda” as the housewife, baker and gen-
eral public usually designate it, is used in making bread, cakes
and the like, as a light, fluffy and edible delicacy. The light-
ness or fluffiness is due to a gas (carbon dioxide, or CO., as the
chemist ealls it), which is liberated in the dough and greatly
expanded in the heated oven. It may not sound inviting to
speak of a gas being incorporated in food, and therefore, it
may not be amiss to direct our attention to this gas, and find
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out something of its property, its usefulness, where it may be
found, and how it may be obtained.

The chemists speak of this gas as CO: because that is the.
chemical formula (one part of carbon and two parts of oxygen).
Miners call it “choke damp” because it smothers animal life.
It is also known by its older name of carbonic acid gas. It con-
sists of a tiny planetary system with a carbon atom as a cen-
tral core, acting as the sun, and two oxygen atoms as planets
revolving about it; and there are millions of them flying through
the air at all times and at great speed. It is assimilated by
grasses, plants, and trees, and forms a part of their solid
bodies.

It is produced by burning coal, wood, or any carbonaceous
material in air, or oxygen. Every exhaled breath contains the
gas, due to the oxidation of waste material in the body with
the air inhaled into the lungs. This gas may be seen in small
bubbles when a soft drink is unstoppered; it produces the foam
on beer. The brewers’ vats produce great quantities by fer-
mentation. Decaying organic matter in swamps, coal mines,
and caves produce the gas. It is heavier than air and can be
poured from one vessel into another. It i3 colorless; it is in-
visible. It will not support combustion, and is therefore used
to smother fires. It suffocates animal life as it does fire.

This gas can be easily generated in a small way by treat-
ing a carbonated material, such as limestone, with an acid. But
Saltville produces it commercially in a big way by burning
limestone at a high temperature at which the gas is driven off.
Then it is supplied to the market in several ways: in baking
soda, fifty-two percent of which is gas; in cylinders of com-
pressed and liquefied gas; and in solid form, known generally
as “dry ice.”

However much could be said about this interesting and
useful gas, let us now get back to Baking Soda. In order to
have light and palatable bread, it is necessary to incorporate
this gas intimately through the dough and the question natur-
ally arises, “How can this be done conveniently and economi-
cally 7”7
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Several methods have been tried and used in the days long
since gone. One was to beat and whip air into the dough. This
wag difficult, laborious, and time-consuming, and was not very
appetizing ; yet it was better than unleavened bread, or hard-
tack. Again carbonated water was used with the flour to make
the dough. This was an improvement, and a good step forward,
but still there were many inconveniences and hardships in ob-
taining and handling the carbonated water. Too, not every
family could afford the bottles of water.

A domestic system was worked out where the gas could
be generated by souring potatoes in water, and the water used
in making the dough. This method was economical because a
large jar or crock could be placed on the floor behind the
kitchen stove where the temperature would be conducive to pro-
per fermentation of the potatoes. This suggested the incor-
poration of the yeast water in the dough and placing the dough
in a warm place so that the generated gas would cause the
dough to expand into lightness before cooking. This was a
great achievement, reached only by time and experience, and
yet there were many objections to this time-consuming method
of handling the gas. Finally, Baking Soda made its appear-
ance and was found to be the long-sought source of the gas
which could be conveniently and safely handled, and stored on
the kitchen shelf.

When a small amount was mixed in the flour and the flour
made into dough with sour buttermilk, innumerable small gas
bubbles were generated all through the dough, and when heat-
ed in the cooking oven, would expand even larger, giving the
desired results to bread, cakes, and other pastries.

Saltville no longer supplies its soda in individual one-pound
packages for domestic use, but puts it out in the largest bags
that can be conveniently handled, and these shipped by the car-
loads. It iz then used by wholesalers in making self-rising
flour, baking powders, and put in small packages for domestic
use, besides the many other uses, both for its gas-carrying cap-
acity and for its ability to neutralize acids, and for making
other chemicals.
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Chapter XX

ANECDOTES OF SALTVILLE 50 YEARS AGO

Old timers enjoy relating some of their reminiscences, and
for their provocative nature as well as the historical facts,
they are subsecribed herewith for further recollection especially
for the old timers.

In 1894 Mr. Mathieson sent Sam Routh and another boy
down the road from the brickyard to unload & wagon of bricks
to be used in building the store and office. They searched
everywhere for the wagon of bricks, but could not find it.
They did, however, find a railroad flat car loaded with brick,
and on their return informed Mr. Mathieson of the findings.
He stormed out, “What's the difference between a railroad flat
car and a wagon?’ They went back and unloaded the “wagon”
of bricks.

The bricks were manufactured in Saltville near the site
of the Georgia Salt Furnaces. The excavated hank is now used
for the school playground. The brick furnaces were fired by
wood which was corded on the hillside above the highway in
great abundance. They covered the ground for hundreds of
yvards on either side of the John Little House.

P. A. Coverston erected the store and office building, and
at the same time Jack Bebbington was building the machine
shops (now the general office), using bricks from the same
source. When the structures were well under way, Mr. Mathie-
son noticed that the shops had a nicer appearance than the
store, and on investigation found Mr. Bebbington to be se-
lecting the nicest bricks and leaving the inferior ones for Mr.
Coverston. The well-preserved building today, after sixty years
of service, speaks well of the craftsmanship of the builders and
of the durability of Saltville brick.

The store was the main business center of town — “The
Gates of the City.” It housed not only the general store, but
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also the meat market, the doctor’s office, post office, pharmacy,
plant offices, mayor’s office, and an apartment whose occupants
acted as guards at night. The front porch extended around '
both ends to the back of the building. It was about ten feet
wide, made of heavy planks and was six feet high. Four sets
of stairs were provided, one at either end and two in front.

Stepping stones were used in crossing the road. In wet
weather, the mud would be ankle deep. Horses, wagons, and
buggies were the mode of travel and the roads were easily
churned into a loblolly.

S. A. Routh told how, when as a boy, he helped fo set out
sugar maple trees between the road and sidewalk along the
way from the Episcopal Church to the old Salt Plant. The
trees were protected by strong boxes of lattice work extending
up about six feet. These trees were apparently stunted by the
hard ground, and for forty years grew very little. Finally the
protecting boxes were destroyed, and horses hitched to the trees
ate off enough of the bark to eventually kill most of them.
Only six are left, and they are very small for their age.

There were several large weeping willow trees beside the
road in front of the Methodist Church and parsonage. They
were evidently put there by Madam Russell as a limit to her
front yard. The sidewalk was only a path that ran along on
one side of the trees, and the dusty road was on the other.
Between the road and the railway was a lumber and log yard,
located for the convenience of the bank in loading railway cars.

In about 1907, there was an elderly man by the name of
Aleocks who lived with his son in the Jim Phipps house., He
was of small stature, gray beard and hair, and weighed less
than 125 pounds. Apparently he was not wanted even by his
own people and was forced to seek garden work from house to
house. He was quiet, unassuming, and carried a dejected ex-
pression. The townspeople generally were kind fo him and
would give him light work around the house, and pay him in
food, clothing, and a little money. One day in seeking employ-
ment, he was unsuccessful and feared to return home, empty-
handed. His absence aroused the interest of the entire com-
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munity and a ‘search was made throughout the wellfield and
adjacent territory. The ditches and holes that might have en-
trapped him were carefully examined. The railway employees
had been queried about the probability of his having left town
by that means.

Then on the third day, a Methodist minister, the late Hugh
B. Brown, who previous to his entering the ministry, had been
employved by a noted detective agency, discovered footprints
going down the bank of the water-filled abandoned gypsum
mine, not coming up again. He surmised that Mr. Alcocks
would be found at the bottom of this mine pit.

With the aid of grappling hooks, the bod; was brought to
the surface and recovered by Mr. Vandergriff and others. Al-
cocks had carefully tied bricks on the ends of a strong cord
and swung them around his neck; then by whirling the bricks,
choked off his breath, and in this smothered condition fell,
sliding down the banks into his watery grave.

The old salt plant of Mathieson’s was surrounded by a solid
plank fence about seven feet high and served as an ideal bill-
board. On one occasion, it had been plastered from one end
to the other and from top to bottom, with advertising posters,
of an approaching tent show, depicting in attractive colors tra-
peze performers swinging gracefully though the air, clowns
with hideous and comical make-up, enormous noses and big
feet; roaring Hons with viciousness portrayed in their-attitude,
elephants going through their capers and in parade, holding
che another by the tail; placards of the fat lady, the mummi-
fied remains of a past performer, the skeleton of a giant man,
the sword-swallower, the fire-eater, and all the various other
attractions that the tent show could produce were emblazoned
on these highly colored posters.

Some young men and boys from the nearby farmland came
on horseback to witness for the first time the big tent show,
this one they had heard so much about and were anxious and
eager to see,

They rode their horses from one end of the fence to the
other and back again, time after time, reading and interpreting
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the apparently enlivened pictures, and finally on their last
round, late in the afternoon, they asked a stranger who was
standing by the fence, with his arms akimbo, full of curiosity
and watching the boys, “Who do we have to pay for seeing this
show??” The stranger was perplexed at first, but soon recov-
ered and said, “Pay ME — twenty-five cents each!” With
some degree of satisfaction and yet slightly askant, each paid
his fee and started on his way home fully thrilled with his
first experience of a big tent show.

Hitching racks were located above and below the store and
at least once a week, great congregations of horse-swapping
men would gather around these places and spend the day in
praising the good points of their steeds, and it wasn’t uncom-
mon for them to stimulate the nags with hypodermics and with
aleoholic beverages.

0ld cast iron salt kettles were placed along the roads, with
a continuous stream of fresh water ‘overflowing the sides,
whence horses and cattle frequently quenched their thirst.

‘One incident of a horse-swapper that may represent those
who plied their trade in that day was one who rode his old
gray horse to Abingdon to the fair and swapped several fimes
during the day, getting some boot each time; then late that
evening ecoming home riding the same old gray horse with about
one hundred dollars profit he had gained during the day.

There was a big Fourth of July celebration held in 1904
in which many contests were witnessed by a large throng of
out-of-town visitors. The Norfolk and Western Railroad ran
a special passenger train in and out of town all during the day.
Thousands of people were gathered at the wellfield in front of
and to the east of the Old Hotel. '

A number of townspeople refused to go into the field be-
cause they were afraid the great weight of people on the ground
would cause a cave-in or the bottom would give way. The con-
tests which were engaged in consisted of horseback tfourna-
ments for men (Dr. T. J. Hughes, the winner); side saddle
riding for the ladies (Mrs. P. A. Coverston, the winner);
bieyele racing around the town, one hundred-yard dashes, one-
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mile races, one-mile relays, three-leg races, shot-put, greasy
pole, greasy pig, broad-jumps, baseball, javelin throw, discus
throw, hop-skip-and-jump, hurdle races, fire-hose-cart race, with
J. Rj Perfater and M. 8. Dunham as captains (Perfater’s team
won).

The bicycle course round the town was about two miles long
and several men took part. A woman was on the track about
a half mile from the start. She was directly on the line being
raced by G. Vick Little, who seeing that she was perplexed and
about to jump directly in his path, dived, wheel and all, in a
deep ditch full of water and mud. This incident was enjoyed
and appreciated more than the rest of the contest, and the spec-
tators wanted to give Vick the prize.

Some of the promoters of the various events were the late
H. E. Dixon, L. H. Gammon, A. W. Ristine, J. R. Perfater, T.
B. Hobbs, T. G. Hobbs, G. P. Buchanan, G. V. Little, J. 8. Goet-
chius, W. D. Mount, Pat McBride, J. C. Kent, M. S. Dunham,
A. H, Finks, Charles W. Palmer, John R. George, Kenley Gray-
son, and Mrs, P. A. Coverston; also Dr. T. J. Hughes, surgeon
of the Shenandoah Hospital, Roancoke, Virginia, at the time of
his death on March 19, 1955; Lula Buchanan, who married Dr.
George Wright, of Marion; and Walter B. Martin, outstanding
practicing physician in Norfolk; and others,

(68)

Chapter XXI

A CATASTROPHE

On December 24, 1924, the “muck dam” broke loose. The
ground was covered with a light snow, sleet had frozen on top
of the snow, the temperature was much below freezing, and a
light sleet was still in the air.

Such were the conditions on that Christmas Eve when the
muck dam broke at 8 P. M.

Excitement gripped the neighborhood for miles around.
Automobiles were wrecked in many places along the road where
people, anxious to assist, were too excited to take the neces-
sary precautions for safety.

The dam or lagoon was comparatively small in area; yet
the foundation and retaining walls were adequate for an ele-
vation of about twelve feet, but as time passed from 1908 to
1924, the retaining walls had been gradually heightened with-
out the proper thickness until a great volume of immense ton-
nage of viscous mud was retained by an inadegquate shell.

Without any warning, the wall gave way, the mud slipped,
and ran across the small valley and river, taking in its violence
several pieces of surface ground on which small trees remained
upright. Fences were swept away, some of the posts and shrub-
bery were sheered off at ground level, houses were dislodged
from their foundations, and some had floated downstream.

Nineteen people lost their lives. Some were grandparents
endeavoring to spend Christmas with their children, and failed
even to get inside the house.

In rescuing the people and dragging them through the
muck, it was necessary to tie ropes around the bodies of the
reseuers in order to assist in getting them and the rescued back
to land. Some houses nearby were set on fire to give light for
the search. John Mantz, an auto mechanic, and his helpers car-
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ried batteries and headlights to the brow of the hill opposite
the dam and directed the light beams on some of the rescuers.

The Mathieson Plant was shut down and all the employees
were anxious to drag through the muck to recover the bodies
of the residents and visitors. The homeless were taken in by
neighbors until adjustments could be had; and the injured were
eared for in the local hospital,

The cry of a child was heard on Christmas Day coming
from a house that had floated down the river. It was partly
immersed but most of the upstairs floor was dry. Two little
rirls, apparently not knowing what had happened during the
night, were on the bed. They were taken out through a hole
cut in the roof, and tenderly cared for in the home of H. A.
Ruetschi until they could be taken by relatives.

People down the river were enabled to salvage some house-
hold property as it floated along.

After the water had subsided, one person thought he saw
an auto tire or tube caught near the bank; but on closer ex-
amination, found it to be the exposed limb of one of the vic-
tims. On January 24, exactly one month after the dam failed,
the body of the last vietim was recovered. '
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Chapter XXII

SLAVES

The first slaves in America were brought from Africa and

sold at Jamestown, Virginia, in the early part of the seven-
teenth century. For the next two hundred years, traffic in
slavery was carried on. The new immigrant negro slaves were
very uncouth, and could not have provided their food nor pro-
tected themselves from the vicissitudes and inclemencies of the
weather. It was a blessing for them that they were trained
and nurtured. The treatment of slaves has been and is a con-
troversial subjeet, but suffice it to say that they were given
an education such as they could take, and their religious train-
ing was no small part of their daily life. They definitely out-
lived their masters, and in most cases, outlived their masters’
children.

Madame Russell maintained her slaves for seven years af-
ter her conversion to Christianity. She loved her servants and
fostered them in a very tender manner until she was convinced

. that they could care for themselves in a state of freedom. This

is her deed of emancipation:

“WHEREAS by the wrong doing of men it hath been the
unfortunate lot of the following negroes to be slaves for life,
to-wit Vina, Adam, Naney Sen, Nancy, Kitty and Selah. And

whereas believing the same have come into my possession by
the direction of Providence and conceiving from the clearest

conviction of my conscience, aided by the power of a good and
just God, that it is both sinful and unjust, I do, therefore, bv
these presents under the influence of a duty I not only owe to
my conscience, but the just God who made us all, make free
the said negroes, hoping while they are free of man they will

faithfully serve their Maker through the merits of Christ.
Given under my hand and seal this 21st day of July 1795.
—ELIZABETH RUSSELL (L. 8.)”
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| Among the slaves of General William Campbe]} was one of
special interest, John Broady. He acted as body servant to
General Campbell and was with him on many military expedi-
tions.

John was in company with General Campbell, Mrs. Camp-
bell and their small daughter, returning home from Sunday
service, when they saw a man by the name of Hopkins swerve
from the road-and race his horse through the brush toward
the middle fork of the Holston River.

General Campbell recognized him as one who had worked
for him, and had subsequently sold himself to the Tories. He
had excited the Indians to plunder and even to murder the
settlers. He had stolen horses, and was then enlisting-men to
serve under him in fighting with the Tories. General Camp-
bell excused himself and pursued him. Jchn Broady followed
on foot to assist his master. The renegade was overtaken in
the River when his horse became frightened and refused to
ford the stream. After disarming the man of fwo pistols and
a sword, and finding on his person a list of names — men who
had promised to fight for him and the Tories — he was, with
the aid of three other church men, hanged on the limb of a
tree which projected over the river. As he sat on his horse,
the halter was securely fastened to the limb and then tied
around his neck. The horse was driven from under him.

John Broady was of such high character and intellect that
General Campbell requested that, after his death, he be given
his freedom. General Francis Preston inherited this slave,
through his wife, Sarah B. Campbell Preston, and not only
emancipated him but also gave him a rich piece of land near
Cedar Branch, which is to this day called “Broady Bottom.”
The following is his deed of emancipation:

“WHEREAS my negro man John (alias) John Broady,
claims a promise of freedom from his former master General
William Campbell, for his faithful attendance on him at all
times, and more partienlarly while he was in the last war, and
I who eclaim the said negro in right of my wife, daughter of
the said General William Campbell, feeling a desire to emanci-
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pate the said negro man John, as well as for the fulfillment of
the above-mentioned pl‘omlse, as the gratification to a fellow
creature, who by nature is entitled thereto, do by these pres- -
ents for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators fully
emancipate and make free to all intent and purposes the said
negro man- John' (alias) John Broady from me forever. As
witness my hand and seal the 20th day of September, One
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three.

: S . —FRANCIS PRESTON (L. S.).”

There was qiite a 1ai'gé negro’ settlement in Saltville after
the emancipation. "They had been, to a great extent, loyal to
their owners and wanted to continue as loyal friends. They
had their own' schools, although. the teachers were usually
white. They worshipped in the churches with the white people,
and occupied the gallety which was prepared especially for
them. The'ir'creed was whatever their white friend accepted.

There was never better attention and care of white children
than that exercised by the negro mammies. They confinued to
cook for fhe white people and withal to enjoy the full satisfac-
tion of knowing that they were sure of good things to eat and
plenty- for all.
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Chapter XXIII

WORLD WAR 1 BROUGHT NEED FOR NEW
SALTVILLE PLANT

D'uring‘ World War I, the United States Government was
in need of a compound formed by the fixation of atmospheric
nitrogen. It was sodium cyanide and was so desperately need-
ed for war purposes that the American Chemical Society was
called upon to suggest the best method of preducing it in suffi-
cient quantity to meet the requirement. Dr. Charles L. Parsons,
of the Bureau of Mines, and secretary of the American Chemical
Society, investigated the different methods of producing sodium
cyanide, and recommended the Bucher method as being the
best one; but even that would require experimentation. The
Saltville Plant was at that time operating the Bucher method
under the name of the Nitrogen Products Corporation. The
nitrogen in high concentration was available from the alkali
towers discharge. :

In 1918, the Government started the construction of a $2;-
000,000 plant in Saltville at Broady Bottom, and at the same
time sent drafted servicemen to Saltville to learn the opera-
tions of the process. Some of the men sent here were former
Mathieson employees. William Ivey, a chemist from Lynch-
burg, was sent back as an officer, but preferred to be a pri-
vate:; and Dr. Norman E, Holt, back as Captain Helt in charge
of the Chemical Plant No. 4.

The imperative need of the plant was so great that Salt-
ville could not accommodate the number of men employed. Bar-
racks were constructed in Broady Bottom to house them, and
after the plant was completed, the barracks were used for the
oceupancy of soldiers who were stationed here.

A mirth-provoking incident, rather pathetic to some, oc-
curred during the alertness of the night guard. An old army
horse that had served faithfully for years and was a pet of the
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boys, was put on the retired list and zallowed to roam over the
ground at will. The guard post on the upper end of the grounds,
in the railroad cut, was so spooky that. the boys dreaded duty
at that place. Strange noises, creeping things, and floating ob-
jects, had so often been seen by the other fellow that a super-
stitious atmosphere enveloped the boys who feared that they
mighit be placed there on night duty.

In fact, so many tales had been reiterated concerning the
actual appearance of ghosts and of the regular army goblins
that this post became a bugbear to the soldiers. One dark
night, the guard heard some one walking, and yelled “Halt!
halt! halt!,” and fired his rifle in the direction of the intruder.
The alarm called forth a squadron of guards with flashlights.
The location was searched carefully, but no evidence of any-
one was found. The next morning the old war horse was found
dead and in his stall. A high powered army bullet had traveled
up his spine and emerged at the neck. The sadness of foolish-
ly losing this cherished pet of the camp caused the boys to
feel somewhat honored when placed on guard duty at the now
sacred place where the horse met his death.

Great quantities of liguid air were made at the Plant in order
to get the nitrogen; the oxygen was allowed to evaporate into
the atmosphere. When the Spanish influenza epidemic spread
over the country, Saltville did not escape. Five-gallon milk cans
were nsed to carry liguid oxygen to the sick rooms. Instead of
using oxygen tents, the whole room was used as one. The
oxygen was plentiful and would normally have been discarded.
Though many lives were saved, yet deaths occurred daily. The
supply of caskets in this part of the state was soon exhausted
and no more were available.

Mathieson carpenters made box coffins in which to bury
the dead. At times they were made double, especially for chil-
dren. :

Very little was known about the disease at that time. When

" it struek, people became helpless as though partly paralyzed,

even though pains in every joint, head, and chest were ex-
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cruciating. Pneumonia usually claimed the victim within' two
or three days.

During the epidemic, the Mathieson Plant was closed and
only a few men stayed on duty as guards. Sparrows built their
nests in the once noisy furnace room, and their chirping could
be heard from one end of the building to the other. Fortunate-
ly there were always some active people to care for the sick
and to bury the dead. Congregations were prohibited, fun-
erals were short and burials simple.
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Chapter XXIV

GOLLEHON, A LIEUTENANT AT SIXTEEN

One of the youngest officers on record was a sixteen-year
old lieutenant who fought during the “War Between the States.”
He was Joseph H. Gollehon, whose home was at Seven Mile Ford
in Smyth County. Mr. Gollehon afterwards worked in the
Mathieson Alkali Works office.

He fought in the defense of Saltville along with his father
and three brothers.

It is interesting to note his sentiments as a veteran when
America entered the Great European War. His feelings at
that time were expressed in his poem, “With The Boys of ’17.”
It was published in the Bristol Courier in 1917 and is typiecal
of “Joe.”

“Get my haversack, Sarah, and my old worn suit of gray;

Get my sunburned cap, Sarah, for I'll need them all today;

Get my cartridge box, too, Sarah, and my battered old canteen,
For I'm going over to France, Sarah, with the boys of '17.

Never mind the tatters, Sarah, the holes either large or small,

They were pierced by enemy bullets, Sarah, searching for us all;

Hand down the unshamed flag, Sarah, the sword that once was
keen,

And I'll carry them over to France, Sarah, with the' boys of "17.

The old gray suit won’t fit, Sarah, as it did in sixty-one;
Never mind the empty sleeve, Sarah, think of it as in days agone;
It looks not half so well, Sarah, as the khaki of olive green,
But I’ll wear it over to France, Sarah, with the boys of '17.

The sword belt is too loose, Sarah, tie this strap beneath my
chin,

For I'm a little old, Sarah, and my uniform is thin,

But faith sublime I have, S8arah, and I’'m anxious to be seen

A boy of ’61, Sarah, with the boys of "17.
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I'm ready now, so goodbye, Sarah, bid all my friends adieu,

Don’t look so grieved, Sarah, the years will seem but few,

I'm going to crush the Kaiser, S8arah, preserve Liberty fresh and
green,

For I'm going over to France, Sarah, with the boys of '17.”
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Chapter XXV

MEDICAL DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS

Early doctors for Saltville were Dr. Thomas Dunn, of Plas-

terco; and Dr. M. P. Watson, of North Holston. Dr. George E.
Wiley was the first resident doctor here, and he endeared him-
self in the hearts of the citizenry. He had sharp, penetrating
eyes, was a deep and fast thinker, and made rather blunt diag-
nostic reports.

When Teddy Davies was injured by his ear running into a
wagon, several out-of-town medical experts were called in to
assist Dr. Wiley. They made their examinations and repaired
to a separate room in the hotel to discuss their findings, and
apparently ignored Dr. Wiley. After each man had expressed
his opinion using high-faluting medical terms which apparent-
ly none of them understood, they then tried to prognosticate
the outcome in a safe and conservative way. To alleviate their
tension and to relax, they recognized Dr. Wiley who was up
to this time seldom considered, and asked him if he had an
-opinion.

He said, “Yes! In plain language, he was hit in the mouth
with a wagon tongue, now has blood poisoning, and is going to
«die, and you can’t do anything about it.” Dr. Wiley was right.

Dr. Wiley had his office in the Mathieson General Store
building in a room which included the bay window now near the
store office. Every night or early morning he would paste a
typewritten piece of paper on his office window with some of
his poetie or witty knowledge. No one ever saw him put them
there, but each morning a new one would attract the atten-
tion of a great number of men on their way to work at seven
o’clock.

One piece of wisdom: “A Negro aint got no sense, neither-
has a mule; but if the white man don’t tend to his own busi-
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ness, he aint got as much sense as the Negro or the mule either
one.”

Dr. Wiley was always a very busy man, but never too busy to
enjoy a joke. Once a friend asked him if he knew what time it
was. Dr. Wiley stopped, took out his watch, looked at it, put
it back in his pocket, and said, “Yeah!,” and walked on.

Dr. Haynes Gammon joined Dr. Wiley in 1893 during the
smallpox epidemic. Subsequent doctors were Dr. Edmondson,
Ben Sanders, J. L. Early, J. H. Dunkley, T. J. Hughes, T. K.
MecKee, R. D. Campbell, J. A. Soyars, C. C. Hatfield, and P. W.
Cowherd.

Dr. C. 1. Irving served several years as a resident surgeon
under Dr. McKee. Surgeons from Abingdon had been accom-
modating Saltville Hospital on' short notice, until recently when
Dr. M. J. Boyle, succeeded by Dr. C. O. Finne, took up work
here.

The first hospital in Saltville was a building half way be-
tween British Row and the plant. It was known, and is still
spoken of, as the “Accident House,” and is now used as a resi-
dence. Its name was acquired because most of the patients
were Mathieson employees injured in the plant. -

Several times during the year, Dr. Staley from Bristol came
to the Accident House to perform operations on children for
the removal of tonsils and adenoids.

About 1925 the rooms in Mathieson General Store occupied
by the John R. Perfator family were converted intoc a hospital
and doctor’s office. This was in the center of town with the
railroad running past it on one side and thé main street on the
other. Naturally, quiet surrouiidings.,_weref not the case.

As the years went by, the hospital grew, not only in the
number of beds, but was equipped with an operating room with
modern conveniences and capable of almost any kind of surgery.

The necessity for expansion was greater than the build-
ing could accommodate, and on November 24, 1950, the hos-
pital was moved into a specially constructed building — the
new forty-four bed “Thomas K. McKee Hospital.” It is located
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out of the immediate business section on one of the many
scenic hills which surrounds the village. This hospital with
its initial equipment cost approximately $200,000.00.

Dr. Thomas K. McKee, for whom the new hospital was
named, became the chief doctor of Saltville about 1926, and
this makes him the senior member of the medical profession
in Saltviile.

He was born on November 20, 1873, at St. Clair's Bot-
tom, and began the practice of medicine in that community in
1897. In 1904 he moved to Chilhowie, and to Saltville on June
15, 1912.

Dr. McKee is still an active man, interested in civic im-
provements, having served a number of years on the school
board, and as president of the loecal chapter of the American
Red Cross; he is also a past master of William King Masonic
Lodge.
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Chapter XXVI

SMALLPOX AND ITS FEARS

Smallpox was brought to the fast-growing town of Saltville

in November 1893 by an influx of men who came as builders —
carpenters, bricklayers, and masons. Dr. George E. Wiley, the
resident medical practitioner, not only served the town but the
entire valley. During this distressed period of smallpox epi-
demic, he needed help in administering to the cases, and answer-
ing the call for many patients.

Dr. L. Haynes Gammon, a young man fresh from college,
answered the call and east his lot in the valley. He was the
brother of Mrs. Oscar Miller, and the uncle of Mrs. T. B. Por-
terfield and Mrs. W. G. Buchanan.

It is related that when Dr. Gammon glanced at his first
case of sickness, which as yet had not been diagnosed, he didn’t
hesitate in pronouncing it “smallpox.” The disease up to that
time was considered as fatal as yellow fever. Very few cases
ever recovered, and those who did, waited on or acted as nurses
for the afflicted, and at a high rate of compensation.

When word was noised abroad that smallpox was the
sickness, the people on foot were thrown into consternation.

The town was put under quarantine. The train continued
to run in and out of Saltville, but passengers who had not been
told of the quarantine were stranded for a time. The late C.-N.
Sanders came by train from Wythe County into town, but find-
ing out about conditions, got off in the upper end of town and
then quietly made his exit on the returning train. Later he
returned to Saltville and became chief chemist for the Mathie-
son Alkali Works for a long period of time. He was a grad-
uate of Emory and Henry College and the University of Vir-
ginia. He did a splendid job in helping to keep up the quality
of our products.
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P. A. Coverston came here from Salem, Virginia, as a mas-
ter-builder, and during this scare, fifty of his carpenters slip-
ped out of town during the night and fled across the mountain
into Tazewell County. A few days later, he noticed his remain-
ing carpenters, about a dozen in all, whispering and passing
word around. Finally one of them approached and said that
they too were afraid, and intended to &lip out of fown across
the mountain during the night.

Mr. Coverston replied, “I am not exposed more than the
others, and yet I will not run the risk of spreading the dread-
ful and fatal disease among my relatives and friends. I am
going to remain here and do my duty.”

Then the uneasy men took courage and decided to stay and
nofc run the risk of spreading the disease.

Mr. Coverston did stay; at the house to which he went
to find board, he saw the lady he wanted to marry. So that
straightway settled it — he did stay! He died at Saltville in
May 1958.

These carpenters started on the plans for the three houses
northeast of the Kent house, the home of H. S. Dunham being
the first one. Before this was well under way, Mr. Palmer
called them off that job to build the house presently occupied
by the Honorable J. Q. Peeples, mayor of Saltville, and one of
the superintendents of Mathieson Chemical Corporation. An-
other master, John Moore, supervised the building of the Dun-
ham house,

One of the first cases of smallpox, the one recognized by
Dr. Gammon, was a Mr. Rumley, the father of the late “Aunt
Allie” Rumley who made her home with Marty MecIntyre, of
Allison Gap; and of Manuel Rumley, who lived at Glade Spring
and reared a large family of boys and girls. Mr. Rumley died
in the Kent house and was buried on the side of the hill in the
hollow behind the house.

His burial was not simple because of the fear of the dreaded
disease. Mr. Rumley’s body was placed on the axle and shafts
of a two-wheel cart. Trace chains and a horse were attached
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to the rear of the cart, and two men held the shafts to support
the coffin and to guide the vehicle. The grave was lined with
quicklime and the coffin covered with the same disinfectant.
The grave was carefully fenced and a large rock placed at the
head.

Pest houses were built for those who were exposed and
afflicted. They were located in the hollows back of the Kent
house, and back of the Bal Little house. There was also one
between the road and the railway, where the school buildings
are now located. '

Twelve vears later, a case of smallpox contracted by one
of the boarders in the Burton house, which is now owned by
Mrs. Floyd Gillenwater, caused great excitement, and prompted
the population to stampede into the doctors office for vac-
cinations.

It was about 1905 when the man, broken out with the
disease, was assisted on foot to a new shack in the hollow be-
hind the Kent house. Dr. Dunkley went behind the man spray-
ing the ground with a disinfectant. A Mr. Snead Chapman, who
had survived the epidemic of 1893-1894, cared for the patient
at a rate of five dollars per day — an enormous rate at that
time. Their meals were carried in a basket to a point on the
hillside and left for Mr. Chapman to pick up and take around
the hill to the shack.

After the patient recovered, tubs of disinfected bath water
were placed several hundred feet away from the shack, and
further still were two suits of clothes and accessories laid on
the ground. The men were instructed to douse the shack with
kerosene oil inside and out, including the furnishings, then to
strip off their clothes, shoes and all, set the place on fire, take
a bath, and finally dress and then go to their respective homes.
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Chapter XXVII

GHOST LORE OF EARLY DAYS

The Madam Russell House was built of logs in 1788. It
was located just back, and to the right, of the Madam Russell
Memorial Methodist Church, and facing the same direction.
The south corner of the house rested on the ground where
the north corner of the Sunday School rooms now rest. There
were two rooms on the bottom floor and two upstairs. In later
years, lean-to rooms were added. The log kitchen and servant
houses were separate buildings and conveniently located.

About 1845, a family of Taylors lived in this house. One
sunny afternoon, Mrs. Taylor left her young daughter, Amanda,
(who later married Jim Phipps), and a visiting girl to play in
the yard while she went around the lake to visit a neighbor
in the Preston House. She told the girls they could each get a
peach from the basket on the newel post, but if they got more
than ONE, the silk petticoats would come down the steps af-
ter them. They got the peaches without difficulty, but later
decided to go back for a second helping. Just as they reached
for the peaches, they heard distinctly the rattle of petticoats
coming to the head of the steps.

The girls left the peaches and ran down to the lake. They
looked back to see if it were necessary to run atouﬁd the lake,
but not being pursued, they patiently waited for the return of
Mrs. Taylor.

Around 1900, different families doubted the stories of the
haunted house; but after occupying it for a short while, were
convinced and hastily moved out.

For several years eerie stories had been connected with
- ‘this house and its environs. It was claimed to be a convenient
abode for blood-curdling inhabitants. In the hollow back of
" 'thé house was a swampy hog supporting the growth of cat-
tails, reeds, and occasionally a Jack o’lantern. These balls of
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tfire would rise from the swamp bed and slowly and silently
glide away. Some have claimed that an old woman — a witch

— would sweep them up and then ride away on them. It was

reported to be a breeding place of blood-thirsty vampires.

Another convenient haunt for neighboring night prowlers
was a cave, up the hollow hehind the house, in which the In-
dians had buried their dead. Both giant and pygmie skeletons
have been found in this cave. It is said that even in recent
yvears, during thunder storms, something like pygmies dart in
and out of the cave. They carried a brilliantly striped stick,
and during lighining storms, would poke them up out of the
cave and cause the thunder to roar. In fact, some people claim-
ed that the jabbing of the stick caused the lightning and
thunder.

Now, coming back to the house and its ghosts, the story
goes that the two upstairs rooms had windows in the ends and
a door in the center of a partition. ' This door could never be
kept closed during an entire night. It had been locked time
and time again, but in the mornings; it would be open. It had
been bolted, chairs and rock doorstops placed against it, but
every morning it would be ajar. No one slept upstairs. Some-
times during the night there would be the spookmh sound of
chains rattling over the floor.

After the house was abandoned as a dwelling, no one ever
dared to go near the place at night, except one rather large
boy who claimed he was not afraid and did not believe in
ghosts. So he was challenged by his companions to take a
marked nail and drive it in the centér of the floor after dark.
In those days, boys wore hand-me-down clothes, ‘and this
courageous boy was wearing his father’s long-tail coat.

During a dark and dreary night, when the screeching of
the owls caused goose pimples on the boys who stayed a dis-
tanece from the house, the nail was actually driven in the cen-
ter of the main floor. As the boy endeavored to leave the room,
a ghost grabbed him by the coat-tail. He screamed and yelled
for help, and in struggling, he tore the tail entirely off his
coat and ran at breath-taking speed to his companions.
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In the course of time, he regained his breath and was en-
abled to relate what had happened. The next day during the
brightness of a noonday sun, they cautiously approached the
house to see if the nail was still in the floor. The nail was
there — securely driven in the middle of the floor — right
through the coat-tail.

The roads were made of cinders, and after being well pack-
ed down by wagons and general traffic, were black and dusty.
At night they were perfect hiding places in which ghosts were
wont to lurk. One could hear the sound of their feet on the
road, and see the dust kicked up, but could not see the varmints.

From apparently reliable sources would come the hair-
raising stories of the black dog and the harrowing experiences
encountered with him. However, they were always harmless.
The dog would pace along the road beside a traveler; and even
when several travelers were together, they all saw him. He
would glide along as a shadow that traverses rocks, wire fences,
creeks, and gullies with no abatement of energy or interest.
Occasionally he has been known to jump up on a horse behind
the rider.

Tom Hurt had an experience with the black dog about the
year 1900. He, a pipefitter at the plant, was returning from
work at midnight and as he approached the cattle pen, near the
Mathieson sereening plant, out of the swampy ground nearby
appeared the black dog. It trotted along beside Tom for a
quarter of a mile — sometimes in front and again lagging be-
hind. Tom found several rocks, and was satisfied that he
threw some of them right straight through the white spot in
the dog’s forehead, with no apparent objection on the dog’s
part. He then drew his revolver and at short range pumped
five balls of lead into him, without ill effect. Yet Tom was
not scared nor dreaming, but was interested in destroying the
dog. .

As they approached British Row, the dog ran ahead some
little distance and disappeared at a large wooden bridge that
spanned a wide open sewer which drained the excess water
from the valley.

(87)



Near this bridge was a fenced-in corn mill and eribs. Tom:
heard the tortuous screams of a woman that sounded as if she
might have been under the bridge or among the cribs. He
turned and ran to the nearest house on British Row and arous-
ed a Mr. Backley, and related the incident.

They immediately armed themselves with lanterns and pis-
tols and diligently searched under the bridge and around the
cribs. But they could find no tracks or evidence of a woman
or the dog.

This notorious black dog has been seen for years on many
oceasions and by a number of people anywhere in Poore Valley
from Tumbling Creek to Watson’s Gap, and back by Cedar
Branch into Saltville.
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| Chapter XXVIII

CAVES AND OLD ROADS

In 1847, Colonel Thomas Preston dug an outlet to the lake

and then dug ditches through the bottom for further drainage.
In throwing up the dirt from the ditches, a rcad was made on
the swampy ground. This road later was macadamized by
‘George W. Palmer, who also hedged it on both sides with Osage
orange, and these were annually trimmed to bush size; but at
-distances of about 100 feet apart, one bush was allowed to grow
‘to full tree size. This made a beautiful road for carriage, or
pedestrian-travel, and for years it was used as lover’s lane
-especially on Sunday afternoons.

It extended from the ‘“old store” through the middle of the
‘field to a junction of a similar road from the Palmer Springs
to the Mathieson Store. Previous to this time, there was a
road going around the lake from the “old store” to the Burr-

" Stone Mill at the Palmer Springs. Very few people nowadays

remember this road. The impression miay still be seen on the
erassy slope of the south side of the wvalley.

- Today, state highway No. 91 passes through Saltville in a
general northeast-southwest direction for about 214 miles and
forms the main artery of traffic. The remaining streets are,
in general, either parallel or at right angles of this arterial
highway. The state highway is hard surfaced with bituminous
macadam throughout its course. The other streets, totalling
.about eight miles in length, are partially improved.

In about 1910 several college boys working at the Mathie-
son Plant made a toboggan out of drum iron and big enough
to accommodate six or eight joy riders. The boys persuaded
:some of the office girls to accompany them down this slope
on a snow ride. They started at the top, near the wooded sec-
‘tion, and down they came with all the momentum possible, un-
‘til they hit the old rough road bed. Then there appeared to
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be a silent explogion in which only arms and legs, intermingled
with screams, were seen flying through the air. They landed
as they had flown, with no respect for a three-point landing.

The next day, crutches and canes were the order of the
day. There was no sale for the toboggan; in fact, it could not
even be given away.

The road from British Row to the Plant was so narrow
that it was quite difficult for two wagons to pass. On one side
of the road was an embankment which sustained the railroad
tipple and on the other side, an exceedingly large open ditch
which took care of the town’s sewage and drained the excess
water from the wellfield. In addition to the traffic on this
road going to the Plant, there was also traffic on the road to-
ward Cedar Branch going to the Cheese Factory which was
owned and managed by a Mr. Tanner, who evidently started this
factory in about 1877. It was located on the right side of the
road going down to the “Government Plant.” The brick house
now used as a dwelling was a large spring house in which cold
water was used to refrigerate great quantities of milk and
butter, People would travel for miles in order to get a supply
of milk, butter, and cheese aft, little expense.

A cave in the realm of the Valley merits historical men-
tion and is in Lover’s Leap, the mouth of which is on the
precipitous side facing northwest. There is a narrow entrance
that opens into a rather large room, then a hallway which dips
downward for a distance and opens into another large room.
Some considerable distance back and downward, there is an
opening through which one must crawl several feet before
emerging into another room.

It has been said that a man who had violated the law in
a felonious way had taken refuge in this cave, and while being
sought, the wall of the cave gave way and enclosed him in this
lethal prison. The tunnel mentionad above was laboriously dug
to extricate the man, The cave now contains enocugh of choke
damp (carbon dioxide gas) to make it hazardous to travel very
far. It is considered safe inside as long as a candle will burn.

(90)

Chapter XXIX

RIVERS AND THE CLIMATE

Ifndians were living in the valley in 1745, but perhaps white
man had crossed this section earlier than this on his exploring
voyages following the river into Tennessee. The river at that
time was known as Indian River, and sections of it were desig-
nated by the name of the tribe who inhabited its banks.

The first white man, so it is said, who tried to farm some
of the ground was Steve Holston, and no doubt the river took
his name.

This river in Saltville, the North Fork of the Holston, has
not only been a gentle means of transportation in days gone
by and an essential source of water supply for industrial pur-
poses, but has also been a violent and hazardous element to
control.

Its flow has varied from an annual normal of 300 cubic
feet per second to as little as 18 and as much as 13100 second
feet.

The treacherousness of the stream in 1892 was so vicious
that it swallowed up in death three of the beautiful and lovely
children of Worley H. Musslewhite — Carrie, Mattie, and May.
They lived on the banks of the river, and it was common for
them to use their boat to cross from side to side; but this time,
the swirling rapids of a bend in the stream capsized the boat
and smothered them in its violence.

On October 14, 1947, at 2:00 P. M., the river dropped out
of sight. At North Holston, the river bed took a dive into a
recently abandoned gypsum mine and the thirsty hole consum-
ed the water for thirty-nine hours, during which time hundreds
of people were catching fish by hand along the almost dry river
bed. Water dogs in the excitement were squirming among the
rocks arid mud trying to find a safe hiding place. Bystanders
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remarked about the blushing embarrassment of the pink color-
ed dogs as they scampered from place to place, trying to hide
their nakedness.

Apropos this valuable and historic stream, its normal com-
position bespeaks its purity and freshness as it chatters and
flows from its mountain springs to enlarge the brimming Ten-
nessee River and give power to its Tennessee Valley Electric
Generating plants; ‘

Neutrality oo 8.0 pH
Clarity (compared with distilled water) ........ 90 per cent
Total SoldS ..ocoieeeiieeeeeee oot neneeae 92 ppm
Organic and Volatile Matter ... 43 ppm
MInerals e 50 ppm
Biearbonate e 90 ppm
Fixed Nifrogen e eeessvesiniaenns .08 ppm
Chlorides e 3 ppm
SUIDALES e e 12 ppm
1T U 6 ppm
Iron and Alumina ... 4 ppm
CalCilm e 6 ppm
Magnesia e . 9 ppm
Sodium and Potassium ... 17 ppm
Soap Hardness ......vieimnnrss e eeeeaeees 50 ppm

Thus it may be seen that the river carries ample supply of
minerals and food for man, beast, and fish (including the water
dogs).

The elevation of Saltville Valley is 1717 feet above sea
level. It is enclosed with a series of hills which protect the
valley from cyclonic hazards. The average annual tempera-
ture is 55° F., with a monthly average of 36° for January, and
74° for July. The other months are gradual grades between
these limits.

The highest temperature on Saltville record is 102° F. in
July 1926. The lowest is 12° F. below zero in January 1940.
January broke its record going up to 76° F. on the 25th in
1950,
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Chapter XXX

INDUSTRY BEGAN WITH BLUE GRASS FARMING

The primary and oldest industry of Saltville is farming
and cattle-raising, for it is mot difficult to raise export cattle
directly on the grass. The growth of the grass is so spontane-
ous that it readily covers the hills and valleys wherever the
trees are felled. The more it is grazed, the better it grows.
The land is so rich and fertile, it makes stock-raising a most
profitable industry in the whole Rich Valley area.

Corn, wheat, and other grain thrive abundantly in the vir-
gin soil. Tobacco is a highly profitable product. Fruit trees
yield the finest fruit to be had anywhere. Hardwood and ever-
green trees are abundant. Black walnut, chestnut, hickory,
and chinquapin bushes are allowed freedom for their rich sup-
ply of nuts for both man and beast. Hogs and sheep fair well
-on the abundance of feed.

In speaking of the dense growth of grass, one is reminded
of a response given by the late Milton H. Webb at a fraternal
gathering of Virginians in Richmond. A boisterous member
at the dinner table was demanding attention and turned to
Mr. Webb and asked, “And where are you from, brother?”

To this, Mr. Webb audibly rep]iéd so that all could hear:

“From the great Southwest, where the blue grass grows
spontaneously over all the hills. We have the fastest horses
and the prettiest women of any place in the world! Where are
you from, brother?” After this, everyone knew and liked Mr.
‘Webb.

Saltviliz once yielded great quantities of land plaster. One
mine was located near the Georgia salt furnace; it was aban-
doned and the pit and shaft were permitted to fill with water;
but after 1900, it was again operated for a few years and fin-
ally used as a place to dump the town’s trash. Another mine
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wasg operated in the hollow behind the Methodist Church and
run by a2 man by the name of Alex Collins. This was a small
mine and in a few years was abandoned.

The third mine was extensively operated where the Mathie-
son’s domestic coal yard is now located. Part of the plaster
was pulverized for spreading over farm land, whence the name
“Land plaster.” Quite a large portion was hauled away by
wagon in.lump form and crushed by hand to spall size and then
spread over the land

There was a cooper shop and flat boat yvard on the river
bank near Perryville, where barrels were made for salt ship-
ments, and rafts for floating down the river.

Palmer and Stuart Salt and Plaster Company also raised
cattle for both domestic and foreign consumption. They had a
large export trade with England. Cattle could attain 1800
pounds directly on the rich, sustaining grass. They also raised
fine worlk horses and had so many that they were turned loose in
the boundaries until the colts were several years old before be-
ing sold or breoken for work.

Building bricks were made at 2 yard near the Georgia salt
furnace. Most of the old brick buildings in the valley were
made from Saltville’s clay and shale.

A grist mill saw years of service near the home of the late
Charles E. Wiley. It was powered by a water race conducted
from the Farm Springs a short distance behind the mill.

Near the Elizabeth Cemetery was a cheese factory, where
different cheeses were made for consumption at both near and
far places. Milk and butter were also supplied for local satis-
faction. '

Among the industries which emploved quite a few men was
a lumber and tanbark yard. The saw mills were in the moun-
tains, and the lumber and tanbark stocked in Saltville and
shipped out by rail.

There were many young men who haunled the tanbark in
crated wagons, and they could make only one trip a day, arriv-
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Chapter XXX

' INDUSTRY BEGAN WITH BLUE GRASS FARMING

The primary and oldest industry of Saltville iz farming
and cattle-raising, for it is not difficult to raise export cattle
directly on the grass. The growth of the grass is so spontane-
ous that it readily covers the hills and valleys wherever the
trees are felled. The more it is grazed, the better it grows.
The land is so rich and fertile, it makes stock-raising a most
profitable industry in the whole Rich Valley area.

Corn, wheat, and other grain thrive abundantly in the vir-
gin soil. Tobaceo is a highly profitable product. TFruit trees
Yield the finest fruit to be had anywhere. Hardwood and ever-
green trees are abundant. Black walnut, chestnut, hickory,
and chinguapin bushes are allowed freedom for their rich sup-
ply of nuts for both man and beast. Hogs and sheep fair well
-on the abundance of feed.

In speaking of the dense growth of grass, one is reminded
of a response given by the late Milton H. Webb at a fraternal
gathering of Virginians in Richmond. A boisterous member
at the dinner table was demanding attention and turned to
Mr. Webb and asked, “And where are you from, brother?”’

To this, Mr. Webb audibly replied so that all could hear:

“From the great Southwest, where the blue grass grows
:spontanecusly over all the hills. We have the fastest horses
and the prettiest women of any place in the world! Where are
you from, brother?” After this, everyone knew and liked Mr.
Webb.

Saltville once yielded great quantities of land plaster. One
mine was located near the Georgia salt furnace; it was aban-
doned and the pit and shaft were permitted to fill with water:
but after 1900, it was again operated for a few years and fin-
ally used as a place to dump the town’s trash. Another mine
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was operated in the hollow behind the Methodist Church and
run by a man by the name of Alex Colling, This was a small
mine and in a few years was abandoned.

The third mine was extensively operated where the Mathie-
son’s domestic coal yard is now located. Part of the plaster
was pulverized for spreading over farm land, whence the name
“Land plaster.” Quite a large portion was hauled away by
wagon in.lump form and crushed by hand to spall size and then
spread over the land.

There was a cooper shop and flat boat yard on the river
bank near Perryville, where barrels were made for salt ship-
ments, and rafts for floating down the river.

Palmer and Stuart Salt and Plaster Company also raised
cattle for both domestic and foreign consumption. They had a
large export trade with England. Caftle could attain 1800
pounds directly on the rich, sustaining grass. They also raised
fine work horses and had so many that they were turned loose in
the boundaries until the colts were several years old before be-
ing sold or broken for work.

Building bricks were made at a yard near the Georgia salt
furnace. Most of the old brick buildings in the valley were
made from Saltville’s clay and shale.

A grist mill saw years of servicé near the home of the late
Charles E. Wiley. It was powered by a water race conducted
from the Farm Springs a short distance behind the mill

Near the Elizabeth Cemetery was a cheese facltory, where
different cheeses were made for consumption at both near and
far places. Milk and butter were also supplied for local satis-
faction.

Among the industries which emploved quite a few men was
a lumber and tanbark yard. The saw mills were in the moun-
tains, and the lumber and tanbark stocked in Saitville and
shipped out by rail.

Thers were many voung men who hauled the tanbark in
crated wagons, and they could make only one trip a day, arriv-
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ing in Saltville near noon. Immediately after unleading their
burdens, they would hurry to the only soda fountain in the
town and buy “Six soda waters for twenty-five cents.” One
inexperienced teamster was asked by the fountain attendant
what flavors hé preferred.

Being confused and unable to read the labels displayed on

_the fountain pertraying “strawberry, raspberry, banana, orange,

lemon, chocolate, vanilla, and plain syrup,” after mental agony
he exultantly exclaimed, “Have you got ONION ?”

The sympathetic attendant replied, “No, sir, we don’t have
onion today, but we do have strawberry.” He willinely con-
sumed six large glasses of that flavor.
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Chapter XXXI

GEORGE PALMER’S PROMINENCE

Much has been said previously about George W. Palmer,
a remarkable man who came to Saltville from Syracuse, New
York. He was born May 11, 1829, and died in Saltville on.
November 7, 1903. He was educated in New York, and at the
age of fifteen, began clerking in a store and attending night
school. He was engaged in the manufacture of salt with a
German by the name of Ackerman who came to Saltville with
Mr. Palmer in 1858.

At the beginning of the War Between the States, his part-
ner returned to New York, but Mr. Palmer remained. Early
in the War, he associated with William A. Stuart and Benjamin.
K. Buchanan, and they purchased the Preston Estate, which
business wag condueted under the title of Stuart, Buchanan and
Company.

Mr. Palmer, after building the Union Church, was super-
intendent of the Sunday School for forty-five years. The only
person who was refused the right to preach in this church was.
a2 Mormon elder.

He helped many young men to obtain an education and
was a friend of Emory and .Henry College in the days of its
great need. He frequently made up the deficiencies of salaries
of the president and professors. When he helped young men,
he did it by loans and not as gifts, for he believed in helping’
the boys to help themselves, while preserving their self-respect,
Mr. Palmer believed it his duty to be honest, before being gen-
erous. When the Stuart, Buchanan and Company failed, Mr.
Palmer. turned in his last dollar to satisfy his creditors. He
kept out a gold watch- which was presented to him on some
occasion as a token of appreciation. He told his lawyer that
he would turn that in, too, except that he had given it to one
of his children before he had any knowledge of the impending
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failure, and felt now that it did not reaily belong to him. His
lawyer said that a thorough check-up showed that Mr. Palmer
had literally turned in everything he possessed except that
watch.

Mr. Palmer had an estate of 6000 acres in Riech Valley, the
largest herd of registered shorthorn cattle in the world, ship-
ping annually large numbers of animals for breeding purposes
all over the South and West, some going to California. Many
of the animals were bought and sold for fabulous prices. He
developed a herd of magnificent Clydesdale horses. Frequent-
ly colts would be three or four years old before they ever had
a bridle on them. The cattle business did not prove a financial
stccess; nevertheless, thousands of carloads were exported to
England.

Mr. Palmer raised export cattle weighing 1800 pounds di-
rectly on the blue grass which grows spontaneously on the hills
and in the valley of Saltville. '

It is said that George W. Palmer owned slaves in Saltville
and it was for-this reason he was expelled from his church in
New York.

George W. Palmer was instrumental in giving Chilhowie
its name, which in the Indian language meant “valley of many
deer.”

Colonel Arthur Campbell, who was an imporiant personage
in the early dayvs of Saltville and a Revolutionary hero, was
the son of “White David” Campbell and one of thirteen chil-
dren. He was above middle stature, his gait erect, and his
manners very graceful. He was easy and pleasant in his man-
ners when he chose to do so, but these traits were not nat-
ural to him. IIis nephew said that Arthur had a “disposition
to have his own way with no regard for the opinion or desires
of others.”

With the man of society, he was not personally popular,
although much respected, owing principally to the circumstance
that he did not relax in his manners.
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He was the father of twelve children, and instituted a
school in his own home, knowing that at least he would have
a dozen pupils in regular attendance.

As guardian of Sarah Buchanan Campbell, he felt the re-
sponsibility of her schooling, and on inquiring about Sarah’s
training at home, he decided that she wasn’t getting the proper
schooling. So by his winning way, he persuaded her to get on
horseback behind him and he took her to his own home and
placed her among the others in the sehool classes. This por-
trays the determined attitude of Mr. Campbell and perhaps ac-
counts for the daring undertakings and successful accomplish-
ments accredited to him. However, Sarah’s mother also had
a determined attitude and in a few days had her daughter back
home under her tutelage.

Thus, George Palmer and Arthur Campbell were among the
first educators in the early days of Saltville.

A few years before his death, Colonel Campbell moved to
Kentucky and died there at the age of seventy-four, of cancer in
the face.

COLONEL ARTHUR CAMPBELL’S EPITAPH

Died in Middlesborough, Kentucky, in 1811 and was buried
there according to directions given in his will. The grave
marker bore this inscription:

“Here lies entombed a Revolutionary sage,

An ardent patriot of the age,

In erudition great, and useful knowledge to sean,
In philanthrophy hospitable, the friend of man,
As a soldier brave, h .

Virtue his morality,

As a commander prudent,

His religion Charity.

He practices temperance

To preserve his health.

He used industry to acquire wealth,

He studied physies to avoid disease.

He studied address to please.
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He studied himself to complete his plan,
For his greatest study was to study man.
His stature tall, his person portly,
His features handsome, his manners courtly.
Sleep honored sire, In the realms of rest,
In doing justice to thy memory, a son is blest,
A son inheriting in full thy name,
One who aspires to all thy fame.
—Colonel Arthur Campbell.”
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Chapter XXXII

MADAM RUSSELL MADE POWERFUL IMPRESSION
ON EARLY SALTVILLE LIFE

Vel'y little is known of the early life of Elizaheth Henry
and not much at all until she was religiously converted in 1788
as the wife of General William Russell. She was born July
10, 1749, in Hanover County, Virginia, and was identified as
“the sister of the illustrious patriot and orator, Patrick Henry”;
the wife of General William Campbell; the wife of General
William Russell; and finally as “Madam Russell.” This last
title was bestowed upon her because she was uniquely qualified
through natural aptitude to be recognized as an honest and
deserving personage on her own merits. She was an orator, a
deep and fast thinker and perhaps the most devout and relig-
ious leaderr among hoth men and women. It has been said on
occasions that Patrick Henry himself has been identified as
the “brother of Madam Russell.” '

Patrick Henry had two sisters living at the Salt Lick, and
it is said that they would carry on a conversation verv satis-
factorily from their doorsteps, nearly a mile apart. Those
Henrys had wonderful veices, and in the pure mountain air,
when giant hardwoods, poplars. evergreens, and masses of
laurel, covered the surrounding knobs and crags, the stillness of
the wilds was broken only by the voices of wild fowl and these
ladies. .

IKlizabeth Henry married Colonel William Campbell on
April 21, 1776. To this union were born two children, Sarah
Buchanan and Charles Henry, Colonel Campbell died of pneu-
monia, near Richmond, on August 21, 1781, and was buried in
the Aspenvale Cemetery, near Seven Mile Ford. Mrs. Camp-
bell married General William Russell in 1783, There were four
children born to this union.

Madam Russell, in her ever generous attitude, gave en-
couragement to “old maids” by telling them not to be forlorn,
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for she was twenty-seven years old before she was married,
and by the time she was forty-four, she had become the widow
of two generals.

Madam Russell, as a child, was brought up in the Episcopal
Church, but when she married General Campbell she attended
the Presbyterian Church. She was converted May 11, 1788,
during the first Methodist Conference held west of the Alleg-
heny Mountgins, at the home of Stephen Keywood, in Wash-
ington County between Saltville and Glade Spring on the old
“Tin Bridge” road. A rock marker on the William Buchanan
farm designates the site.

For the rest of her life, Madam Russell lived an ardent
Methodist and is rightly styled the mother of Methodism in
the valley of Saltvillee. A Mr. Tunnell preached the sermon
under which Madam Russeil was econverted, and several pow-
erful exhortations followed. After the service closed, Mrs. Rus-
sell asked the preacher and several other Christians to come
to her home and pray for her and General Russeil. She said,
“I thought I was a Christian, but I am the veriest sinner upon
earth. Tell us what we must do to be saved.”

Mr. Tunnell and the others did accompany Mrs. Russell to
her home — the “Madam Russell House” in Saltville. After
much prayer and reading of the scripture, the pastor and his
assistants, though somewhat exhausted, repaired to the near-
by wooded section of the hills for rest and relaxation. While
there they heard the shouting of “Hallelujah!” coming from
the house. So they hurriedly returned and found Mrs. Russell
gloriously saved and General Russell walking the floor with
an agonized expression on his face and repeating a prayer that
the Lord had blessed and saved his wife while he was reading
to her, and that he was beseeching the Lord to bestow a like
blessing upon him.

The Methodist preachers in those days held Madam Russell
in esteem next to Bishop Asbury. When any of them visited
in her home, she would ask if they had long to tarry and if
she should call together a congregation. Any visitors remain-
ing an hour were asked to pray, and if they declined, she pray-

(103)



ed. “She always left a hbela, donatlon as she ‘sho dk the hand
‘of a departing mirister’ " 4 e g
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the Unlted Stateq m 1808 he vmted in Madam' Russell s home-
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When shé eah7e ’hls aSplratlons “and’ thée* burden ‘that' he car-
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exerclsed in thls great prayer of Mrs Russell SR SEE
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She preferred her horse to a carriage because she was adept
in handling horses and could take her sure-footed animal over
rough road and mountain trails. Sometimes she presented a
queer appearance by being dressed in a man's coat and felt
hat while at work in her garden or on horseback for business
transactions.

It is interesting to note how she handled home affairs
when visitors came in numbers unannounced and naturally ex-
pected to spend the greater portion of the day. No one was
ever turned away who sought the inspiration of her presence.
When her pantry was not stocked sufficiently for the visitors,
she would call & certain dependable servant of hers, and though
he could neither read nor write, he was exceedingly obedient
to her every desire. She would pin on the lapel of his coat a
written order for necessities and send him on horseback to the

store. It was her habit to tell the servant what the note con-

tained because her penmanship was more or less “seribbling.”
In a short while thereafter, she would have prepared a ban-
quet that would remain in the minds of her visitors as in-
delibly as her personality had impressed them.

Madam Russell maintained her -slaves for about seven

years after her conversion to Christianity.

After seventy-six years of an exemplary life, Madam Rus-
sell died on March 18, 1825, near the Town Holse in Chilhowie;

.and according to her expressed desires years previously, her

body was laid to rest in the Preston Cemetery at Aspenvale,
Rev. Isaac Lewis was in charge of her funeral.

Madam Russell had built a house in Chilhowie, near the

:Sulphur Springs, and lived in it until her death. She set aside

one of the rooms for a chapel. She maintained her interest in
Saltville, and erected a log meeting house on a knoll across the
road from Seven Row and with it set aside a large plot of

ground for a cemefery. The house was known as Elizabeth

Chapel, and the burial ground still commemorates her memory

by the name, Elizabeth Cemetery.

The Elizabeth Chapel was dedicated November 6, 1824,
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A letter written by Madam Russell’'s grandson, the Hon-
orable William C. Preston, of South Carolina, and dated Octo-
ber 23, 1824, Abingdon, Virginia, to Father Ekin, who was a
great friend of the Methodist Church, and all churches every-
where, contained the following:

“My family and I desire that the Elizabeth Church at Salt
Works may be dedicated on Sunday, the sixth of next month
(November), and that you shall be present on that occasion.
We wish this not only on account of our personal respect for
you, but also on account of your long and intimate connection
with my grandmother, whose name it bears and a pious regard
for whose memory has been asscciated with the .other now
obvious motives that led to its erection. The family have
thought that, -while it was endeavoring to extend the means of
Christian instruction, it was not altogether inappropriate to
associate them with her, who was so eminent an example of
Christian piety, whose house was a church, and whose life was
a worship. As one who lived with her in that house and shared
with her in that worship, I desire your attendance and feel
sure that you will bear witness for us that a church dedicated
to the service of God as a Methodist Church is not unfitly

designated by her name.”
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Chapter XXXIII

EARLY METHODISM

History does not record the first Methodist people who
lived in that part of the valley referred to as “Buffalo Lick.”
It is assumed that in 1763 when Charles Campbell surveyed 330
acres of the valley .and called it his “Salt Lick Tract” that
Methodist adherents were among the first to permanently
settle among the Indians.

Bishop Francis Asbury, who was born August 20, 1745,
and known as the father of American Methodism, made trips
back and forth through Southwest Virginia over a period of
about twenty-five years. It was during the first Methodist
Conference that Francis Asbury was cordially entertained in
the home of General William Russell, who, having married
General William Campbell’s widow, moved from Aspenvale
(near Chilhowie) in 1788 to her new log house subsequently
known as the “Madam Russell” House. It was razed by Rev.
H. B. Brown in 1907-08,.

The eourt records of Washington County in Abingdon give
a bit of history worthy of note: “Page 467, June 28, 1796: Da-
vid Smith and Sarah, his wife, to the M. E. Church under the
general direction of the General Conference of the M. E.
Church, $1.00 for 80 square poles on which to erect a meeting
house, on both sideg of the Salt Works road.”

In 1802 a log house was erected at Mahanaim for a Metho-
dist meeting place. This lasted until 1884 when it was razed
and the present frame building was erected on the same site,
by Rev. A. J. Frazier. Some of the logs from the old house
were used as lumber in the new house.

In 1888, a hundred vears after the first conference was
held, a centenary celebration was held at Keywood, during which
time about 50 walking canes were made from one of the joists
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of the original log church and sold for $1.00 each. The money
was to go toward building a church at Miller's schoolhouse.

In 1894, Rev. D. Emory Hawk joined the Holston Confer-
ence of the Methodist Church and was appointed as pastor fo
the Rich Valley Circuit and served in that capacity until 1897,
‘when he was succeeded by Rev. C. E. Bowers.

During Rev. Hawk’s pastorate, a plan was launched to
build a Methodist Church, although the entire membership
numbered not more than thirty, and some of them were chil-
dren. A plot of land 200 by 200 feet was deeded to Russell
Methodist Episecopal Church South, for religious purposes, by
the Saltville Land Company; — Frederic C. Sayles, president,
and Johin Russell Gladding, secretary. The trustees appointed
to receive the deed, dated September 20, 1897, were: Dr.
George E. Wiley, P. A. Coverston, E, Vertegans, P. C. Landrum,
and W. T. Baldwin.

The committee who assumed the responsibility of erecting
the building ‘was composed of the following men: Joe C. Kent,
chairman; Dr. George E. Wiley, C. H. Humphreys, Verlin M.
Seott, J. Calvin Fewell, and P. A. Coverston.

Too many commendations cannot be showered on these men
of dauntless courage, unshakable faith, and implicit depend-
ence on the guidance of the Supreme Intelligence.

In the early part of 1898, the foundation was dug and hewn
sandstone from the local Red Rock Mountain wag put in place
and raised to about five feet above the surface of the ground.
Then for reason of the expense, operations were sugspended un-
til the spring of 1899. At that time, Mr. Fewell and Mr. Palmer
were passing the site and Myr. Palmer,. perhaps a little jealous,
said, “Ach, ach, that’s as far as it will go.” Mr. Fewell sur-
prised him by saying, “We let the contract last night to George
Neil.”

The stones were roughly shaped at the Quarry and hauled
by double team wagons to the church site. Some of the stones
were so heavy that it was difficult for the necessary manpower
to get near enough to handle them. Some of the wagons, after

(108)

fording the river, put their loads on railroad flat cars and had
them shifted to a point in front of the church site.

~ The building was completed in 1900 and on Sunday, June 3,
of that year, Dr. David Sullins, who was president of Mountain
View High School, which subsequently grew into Sullins Col-
lege, preached the dedicatory sermon. A great host of people
from far and near came. Picnic dinner on the ground was no
small part of the enthusiastic meeting, for it extended from
noon until the shadows lengthened in the latter part of a clear
day.

During the ceremony, 2 mirth-provoking incident occurred
which may not be amiss to record here. It finally grew into
somewhat serious proportions, even finding its way into the Mid-
land Methodist publication. It is related that some of the preach-
ers were using high-pressure methods of raising the remaining
money to complete payment of the church before dedication,
when Dr. George E, Wiley arose and announced he would give,
in addition to what he had already given, $100 if any five
preachers would give an equal sum. This consternation caused
silence to prevail for a pronounced interval, but was finally
broken by one of the preachers announcing that he would ac-
cept the proposition.

Apparently there was difficulty in finding five preachers
who could afford $20 each. Rev. George W. Summers, the lo-
cal pastor, said that he eould not afford to give $20 for he had
already given $10 and besides, his name had been given with-
out his consent and knowledge.

As a memorial to Joe C. Kent, it is recorded that he made
the first donation toward building the church. And it should
be stated at this point, in connection with the above-mentioned
items of money, that the dollar of that day had such a value
that labor could be had at five cents per hour.

The memorial windows of Madam Russell Methodist Church
continue to perpetuate the memory of the following distinguish-
ed and highly esteemed persons: Bishop Asbury, was born in
Staffordsville, England, August 20, 1745; died in Spottsylvania
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County, Va., March 31, 1816, in the T1st year of age. His re-
mains rest in Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Baltimore, Maryland,

Madam Russell was born July 10, 1749, in Hanover County,
Virginia, and died on March 18, 1825, in her 76th year. Her
remains rest at Aspenvale, Va. The dates on this window, asso-
ciated with the pictures of Bishop Asbury and Madam Russell,
have no connection with their births and deaths, as a great
many people are led to believe. The year 1788 is the date of
the first conference held west of the Blue Ridge Mountains, at
Keywood, Va.; 1898 marks the foundation of this Madam Rus-
sell Church, and 1808 indicates the last trip Bishop Asbury made
through this section of territory.

William Alexandria Stuart was born in 1826, and died in
1892. He is the father of the late Honorable Henry C. Stuart,
and the grandfather of Walter P. Stuart, both of whom have
been well associated with this church.

Worley Musslewhite was born in 1818 and died in 1896.
His entire life was spent in Saltville, and he reared a large
family. He was a charter member of William King Masonic
Lodge in 1868.

Another window was established by the Holston Confer-
ence in memory of her deceased preachers. Two small circular
portions near the top of this window portray a sheaf of wheat
in one and a tumbler of wine in the other. Incidentally, this
happened to coincide with the first Sunday School lesson taught
in the church (from Matthew 13:24-30, and 86-43), where tares
were sewn by the enemy of man in 2 wheat field.

The Sunday School rooms addition of this church was made
of stones, from the same quarry as the church, in 1917 under
the masterly hands of Rev. C. K. Wingo, pastor in charge, and
Dr. 1. P. Martin, presiding elder. Additional rooms were con-
structed, having been started in 1949 under the itinerency of
Rev. French E. Taylor, and carried to completion under Rev.
J. W. Hammer in 1954.
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The preachers who were appointed and sent to Saltville
were:

1894 Rev. D. Emory Hawk

1897 C. E. Bowers
1898 D. 0. Baldwin
1899 G. W, Summers
1900 E. S. Bettis
1901 d. W. Browning
1904 R. T. McDowell
1905 H. B. Brown
1909 D. P. Hurley
1913 J. E. Naff
1914 C. K. Wingo
1918 French Wampler
1919 W. M. Bunis
1924 N. R. Cartwright
1927 J. R. Brown
1928 C. E. Steel
1930 R. L. Wright
1633 F. Y. Jackson
1935 J. R. Brown

e s 1939 D. L. Jones LR Luhd"f
1946 French Taylor
1950 J. W. Hammer

The Sunday School superintendents have been and are no
small part of the life and growth of the church, and merit the
honor of perpetuating their names:

Joe C. Kent was elected before the church building was
finished, having had wvears of experience in the Mahanaim
Church, and served until his death in 1923. Then followed John
R. George, John S. Nye, William P. Thompson, M. L. Bunts,
V. T. Rector, Sr., R, L. Warren, E. E. Diggs, E. C. Smith, and
‘Guy Clear.

The chairmen of the Board of Stewards also deserve their
names on perpetual record. In sequence of service, they are:

Joe C. Kent, C. M. Shannon, J. L. Mullins, R. M. Shannon,
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J. M. Archer, C. D. Shannon, E. E. Diggs, J. Q. Peeples, and
L. W. Campbell.

The parsonage was built in 1902-03 during Rev. J. W.
Browning’s itinerency. Previously they rented the cottage now
owned by Ed French. The lot, 35 by 200 feet, for the parson-
age was deeded by the Mathieson Alkali Works to the trustees
of Russell Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South on Feb-
ruary 15, 1902, and signed by James M. Edwards, president;
and John Russell Gladding, secretary. The trustees who re-
ceived this deed were Messrs. Joe C. Kent, George E. Wiley,
J. C. Fewell, P. A. Coverston, and C. H. S. Humphreys.
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Chapter XXXIV

RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES ANSWER MANY NEEDS

T‘he religious attitude of the Saltville people has induced

them to build churches and locate them for the convenience of
their people.

Bar-rooms located on the river bank where Henrytown was
afterwards built, were thorns in the flesh of the Saltville peo-
ple who tried to make a good place in which to live,

Boys were encouraged to gather up bottles of any kind
and sell them to the barkeepers. Worst of all, many of the
boys were persuaded to take their pay in whiskey. Women
hesitated to go out on the streets alone, for it was not uncom-
mon to see men staggering along the road, falking with a pro-

‘fane language. Arguments and disagreements were common

and oceasionally led to fights, some of which were fatal.

Such were the conditions of Saltville about 1900. Once
the railroad ran a special excursion train from Saltville to the
eastern shore, and on its return, some of the ruffians who
patronized the saloons took charge of the train. They kicked
out the window lights, overpowered the conductor and brake-
man and donned their coats and caps.

Civic-minded people, however few in number, decided to cope
with the evils that were so prevalent and impressive on the
minds of youth, by building churches and instituting Sunday
Schools, equipped with competent and sincere teachers. In the
course of time, the saloons disappeared, the town was made
safe, and some of the crude ruffians became-true and loyal

citizens, civilly engaged in church and community life.

The southwestern portion of the valley in that beautiful
section known anciently as Beuna Vista and now Plasterco, has
the Church of God located on McHenry’s Creek; and the Metho-
dist Church on the knoll beside the schoolhouse.
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Coming into Saltville, on Smokey Row is located a frame
building for the colored people; then further in town on Main
Street, the Union Church. In the center of town is the St.
Paul’'s Episcopal Church and the Madam Russell Methodist
Church. The Main Street Christian Church is located near the
Elizabeth Cemetery; the First Christian Church between Per-
ryville and Allison Gap; and a short distance out of the corpor-
ate limits continuing on Highway 634 is located in the heart of
Allison Gap the First Church of God.

UNION CHURCH

The Saltville Union Church erected by George W. Palmer
about 1870 was first used, by permission of Mr. Palmer, on
invitations for various denominational preachers to occupy the
pulpit. Since the Methodist Emory and Henry College was
nearby, that school often filled the pulpit. Dr. E. E. Wiley,
college president, not only preached frequently but also acted
as pastor for a great and wide territory. Only one preacher, a
Mormon, who asked for preaching opportunity in the chureh,
was denied by Mr. Palmer. The man was a total stranger and
advocated radical doctrine, according to Mr. Palmer.

In the decade of 1880, Mr. Palmer appointed,.or allowed to
be elected, responsible men to care for and control the use of
the building.

Mrs. Eva Chapman was asked in 1890 by Gecrge W. Palmer
to take a Sunday School class. She taught first one class, then
another until she had taught them all. After forty-two years
of suech work, she had to give it up.in order to attend to the
needs of her aged husband, the late Henry Chapman. Mrs.
Chapman has the record of having taught the longest period
of time of any Saltville Sunday School teacher.

The architectural design of the Union Church is very simi-
lar to that of the schoolhouse which Mr. Palmer built in 1876.
The church was of frame construction and the school building
of brick. There was in the front part of the chureh a bal-
cony large enough to accommodate three or four dozen people.
It was originally prepared for negroes who usually filled it at
every preaching serviee.
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For many years, Saltville had no resident pastors, but visit-
ing preachers would often come unannounced. However, there
was no difficulty in notifying the citizenry and having a ]arge
number present for the services.

The Saltville Preshyterians were first organized by Rev.
W. V. Wilson on February 9, 1873, with a membership of
twenty one. The Baptists organized at Saltville on March 31,
1895, with thirty-one members. The Presbyterians and Bap-
tists continue to maintain and utilize the Union Church build-
ing for their worship services.

They have recently repaired the building, put in new win-
dows and built commodious rooms in the balcony for Sunday
School classes. Though the building is old, it justly merits the
admiration of all people.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The land for St. Paul's Episcopal Church was deeded by
the Mathieson Company to the trustees of the church: James
F. Watson, James Barnes, W. D. Mount, and W. B. Robertson.
The foundation was begun in the spring of 1896 and on June
10 of that year the cornerstone was laid by William King
Masonic Lodge, G. F. Atkins actinig master for R. K. Sanders.

The stone contained the following items: (1) the Holy
Bible; (2) Plans of the Chapel; (3) A plot of the ground; (4)
Richmond Times, June 9, 1896; (5) Southern Churchman, June
4, 1896; (6) Abingdon Virginian, June 5, 1896; (7) Coins of
the United States; and (8) Record of William King Lodge.

On Monday, May 14, 1900, the money Elearing all indebted-
ness on the building was raised and the building was dedicated
by the bishop, the Right Reverend A. M. Randolph.

The rectors of the church have been: J. S. Alfriend, E. R.
Carter, R. E. Boykin, M. B. Marshall, W. T. Elmer, W. H. Pet-
tus, T. E. Opie, W. R. Noe, J. R. Matthew, E, C. Burns, H. C.
Fox, A. W. Taylor, and presently E. T. Ferrill.

The Rev. C. Claudius Smith deserves honor for the great
undertaking, but his quiet and unassuming manner gave credit
to such outstanding personalities as W. D. Mount, W. B. Rob-
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ertson, J. . Watson, Teddy Davies, Jimmy Barnes, and others.
In about 1904, W. D. Mount donated the pipe organ which has
added much to the solemnity of worship services.

The building was repaired in 1949 and the basement en-
larged to accommodate the Sunday School.

For a number of years after the erection of the Episcopal
and Methodist churches, all the church people worshipped in
one congregation:

One Sunday the Baptists in the Union Church for the
morning service and the Christian Church in the evening; the
next Sunday the Methodists in Madam Russell Church; the
next, Presbyterians at morning service in the Union Church
and at night, the Episcopalians in St. Paul’s Church; the next,
the Methodists again. So the congregations were always large
at every service.

A parish house was built on N. P. Row in 1916 on land
deeded by the Mathieson Company to the church. Since there
is no resident pastor, this house has been rented for several
vears. Fred Moore Lawson presently occupies it.
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Chapter XXXV

PREACHER’S STERNNESS TRAINS DAUGHTER ARIGHT

The history of some of the Saltville churches is rather scant
because there are no written records.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

The Christian Church acquired a frame chapel in Perry-
ville in 1906 that was built in 1896 by the Saltville Land Com-
pany for the use of King’s Daughters.

Thomas Benton Hobbs, a bookkeeper at Mathieson’s gen-
eral office, was an active and enthusiastic worker in all' the
churches. His affiliation was with the Christian denomination
and he conducted Sunday School in the Union Church and also
in the Perryville Chapel.

Socn after acquiring the chapel, Rev. H. D. Coffey held a
revival in which a large number of people were converted. From
this time, the membership increased to such an extent that in
1918 the Mathieson Company donated ample land, between
Perryville and Allison Gap, on which was built a large brick
church with spacious rooms for Sunday School. Too, a nice
frame parsonage for the pastor adjoins the church.

Rev. Wallace Gentry, who completed his-work in this town
the middle of 1954, deserves special mention in.connection with
this church because he followed in the footsteps of his honor-
able and exemplary father, who was an evangelist until he agreed

. to pastor this people. At his retirement, his son, Wallace, a

successful businessman in Bristol and at home in the pulpit,
was called, and he accepted. He was succeeded by Rev. Neil
Perkins.

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD

The Church of God work began with the turn of the cen-
tury when Rev. M. P. Rimmer, (“Uncle Joe,” as he was fondly
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called), came to the hills of Southwest Virginia to a little vil-
lage known as Allison Gap. This was about 1905.

Then in 1907, Rev. W. P. Long, his wife (“Mamma,” as he
affectionately called her), and their daughter, Maggie; and
Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Sutherland, of Greeneville, Tennessee,
came., They preached in the o0ld frame schoolhouse located
about the center of the Gap, where the Roy Mitchell family
now reside. '

“Uncle Brooks” Hughes and Cephus Buck, principal of the
school, were instigators of the first Sunday School held there.
The preachers stayed in the home of the late Mrs. Sarah Mec-
Intyre, mother of J. Marty MclIntyre, who lived in the house
subsequently oceupied by Rufus Pickle.

Later, a tent was purchased and placed in “Bone Furnace”
where the City Dry Cleaners are now located. Coming at dif-
ferent times were Rev. A. G. Riddle, of Atkins, Virginia; and
Rev. W. M. Manuel. It has been told that the people would
hurry and get their milking done early in the afternoons so
they could get a seat at the service,

Among the first Christians was Mrs. Victoria Allison on
whose land the First Church of God meeting house was built.
It stood at the foot of Cardwell Town road, on the spot where
the old Cooley house is now located. This building was erected
by a few citizens about 1909 with Rev. W. M. Manuel and J. E.
Estep overseeing the work.

Then in 1914, a revival was held by the Revs. A. G. Riddle,
W. A. Sutherland, and W. P. Long. This was known as the
“Qix-Weeks' Meeting,” with numbers of people heing converted.
The following ministers served at different intervals:

W. A. Sutherland, W. P. Long, A, G. Riddle, Vest, W. M.
Manuel, Davis, Hackler, Borders, Willis M. Brown, Whitt, Terry
Hall, French Wilson, Webb, Mrs. Sadie Sturgill, Mrs. Heart,
Mrs. Hattie Hodge, and perhaps others.

One incident worthy of note about a minister was Rev. W,
P. Long’s sternness with his little daughter Maggie. Her rest-

lessness during time of preaching service so provoked her fath-
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er that he would take her outside and give her a spanking.
“Little Maggie” is now the Rev. Mrs. Maggie McCampbell, a
minister of the gospel in Johnson City, Tennessee.

The present church was built in 1916; the land was bought
from Matt Feeny. A few years ago, an additional strip was
bought from Mrs. J. E. Estep. '

Pastoring the flock, but not giving full-time service were
Rc.ev. W. A. Sutherland, Greeneville, Tennessee; Rev. Hackler,
Niota, Tennessee; Rev. Mrs. Heart, Johnson City, Tennessee:
R.ev. M P. Rimmer, Norton, Virginia; Rev. A. G. Riddle, At-
klps, Virginia; Rev. T. L. Young, Bramwell, West Virginia: Rev.
Miss Mayo Moses, Athens, Tennessee; and Rev. W. C. Wolfe,
Atkins, Virginia.

The resident pastors, in order of their terms of service
sinee 1935, are:

1935 — Rev. J. A. Mullins, now pastor in Bristol, Tennessee.

1937 — Rev. Ivan P. Alls, of Roanoke, Virginia; now pastor in
Huntington, West Virginia.

1939 — Rev. Alex Adams, now pastor in Hartselle, Alabama.

1941 — Rev. J. A. Mullins.

1942 — Rev. James I. Turner, of Greeneville, Tennessee: now
pastor in Del Rio, Tennessee.

1946 — Rev. Jack Woodie, of Johnson City, Tennessee; p1es_
ent pastor in Saltville.

1948 — Rev. 0. Lee Stephenson, of Saltville, Virginia; now
pastor in Spartanburg, South Carolina.

1950 — Rev. Jack Woodie, Saltville.

In 1919, Rev. J. A. Mullins conducted a revival at the close
of which he baptized eighty-five. He has served this church
four times as pastor.

Rev. Miss Mayo Moses paid several visits back to Saltville
as an evangelist. Her attraction for the church, and for a
home caused her to become the present Mrs. J. Marty McIn-
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tyre. She is still a great worker in the church, filling the pul-
pit oftentimes in the absence of the pastor.

~ The first musical instrument used in the church was an
organ, presented by Mrs. 8. M. Miller.

The parsonage is a brick bungalow standing about three
hundred feet from the church across the little stretch of road
called “Feeny Hill.”

A thing that thrills the hearts of the Allison Gap com-
munity is the missionary fervor and zeal manifested down
through the years by the church, out of which has come two
ministers: namely, Woodrow W. McIntyre who began his min-
istry about 1947; and James Blake Chapman in 1953.

The history of this church would not be complete without.

incorporating the name of that stalwart Christian character,
W. M. Swartz, who as custodian of the church property exer-
cised sincere enthusiasm in keeping the property in neat and
excellent condition; and his departure from this life on April
15, 1954, left a vacancy that is difficult to fill because even
the sound of the church bell announcing the period of worship
bespeaks his absence.

(120)

" Chapter XXXVI

WILLIAM KING AND MASONIC LODGE

William King left his native Emerald Isle and came to

America on August 17, 1784, and landed at Newcastle, Dela-
‘ware. He spent several years in Philadelphia, associated with
4 man in the mercantile business.

His father, Thomas King, who lived in a magnificent log
house known as “Brook’s Hall” located on the Abingdon-Salt-
ville road near Emory, persuaded his son to come and live with

him. William King did join his father in 1791 and while- there,

received a legacy of one thousand pounds from his grandmother,
Elizabeth Davis, and with this capital, started in the mercan-

tile business for himself.

At first he sold kitchen utensils, and since he traveled on

horseback, the rattle of the pots and pans advertised his ware

and announced his approach. His success was rapid and he
established more than forty stores between Baltimore, Mary-
land, and Nashville, Tennessee, and stocked them well with
such merchandise as best suited the needs of the people in

‘these localities.

In 1795 he bought 150 acres of land in the Saltville Valley
for the sum of five hundred pounds, and endeavored to mine
rock salt; but failing in this, he resorted to the evaporation of
salt water in a series of large pots.

He helped to organize and institute the Abingdon Masonic
Lodge in 1796, and its charter was issued the following year.
He married Mary Trigg, an Abingdon girl, in 1799, and built a

‘nice brick house near the courthouse.

He died in 1808 without issue, and was buried in Abingdon.
He owned more than 19000 acres of ground, and it is said that
hls assets amounted to a million dollars. He was generous in
all ‘his attitudes and especially to charitable institutions and
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the needy. He devised $10,000 to the Abingdon Academy, now
William King High School. He bequeathed his property to his
nephew, William King, the son of James, provided he married
a daughter of William Trigg, his brother-in-law; or to a son of
William Trigg, provided he married a daughter of his brother,
James King. Neither of them complied and the estate and
property fell to many heirs.

The original tombstone which marked his grave became
so eroded and weather-worn that in 1912, the William King
High School of Abingdon erected a beautiful monumental shaft
on his burial plot.

Sixty years after his death, the Masonic Lodge of. Saltville
received its charter, and chose to honor this man in its name,
William King Lodge, No. 227, A. F. & A. M.

There were several men known as King of Saltville, and
William King of Saltville. The William King whom the Lodge
honors is known as William King the Elder, beecause he was the
first William King of Saltville. '

The Saltville Kings were of Irish descent and the first im-
migrants lived near Emory. The family was headed by Thomas
King who married Elizabeth Davis, and had at least two sons,
William King the Elder, and James King.

In this line is a William King of Lynchburg who in a letter
to Right Worshipful John R. Mantz, dated July 27, 1942, said
“William King, whom we know as The Elder because of his be-
ing the first of our name in Washington County, was born in
King’s County, Ireland, in 1769, died in 1808 and was buried in
Abingdon. We are the only Kings of that blood here. I am
survivor.” .

INSTITUTION

Details of the history of the beginning of the Lodge are
veiled in antigquity. The first records were either lost or not
preserved, but definitely in 1867 after the cessation of hostili-
ties between the States; Saltville as well as the whole of South-
west Virginia was in the throes of a scarcity of food, clothing,
and housing. The people were rather dubious about rebuild-
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ing, cattle-raising and farming because of the treachery prac-
ticed by certain elements of citizenry, but a few outstanding
men filled with faith, enthusiasm, and civic pride banded them-
selves together for the purpose of rebuilding and establishing
moral stamina and determination in the hearts of its people.

Whence arose the plan of instituting a Masonic Lodge in
Saltville with the idea of cementing together progressive men
of brotherly love and affection, among whom no social dis-
tinctions nor contentions should exist except perhaps that noble
contention or rather emulation of who can best work and best
agree.

The Grand Lodge of Virginia granted a dispensation in
1867, and in 1868 issued a charter to William King Lodge No.
227 empowering it to work with authority. That charter has
proudly adorned the walls of several meeting places and now,
though wrinkled and faded, proudly proclaims its untarnished
authority from the wall of its own magnificent hall in the heart
of Saltville. If was issued by Most Worshipful William Terry,
Grand Master; and Right Worshipful John Dove (M. D.), Grand
Secretary.

The first subordinate officers were S. D. Meek, Worship-
ful Master; William A. Maize, Senior Warden; and James H.
Moore, Junior Warden.

The William King Lodge was organized and chartered in
an upper room of the Worley Musslewhite house, afterwards
known as “The Ark.”

On August 19, 1870, the meeting place was moved to the
office and store building of George W. Palmer with no rental.

On October 5, 1872, the lodge had to surrender this room
because of Mr. Palmer’s need, and the members went back to
the original room in the Worley Musslewhite house. They met
there monthly until October 1881 when they moved into their
own hall at Plasterco. There were only twenty-nine members,
G. V. Mitchell, worshipful master.

In 1880 the Honorable Wyndham Robertson donated to
William King Lodge of Masons a lot eighty by fifty feet on
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which to build a hall, but did not put it in legal form at that
time, and some time after the death of Mr. Robertson, f_che
Lodge endeavored with great difficulty to get the following
agreement legally adopted:

August 24, 1889, in Virginia-Washington County, wit-
nesseth the following:

“I, Worley Musslewhite, a Notary Public in and for
said County, State of Virginia, do certify that Frank

“This agreement made in the year 1880, between Wynd-
ham Robertson, president of the Buena Vista Pl_aster
Company, of Washington County, State of Virginla, of
the first part, and William King Lodge No. 227, A. F.
and A. M. of the second part, witnesseth, that the said
Wyndham Robertson, of the first part, did for. pur-
poses hereinafter named, donate to the said William
King Lodge No. 227 of the second part, a site upon
which to build a Masonic Hall.

“The provisions of this agreement are as follows, viz:

1. The masons were to erect a masonic ledge on the
site donated, at their own expense;

2. The Lodge to be used by said masons, for ma-
sonie purposes only;

3. The Lodge to be sold to said Buena Vista Plas-
ter Company, at actual ecost (wear and tea‘r ex-
cepted), should it or its site become essential 1‘:0
the efficient earrying on of the business of said
Buena Vista Plaster Company;

4. That should said Lodge cease to be used by said
masons for a period of two years, it shall become
the property of said Buena Vista Plaster Com-
pany; . ‘

5. This agreement to begin January 1st, 1880, and
extend for ninety-nine years from that date:

“The above agreement is fully endorsed by the Buena
Vista Plaster Company this 24th day of August, 1889.

Signed: Frank S. Robertson, President
Buena Vista Plaster Company”
“A true copy, Teste, J. W. Wingfield, Secretary, dated
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S. Robertson, President of the Buena Vista Plaster
Company, whose name is signed to the writing here-
with annexed, bearing date of August 24th, 1889, per-
sonally appeared before me in my County and acknowl-
edged the same.

“Given under my hand this 26th day of August,
1889,

Signed: W. Musslewhite, N.P.”

The secretary’s book records the following interesting no-
tation:

“Owing to the severity of the weather and other circum-
stances over which no one had control, owing to the member-
ship of the lodge being scattered or so far separated as to make
it impossible to attend regularly the meetings of the lodge,
there was no meeting held from November 16, 1885, until
March 1, 1886.”

It was not uncommon for the Lodge to suspend operations
during severe winter months.

Saltville began to grow so rapidly after the Mathieson Al-
kali Works took over the salt industry and began the produc-
tion ef alkali products that most of the Lodge members re-

sided near the works; hence it was necessary to again change
the meeting place; and on October 4, 1898, the Lodge moved

back into the Palmer store and office building and met in the
hall leased by the Odd Fellow’s Lodge. The Masons paid
eighteen dollars annually for the privilege of this room with
heat and light. The Pythian Lodge and Junior Order of Amer-
ican Mechanics also used thiz room for their meetings.

The first meeting in this hall was cailed for the purpose
of conferring the master mason degree on W. D. Mount.

In 1901 the meeting place of William King Lodge was again
moved to the site of the Georgia Salt Furnace on the top floor
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of an old salt house that was used for the storage of barrels
and sacks in which salt was shipped. The lower floor wds orig-
inally used for grinding and bagging salt for table use,

W. D. Mount, then manager of Mathieson operations at
Saltville, merits the honor for repairing the building and de-
signing the interior of the hall. J. H. Scott and helpers did the
carpentry. This hall was used exclusively by the masons with
the exception of a period when bunks were allowed to be placed
in the hall to accommodate construction workers.

On May 31, 1895, the master mason degree was conferred on
three candidates. They were first examined on the fellowcraft
degree. J. A. Bate was the last one to receive this degree, and
while waiting, someone told him a fictitious story about riding
an untamed goat in which he was supposed to act dead; other-
wise the goat would get vieious. Bate was so impressed that
during the ceremony, he acted as if he had fainted and gone
into a coma; and efforts to revive him were ineffective. Fin-
ally in desperation, someone sent for Dr. Gammon, who after
careful examination found him in perfect condition and told
him to quit acting. He did, and explained that he was in-
structed before the meeting to put on a fainting act. Dr. Gam-
mon’s bill was one dollar and was paid by R. K. Sanders, whose
lodge account was credited with that amount. George F. At-
kins was acting master during the degree, and did not get home
until about three ¢’clock the next morning.

In 1949 the Mathieson Chemical Corporation donated
through R. B. Worthy, vice-president and manager of Saltville
Operations, two building lots, strategically located in the main
business section of town, on Railroad_Street, for the construc-
tion of a lodge hall. b

The Masons issued bonds and immediately put up a nice
substantial building which not only included the hall, kitchen,
and dining room, but also space for the aufomatic telephone
central, and two offices, on the top floor; and the bottom floor
was divided to accommodate two stores and a work shop.

The altar and pedestals were designed by W. D. Mount
and handmade by J. H. Scott and his cousin, J. C. Scott. De-

(126)

signs on the altar were embossed by Frank Lester (not a
mason} and depicted on the four sides a master mason’s em-
blem, a felloweralt emblem, apprentice emblem, and a large “G”
over a radiating sun. The three pedestals are decorated by a
square, level, and plumb. The piano and American flag were
donated by the Order of the Eastern Star, Chapter No. 95, in-
stituted in 1924, and which subsequently surrendered its char-
ter. The sterecpticon was donated by W. D. Mount. The ash-
lers were made and donated by Henry E. Dixon. Two pictures,
(Masonic emblems and the Lord’s Prayer), were donated by
J. C. Kent.

The photographs which adorn the walls memorialize the
following brethren:

Most Worshipful George Washington; Right Worshipfuls
Joe C. Kent, J. F. Watson, J. L. Early, and John W. Campbell;
and Worshipfuls J. S. Goetchins, T. B. Hobbs, and W. D. Mount.

The other pictures are in honor of the following living past
masters:

Right Worshipfuls W. B, Kent, J. R. Mantz, G. R. Mont-
gomery, and C. D. Shannon; and Worshipfuls George F. At-
kins, C. W. Haynes, L. S. Frye, and G. B. Henderson.

The Masonic Ladies gave a surprise kitchen shower to Wil-
liam King Masonic Lodge on May 23, 1949, at which time about
two hundred -dollars worth of equipment and materials was
presented to the lodge.

* . The membership from 1868 to 1900 averaged about 30; the
smallest membership was 21 in 1872; and the largest 33 in
1889.

From 1900 to 1921, the average was about 60. The small-

est was 39 in 1902, and the largest, 90 in 1921. Since that

time, the membership gradually has grown to 112 in 1954. The
largest enrollment was 113 in 1949.
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Chapter XXXVII

OTHER LODGES

KNIGHTS OF PYTHIANS

Saltville Lodge No. 91, Knights of Pythias, was instituted
about 1896. In 1947, the membership had reached 187.

PYTHIAN SISTERS

Russell Temple 27 of Pythian Sisters was organized and
officers elected and inducted at Saltville on April 3, 1948, with
twenty-seven charter members.

The most excellent chief elected was Mrs. Bill (“Litz”)
Totten.

Other officers elected were Mrs, Eli (“Louella’™) Barbrow,
past chief; Miss Alice Davis, excellent chief junior; Mrs. V. T.
{(“Annie”) Rector, Sr., excellent chief senior; Mrs. Charles
(“Peggy”’) Haynes, honorary past chief; Mrs. Andy (“Goldie”)
Campbell, mistress of records and correspondence; Mrs. Ed
(“Gladys”) French, manager; Mrs, Enoch (“Bertie”) Frye,
pianist; Mrs. Louis G. (“Lockie”) Arnold, Sr., trustee for three
vears; Miss Zella Haynes, protector; Mrs. Hiram R. (“Thelma™)
Henderson, trustee for one year; Miss Mary Frances Grose-
close, mistress of finance and press correspondent; Mrs. Leslie
(**Alice”) Brannon, guard; and Mrs. Pete (“Margaret”) Routh,
trustee for two years.

RED MEN

Long Arrow Tribe, No. 24, Improved Order Red Men was
instituted in July 1907 with 25 charter members. In 1948, the
LO.R.M. had increased to approximately 350.

0.E. S

The Qrder of the Eastern Star No. 151 was instituted June
8, 1958, with forty charter members.

The first officers of this chapter were:
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Worthy Matron, Mrs. Hazel Gentry, Worthy Patron, Roby
Gillenwater; Associate Matron, Mrs. Peggy Haynes; Associate
Patron, Allen L. Frye; Secretary, Mrs. Hazel C. Frye; Treas-
urel;-Mrsi. Elizdbeth *Totfen; Conductéss,) Mrs.iMaxkine. Hendér-
son;- Associate Conductress, Mrs. Della Farris; Chaplain, Mrs.
Carrie Peeples; Marshal, Mrs. sAnnig; B. Rector; iOrganist, Mrs.
Lugille. R, .Asbury,;, Adah, Miss Helen Callihan; Ruth, Mrs.
Dorothy Glllenwatel .Esther, MISS Zella Haynes Martha, Mrs.
Salona Vernon;' Electa, Mrs.' Robbie Rogers Warder, Miss
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Chapter XXXVIII

“SEVERE” JUDGMENT OF MAYORALTY

The act creating Smyth County was passed on February
23, 1832.

In commemoration of the one hundredth anniversary of the
organization of Smyth as a county, the “Centennial celebra-
tion” was had at Saltville in 1932.

Saltville was incorporated by the State Legislature on Feb-
ruary 7, 1896. An act to incorporate the town was approve_cj
March 8, 1894, but for some reason, it was repealed.

The ermorate limits are very extensive and could accom-
modate the population of a large city.

The population of Saltville is as follows, and does not in-
clude Allison Gap, Henrytown, McCready, Quarry, North Hol-
ston, or Plasterco:

1900 1051
1910 1628
1920 2248
1930 2963
1940 2650
1950 3000

Saltville has the mayor-council form of government. The
mayor and six councilmen are elected by popular vote for terms
of two years. Under this plan of town government, the mayor
is the chief executive and official representative of the ecor-
poration, while the eouncil serves in a legislative capacity. Judi-
cial matters are eared for by the mayor and other legally quali-
fied officers.

The first councilmen were C. M. Perry, Worley Mussle-
white, John F. Moore, Dr. George E. Wiley, W. D. Mount, and
Paul C. Landrum.
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The present ones are J. M. Archer, M. L. Bunts, J. W. Sauls,
Dr. R. D. Campbell, W. J. Totten, and C. D. Shannon. A. N.
Hawley is secretary, and N. O. Williams, treasurer.

The following men have served as mayor: Paul Landrum,
T. B. Hobbs, J. 8. Goetchius, M. . Dunham, W. B. Porterfield,
Henry Chapman, P. A. Coverston, and J. Q. Peeples.

Paul Landyrum is remembered as an aged man who rode a
bicycle to and from work. In his latter days, he was permitted
to supplement his salary by empounding stray cows and horses,
and requiring fifty cents for their release. This searching for
loose stock was a daily rovtine, and done on horseback.

T. B. Hobbs was a great and stalwart Christian character,
a constant worker in church and Sunday School. He taught
clasges in singing religious songs in church. As mayor, he
would graciously lecture those who had violated the law, then
pronounce sentence on them. If they were not financially able
to meet small fines, he would accept seript, or “punch-out,” and
in some cases, even lend the amount out of his own pocket.

J. 8. Goetchius, as mayor, was of sterner stuff and de-
lighted to give demands with an air of austerity. His reputa-
tion as a severe judge extends far and wide. It is said that
one of his pet sentences ran something like this: “This is your
first offense and I will be light on you — fifty dollars and
thirty days in jail!”” TUsually the thirty days was reduced to
probation. Mr, Goetchius was greatly loved by all the people
because there was nothing in his make-up that was hidden or
treacherous. His word was reliable.

During his mayoralty, there occurred in the state a hide-
ous crime in which several men tried fo take the law into their
own hands. And in the attempt, several innocent and unarm-
ed men were shot down. The papers were full of the news, pie-
tures portrayed the scene of the trouble, the hunted felons, et
cetera, and talk wag on the lips of everyone. Several men were
holding court, over the dinner table, and trying to suggest a
just punishment for the violators. One suggested tying the
offenders flat on their backs near an ants’ hill, and cutting off
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their eyelids so that they could not be protected against the
noonday sun. Another suggested tearing their limbs from
their bodies by ox teams.

After failure to arrive at a just punishment severe enough
to be commensurate with their crime, a young man in all sin-
cerity said, “None of the suggestions is severe enough! I know
what ought to be done with them — they ought to be taken up
before Goetchius!”

Uniformed police, chief and assistant, maintain order, and
aid in the regulation of traffic both day and might.

The first jail, or “calaboose,” as it was then called, was a
small frame building at the old store. Iron jail cells were used
to confine prisoners, and an open space was used for holding
court and elections.

The second jailhouse was a frame building downtown about
where Joe Vernon’s barber shop is now located.

The third jail location was in the old bowling alley which
was torn down in 1949, after the magnificent Town Hall was
built, which encloses a modern jail that merits Federal ap-
proval. )

The hall, costing about $57,000, is equipped with the mel-
odipus tones of the Westminster Chimes.
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Chapter XXXIX

FIRST SALTVILLE BANK STARTED IN 1903

In 1903 the Saltville Bank, Inc., was started in 2 small room
in the Mathieson Store and occupied the space including the
bay window near the store office. The room had previously
been used as the doctor's office.

The banking business grew by leaps and bounds and in
1918, was converted into the First Naticnal Bank of Saltville.
The business continued to grow, and in 1922 was moved into
its own property across the street — a durable structure of
native sandstone, concrete and steel.

The following men were the first directors: W. W. George,
R. K. Sanders, J. 8. Goetchius, H. L. Morgan, T. W. Buchanan,
J. A. Gollehon, J. M. Gass, W. D. Mount, J. H. Dunkley, T. T.
Taylor, and T. J. Hughes.

The bank feels very keenly its responsibility as custodian
of commercial and savings accounts of the banking public.
Through the years, it has endeavored to render to the best of
its ability a complete and efficient service.

Resources have been adequate to meet the legitimate needs
of the farmer and livestock grower, the merchant, the business
and professicnal man, as well as the individual, for loans to
finance various enterprises on a sound and conservative basis.

Deposits have maintained a relatively high level, which
reflects the activities of our people.

The First National Bank cooperated with the Veterang Ad-
ministration in providing loans for ex-servicemen under the
Service Men’s Readjustment Act, known as the G. I. Bill of
Rights, to obtain a bank lean for the purpose of purchasing a
home or farm, building a home, or to enfer business, at a low
rate of interest and without a cash payment, as the United
States Government guaranteed fifty percent of the loan.
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The bank was active and used its best efforts in promoting
the sale of United States Savings Bonds, successor to War Sav-
ings Bonds, issued and sold during World War II, as being the
safest investment which could be made.

In 1920 the Saltville Savings Bank was opened for business
in the building which served as the D. R. Henderson Funeral
Home, until the latter part of 1950 when they moved into their
establishment on Main Street. The Bank was organized with
75 stockholders and capitalized at $30,000. It grew in business
until its book value had increased more than 40% . But during
the period of depression in 1933, this bank, along with many
other banks over the country, was either hankrupt or being
smothered, so this small bank merged with the First National
Bank of Saltville with very little loss except by the stockhold-
ers.

The first officers were: Dr. T. K. McKee, president; J. S.
Roberts, vice-president; R. M. Shannon, cashier; and Jack Bue-
hanan, assistant cashier,

The Board of Directors was composed of: Dr. T. K. Mc-
Kee, J. 8. Roberts, J. F. Watson, J. R. Perfater, M. S. Dunham,
J. K. Finks, F. B. Henry, J. M. Gass, E. A. Holmes, R. W,
Holmes, G. W. DeBusk, W. W. Buchanan, T. E. King, A, W,
Ristine, R. M. Shannon, and Dr. R. E. Hughes.
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Chapter XL,

POST OFFICE LOCATIONS

The first post office in Saltville was located in the “old
store” building, After the Mathieson Company built the gen-
eral store and office building, the post office was moved to a
small room in the end of the store next to the meat market.
When the postal business grew too large for these small quar-
ters, it was housed in a new building on Main Street, which
was afterward used for the Henderson Funeral Home and a dry
goods store. From there, the post office was put into a new
cinder block building, made by E. A. Hyde, and is now the Mick
or Mack Store.

It then took temporary quarters -in the old bowling alley,
which was subsequently used for a jail and police office. It
was razed in 1951. From there the post office moved to its
present location — a brick building, especially constructed for
a post office.

Those who served as postmasters are John M. Ropp, John
Miller, William King, Alexander McCall, William Brandon, John
Ramage, Thomas Findlay, William King Keirkell, Abram T.
Litchfield, Samuel W. Carnahan, T. L. Preston, John E. Bishop,
Isaac Forkner, Ben K. Buchanan, George W. Palmer, Miss Ma-
ria Palmiter, Joseph Starritt, Verlin M. Scott, T. B. Hobbs, R.
K. Sanders, John H. Scott, J. R, Perfater, William J. Shreeves,
Eugene A, Hyde, Claude T. DeBusk, John R. George, J. Archie
Buchanan, and Troy B. Slate.

The post office has grown to a second class one, and em-
rloys four clerks, in addition to the postmaster.
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Chapter XL1

THE AUTO — AND CATASTROPHE COME
TO EARLY SALTVILLE

The year 1908 saw the first antomobile owned in Saltville

— a two-cylinder Reo roadster with a rumble seat. The noise
of the exhaust could be heard from one end of town to the
other, especially when it was going up Smokey Row Hill. No
wonder the law required a chauffeur to stop his engine, get out
and help lead a horse or team by the machine. This automobile
was owned by W. D. Mount, the manager of the Mathieson
Alkali Works.

One evening Mr. Mount drove from the Plant and stopped
at the post office, which was at that time located in the end of
the store building next to the meat market, though the market
was not built until several years later. On attempting to re-
sume his journey, the engine refused to fire. Since that was
before the day of the self-starter, it had to be cranked by
hand, first by one person, then another. A large erowd gath-
ered and stared with mouths agape, having never seem a car
before, nor were they able to understand how it was kept in
the road. '

One bystander with a deep bass voice and with some de-
gree of excitement and quite a bit of curiosity kept asking the
question, “Whose contraption is that thing 7’

Such questions and comments provoked Mr. Mount and
amused the others. His small son, Blake, would often ask, “Got
any gasoline in the tank?” Finally Mr. Mount, tired and dis-
gusted, looked into the tank and found it empty. After get-
ting gasoline from the drug store, the *“contraption” belched
forth a gust of smoke and barked so loudly and explesively that
the crowd scampered to safetv — some peeping around the
corner of the store building.
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There were no filling stations, and the only supply of gas
was from a barrel kept at the Pharmacy.

Soon after the introduction of this car, Teddy Davies, the
chemical superintendent of the Plant, purchased a four-cylinder
touring car. It was a chain drive and was cranked on the side.
Mr. Davies himself never did learn to drive. He had his plant
process superintendents do his driving — first Bill McCready
and then Jack Bennett.

The car was equipped with acetylene head lamps that had
to be lighted by hand, and regulated by a valve on the tank
clamped on one of the running boards. There were also kero-
sene lamps attached near the edge of the windshield. The
brakeg were on the rear wheels only, and often they were oiled
or greased to keep them from rusting.

Mr. Davies was very generous with his automobile, He
was kind and considerate, of small stature and English descent,
and spoke with a not-easy-to-understand aceent. He would lend
his car to friends and especially to his college-bred plant person-
nel. At times when he needed some of them at the plant and
knew they were out in his car, he would jokingly say, “I hope
it wrecks and kills everybody in it — except Jack Bennett, or
Bill McCready.”

One day in 1909 while riding in the front seat with Jack
Bennett and coming down the road from the Hotel around a
high and solid fence which enclosed the corn cribs and mill, the
car ran into a double team wagon. The tongue struck Mr.
Davies in the mouth and after a few days, hlood poisoning
claimed his life. He was buried in Elizabeth cemetery while
a host of his admiring friends with grief-strickened expres-
sions paid their last respects to the little Englishman.

Subsequent to this catastrophe, automobiles became more

common and their control better managed, and in a short time,

several two-cylinder Maxwell roadsters were traversing Salt-
ville’s bumpy roads. One was owned by Alee Musslewhite, an-
other by Henry A. Miller. Sometimes these cars traveling
slowly down the main sireet of Saltville would not be able to

et out of the ruts te let a2 wapon pass. When they could pull
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out of the road over on the grassy side, they could not .get
started again on account of the small, high pressure, tires
slipping. They would have to be pushed back onto the road.

Next, Fords began to make their appearance and automo-
biles increased in numbers so rapidly that it was necessary ‘Fo
provide gasoline stations and repair shops. The only men lm
that early day who could repair an automobile were t.wo mac}}ln—
ists employed in the Mathieson shop. Jim Feeny did th.e fll‘.“;t
repair work, followed by Walter Sauls who has been in this
business ever since.

The idea of automobile transportation was so magnified
that in a reasonably short time, the great number 0’_f autoryo—
biles owned by Mathieson employees necessitated 1mprovm%
the roads by removing the ruts, bumps, and “thank-you-mams
as well as widening them and providing parking space. Ip the
business section of town, the parking spaces were conveniently
provided by removing the hitching racks? and the old salt ket-
tles that were placed at several points along the road for horses
and cattle to quench their thirst. The livery stable gradually
went out of business, having their teams, buggies, hacks, sur-
ries, and wagons displaced by the automobiles and trucks.
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Chapter XLII

EDUCATION

Education appears to have been of secondary importance

since early settlers encountered many difficulties in procuring
homes for themselves and their children.

The following account of the German immigrants shows
this lack of opportunity for learning:

“For reasons not fully understoed at this day, these colon-
ists failed to secure and bring with them into their new homes
pious and capable pastors and teachers, and for 25 or more
years, religion and education were not only greatly neglected
in these feeble and scattered communities, but were also of-
ten abused, by incapable and immoral, godless leaders.”

A practice common to the early settlers is shown in the
following extract, from the will of Archibald Buchanan, one of
the first settlers in this section:

“I will and devise that my wife and two sons, Alexander
and James Buchanan, shall jointly, as soon as it can be made
convenient after my decease to give my son, Walter Buchanan,
one yvear’s schooling as a compensation in place of any share
in my lands.”

The. first public school in Saltville was held in the Eliza-
beth Church built by Madam Russell soon after her conver-
sion in 1788,

The schooling consisted of not only the three “Rs,” but al-
s0 music and singing of hymns. Rev. William Asbury, a Meth-
odist minister, conducted this very excellent classical school.
It attracted students from other counties who came and board-
ed in the vieinity.

Some of the prosperous families in the early days would
employ tutors for their children. Some of the first preachers
taught community schools.
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A notable teacher of the early days was Master Burns.
tutor in Qeneral Preston’s home at Saltville, where he instruct-
ed the children of Francis Preston and his wife, Sarah Buchanan
Campbell.

The population of Salt Lick at that time was small and the
houses, few and far between. But owing to the abundance of
the mineral resources, salt and gypsum, and the rich soil which
was so conducive to the growth of the grasses, the evidence of
population growth was sure. So, shortly after the War Be-
tween the States, George W. Palmer erected a small frame
school building, between the Palmer Inn and the Union Church,
though the church was not built at that time — 1858. The
building was a small and simple frame structure, built like a
long, one-room shanty. _

In 1876, Mr. Palmer built a substantial schoolhouse of brick
on the east end of Smokey Row. It was spacious and had two
rooms for classes, one large room which could accommodate 75
to 100 students, and a primary room which could accommodate
25 to 50 children. .

In front there were two doors leading into- rather large
entries for coats and hats. A Mr. Hamm taught in. this build-
ing immediately preceding Edward Vertegans.

Mr. Vertegans who was an Englishman, walked very erectly
(he wore a corset), and was always handsomely attired. His
presence demanded attention and admiration. He was, educated
for the ministry, and joined the Holston Conference in 1867. He
served actively until 1875 and was then put on the super-nume
erary list. While pastor he served charges, in addition to Salt-
ville, at Liberty Hill, Tazewell, Jefferson, and perhaps other
places. ' ‘ '

After his ministry and school teaching, he acted as hook-
keeper for the Holston Salt and Plaster Company during their
ownership of the Salt Works.

As a preacher, he was deep and original, but for some
reason, was not entertaining and interesting enough to hold
his audience, and therefore did not possess the art which quali-
fied one as an orator.

(140)

His home was as neat and benevolent as was the man him-
self. It was always tidy and visitors were received with great
jf)y, but he acted as though he was obligated to be busy at all
times; hence his ineptitude in having his guests at perfect
ease. .

In later years, about 1904, the large entries of the old
schoolhouse were used for a few classes taught by some of
the older students,

The principals in this building were as follows:

1878 Hale
Dr. George Vertegans
Fisher — two years

18856 Hands, of North Carolina
Cloyd B. Owens
P. A. “Pete” Scott
Mrs. T. B. Hobhs
J. L. McCarmack

1900 Frank Kelly
1901 R. 8. DeBusk

1902 E. P. Barmore
D. M. Melchior
Mansfields

1905 Dave MeGavock
: J. B. Peery
C. W. Owens

1909 C. E. Anderson
1915 H. L. Crowgey
1919 C. E. Anderson
1930 Ray Buchanan
1944 J. L. Mauck

1948 Ray Buchanan
1951 Alec P. Levicki
1954 Lynn F. Moore
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In 1905, the cornerstone of a brick building in the center
of town was laid by the Masonic Lodge, and Hayvnes Morgan,
Sr., delivered the oration.

Professor Hands, of North Carolina, was principal in 1885,
and for several years, with Miss Jennie Musslewhite as his as-
sistant. She taught the primary grades, and there is one boy
even now who well remembers the good times of those ear 1y
days. He is Alec Morgan, who owns a nice home near the
Methodist Church, and who still drives his favorite and faith-
ful car of a remote vintage.

Then there was another -— the late Walter H. Robertson
__ who served as Judge of the 23rd Judicial Cireuit from-1934
until his death in 1950. As a boy, Walter was. kind and gen-
erous, alert, and a good student, but rather detelmlned He
did not give up easily. When he was about ten years of age,
he wanted and begged for a pony, and his father granted his
desire. Walter was so proud of his heloved pony that he would
continually pet and caress it, and wanted to sleep in the stable
beside it. His mother could hardly get him to come into the
house at meal time or at bedtime. .

Professor McGavock taught the last year in the old school-
house of 1876 and the first vear in the new building which
opened in the fall of 1906.

In 1925 the cornerstone of the high school building was
laid by the Masonic Lodge, and since that time additional rooms
have been built on the south corner, and a frame building erect-
ed to the south of the first building. In all, the four buildings
accommodate about 25 teachers.and 800 pupils.

A seventeen-acre tract of land hds- been set aside for a
new school building, the construetion of which got underway
this summer.

Through the years, Saltville High School has maintained a
high scholastic standard, and its graduates have done well in
college and business.

Saltville School has been accredited by the State Depart-
ment of Education since 1914. It is also a member of the
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Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, which
is the largest a_ccreditation agency to be obtained in Virginia.

From the first footprints impressed upon the virgin soil
of this commodious town, there has been the endeavor of the
citizenry to not only advance their own comfort, but to pre-
pare for the tender footsteps of the children following. There
is now a twelve-grade system in the school, with a broad pro-
gram of offering.

In 1937, the Commercial Department was installed, consist-
ing of shorthand, typing, commercial law, business arithmetic,
business English and comptometry. Two years later, those stu-
dents interested in a business career, and whose grades were a
little above the average, enrolled for the commercial course in
their junior year. If, at the end of his junior year, the student
decides to discontinue his shorthand, he receives no credit to-
ward graduation; however, if he completes two years of the
subject, he receives two credits.

In the. past, many commercial graduates have secured
stenographic and secretarial positions with wvarious local busi-
ness establishments.

For the recognition of those students who have maintained
exceptionally high grades in their academic studies, and who
have desirable character traits in their daily school life, Salt-
ville School has organized and maintained a local chapter in the
National Beta Club which functions for the purpose of encour-
aging high scholastic achievement and good citizenship.

Membership is open to juniors and seniors who have main-
tained an average of 8% or above, and who show traits of
character such as trustworthiness, leadership, achievement,
service, and co-operation. Invitations to membership are is-
sued in the fall of each year, and the members of the society
plan several activities for the intake of the new members. There
is an initiation for three days in which no hazing is permitted.
Following this, there is a candle-light service in which the new
members are presented their certificates of membership and
their pins. When a student is graduated, he has a gold seal
placed on his diploma to show that he is a member of the

.society, and this is his final award from the chapter.
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Today, when all the colleges are training their students to
become future teachers, Saltville has been selected as the Train-
ing School for such students from Emory and Henry Coliege.
The students from Emory who are interested in becoming teach-
ers come to the school and spend a period of eight weeks ob-
serving and working in the grade in which they have decided
they wish to teach.

They do guite a bit of actual teaching, thus making it pos-
sible for the room teacher to do individual work with the pu-
pils, and attend to the many other duties that must arise dur-
ing the school day. Each eight weeks, a new group comes to
work and learns just what school life is like.

The grade school music department has its beginning in
the first grade where the children learn to enjoy the singing
of beautiful folk songs and melodies by rote or the imitation
method. A Junior Chorus composed of the outstanding sixth
and seventh grade music students has been established.

The High School Mixed Chorus was established in 1947
and is slowly mastering the very necessary fundamentals. The
Instrumental Music Department finds its background in the
grade music program. If a child cannot sing well, he has great
difficulty in learning to play an instrument. . A pre-band group
starts in the fourth grades, with these boys aind girls learning
to play a small inexpensive instrument called the Tonnette..
Then by the following year, these boys and girls are ready to

do a fine job on a real instrument. Luroy Krumweide is leader .

of the Saltville School Band which is presently a sixty-piece
bhand. ' _'

In addition to the school music program, private piano in-
struction is available to most students interested. Miss Mar-
garet Williams has a large group of boys and girls who are
taking advantage of this fine opportunity. Several recitals
are planned and presented each year, and they provide much
pleasure and enjoyment for the community.

Perhaps a German named Aaron Palferras who taught mu-
sic to the Preston children in General Francis Preston’s house-
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hold at Saltville was the first music teacher of record in Smyth
County.

The young German, when vigiting in England, went on a
drinking spree one night with a party of gay young women;
and when he sobered up the next day was horrified to find
himself legally married. He ran off to Liverpool and boarded
the first ship to America.

. Not h.aving any money, he was sold in Philadelphia to the
hfghest bidder, being bound to serve the master who bought
him for & period of many years to pay the cost of his passage.

Francis Preston was in Philadelphia at the time and, struck
by the young German’s appearance, bought him. Finding his
s‘.ervant to be an educated gentleman and an accomplished mus'-
cian, he assigned him the task of teaching music in the fam-
ily. When the teacher’s term of service had expired, he con-
tinued to live in the Preston home on the basis of a friend
and equal until he learned that his wife was dead; and then
he returned to Germany.

Saltville has always cared well for the education of her
colored population at a very high per capita cost. A separate
school is provided for the elementary children, and the high
school is transported to Carnegie High School in Marion. \

Members of the Saltville School Board are elected by the
Town Council every four years, and they can succeed them-
selves. The present members are R. B. Worthy, clerk; Dr.
T. K. McKee, and H. L. Craft; and John Morgan acts as secre-
tary to the School Boeard.

Under the local school board, an unusual amount of finan-
cial support has been provided by the town. It now amounts to
several thousand dollars in a school budget of approximately
$100,000.
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Chapter XLIII

SCHOOL FOOTBALL AND HOMECOMING

Homecoming is a gala occasion for the Town as well as

school each year in the fall. This was begun in 1948, and in-
terest has grown until it is not only “Homecoming Day,” but
a week of reunion and good times.

Realizing a complete and well-rounded inter-high school
athletic program is a vital part of education, Saltville School
offers such a program the school year round. In the fall, a
nine-game football schedule takes the high-light and becomes
the topic of conversation on every pupil’s lips. Each game be-
comes more discussed as the season goes by.

Saltville has always been proud of the football teams pro-
duced down through the years. Qaltville football had its be-
ginning in the fall of 1920. Mr. A. F. Crowell was the first
coach. Twelve boys turned out one autumn day and the sched-
ule consisted of four games. Two with the Emory and Henry
Junior Varsity and two with Virginia High School of Bristol.
It may be interesting to name the members of that first squad.

Captained by Turk Warren at right half, it consisted of
such standouts as James Farris, Neal Bunts, Frank Bennett,
Otis Coe, Wesley McCready, Charles Wilder, Clarence Gillen-
water, and John Wilder.

The scores for that year were:

Emory and Henry 42; Saltville 0
Virginia Hi 7% Saltville 0
Virginia Hi 18; Saltville 0
Emory and Henry 57; Saltville 0
From this humble beginning, football at Saltville High grew
in stature until in the fall of 1929, Coach Ray Buchanan un-
leashed a juggernaut Shaker team which prowled the gridirons
of Southwest Virginia for two years, crushing sixteen oppon-
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ents 1.)y overwhglming scores, and the total points scored by
opposing teams In those two years was 0. This period was cli-
maxed by a thrilling battle with Marion, and the championship

of Southwest Virginia was at stake. The sc
was Saltville 6; Marion 0. ore of that game

Again in 1934, a mighty rumbling was heard and Coach
J. 'Leonayd Mauck turned loose another mighty Saltville Ma-
chine which roamed the Shenandeah Valley for three years and
when the smoke of battle had died, the results were:

Games won 27; games lost 0; games tied 1.

A fine Coe_burn team tied Saitville in the 26th game of this
three.-year period 19 to 19, but one week later, the season clos-
ed with a crushing 59 to 0 defeat of Marion.

For the overall period from 1920 to 195 i
record is as follows: o 0, the Saltville

Game wWon ..o 150
Games lost ..o, 73
Games tied .veevrreene 21
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Chapter XLIV

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Recreation was quite limited in the early days of Saltville,
because most of the education of the children was carried on
in the home rather than in the public school. Perhaps the most
joyful, gay, and frolicsome part of the year iwas the Christ-
mas season at which time parents joined with their children in
the holiday celebration. The men laid aside most of their work
during Christmas week in order to have ample time to cele-
brate. The conventional tiddle and banjo were always the lead-
ing musical instruments, though the mouth harp and accordion
were at times added.

When snow covered the ground, which desire most of us
still have every Christmas Eve, sled rides were the order of
the night. Horse-drawn sleds, on which was well hedded a
heavy mat of hay or straw, blankets, or sheep skins, and some-
times a bear skin, added to the comfort of the boys and girls
who crowded onto the sleds that were going nowhere in parti-
cular, but always coming back during the late hours of the

night or the wee hours of the morning.

Rattling chains and a small bell were tied to the harness
to provide the sleigh bell music and enhance the Christmas
spirit. The big bell, used to call men from the field to dinner,
was attached to the front of the sled, and occasionally it would
be struck to emphasize the jollity of the hilaricus merry-mak-
ers. Too, it was used fo notify neighbors of their approach
so they would join the jovial crowd.

Eats were enjoyed but singing and tall story-telling oc-
cupied prominent positions.

Christmas morning was just as anxiously awaited and as
enthusiastically greeted as any other in subsequent years. Trees
with lighted candles were too dangerous, so the children placed
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chairs against the wall, labeled with individual names, so Santa
could leave the presents in the right places.

Usually the presents consisted of striped stick candy
oranges, dried figs, nuts, and the major presents which mighig
be a rag doll, handkerchief, and sometimes, a pony, shote, or
lamb. Trinkets were swapped, then as now, with one anotirler
bL}t not untii Christmas morning when they were exchanged’
with exulting joy as the older ones played and sang Christmas
carols. The religious atmosphere was always' paramount in the
heart and mind of those early celebrants, with songs and pray-
ers of thanksgiving every day.

The men and boys would hunt during the day for Christ-
mas meat — the men with guns and the boys with traps. Some-
times the girls would try their hand at trapping wild turkeys
Cf)ops were made of poles and placed on the side of the woode&
hills so that turkeys picking up a line of corn or wheat would
wa]_k up under the coop, but after eating the grain, would raise
their heads higher than the hole through which they entered
Sometimes several turkeys would be trapped together in thé
same coop. Deer were hunted for both the sport and the veni-
son, bu‘_c bears were generally hunted to stop the marauding
anlma‘l in his devastating inroad on the small animals and the
bee hives. Too, bear meat was not bad, and the skin, when
properly tanned, or tawed, was considered as an emb’lem of
honor and valor, prized alongside that of school diplomas.

The animals were cleaned, cut up and salted by the men;

then the women took over ti invitat] .
sounded. ver till the 1nv1tatloy of the dinner gong

e fhnstmas dinner was enjoyed every day during Christmas

In recent years, children '
. '8, and youn eopl ici-
pated in other activities, such as swimfﬁinlfq. ple have partic

The swimming pool was built in 1943 i
\ . Named in memor
fc)f Hardy Roberts, an outstanding athlete who was killed ir};
'1.'19 Solomon Islands.while serving with the United States Ma-
rine Corps, the pool is perhaps unlike any other in the world.
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It is a salt water pool. The water is over 25 percent salt
and as it is impossible to sink, countless numbers of children
have taught themselves to swim.

Of great interest to the boys was the Baseball School held
in Saltville for the neighboring communities during August
1946 by the famous Connie Mack.

A public athletic field of five acres is used by the commun-
ity for outdoor sports.

For many years, the meadow in front of the Old Hotel
was used as the ball field and a small section of bleachers seat-
ing about one hundred and fifty people was installed there.

In 1920, Edwin M, Allen suggested that a new field more
centrally located be laid out and authorized the building of a
grandstand. A spot, just south of the brine reservoir, was de-
cided upon, a diamond laid out, and a grandstand seating about
400 people was built. Saltville is very proud of her ball field,
and it is much frequented during the summer anid antumn sea-
S0NSs.

Lights were added to the ball park for night baseball and
football in the year 1948. The whole athletic plant received
an overhauling with new fences built, and new bleachers in-
stalled. .

‘Raseball is unquestionably the leading gport in Saltville.
One reason for the popularity of the national game here at
Saltville is the interest that everyone takes in the inter-county
“Burley Belt” League.

During the life of the league, from about 1918 but not
then named “Burley Belt,” Saltville has been a contender for
first place.

A nine-hole golf course is located near the town. The bus-
iness and professional men of Qaltville and Plasterco are the
most frequent visitors to the links.

Another type of entertainment which appeals to some peo-
ple more than athletics is the theater.
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'}‘he Saltville Amusement Company, with A. H. Finks as
president; E. C. Scott, vice-president; and Miss Annie L. Boyd
secret:etry and treasurer, opened a handsome new theatexi abcv)ui;
1922 in a prominent location just opposite the Mathieson Gen-
eral Store and next to the First National Bank.

The new “Salt” Theater was built in 194 i
8 .
Street near the Masonic Hall. on Railroad
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Chapter XLV

SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

On July 1, 1942, the merchants and business men of the
town met at luncheon in Hotel Saltville for the purpose of pro-
moting the sale of War Bonds under the caption, “Retailers for
Victory.” Enthusiasm and success was S0 good at a few of
such meetings that the need of a service club was apparent.
Several clubs were considered, but before deciding upon one, the
Marion Kiwanis Club invited several prominent men of Salt-
ville to visit them. Those who attended were Clyde Crafts, Hed-
ley Craft, D. R. Henderson, Archie Buchanan, Ray Buchanan,
Charles Wiley, Jdr., and Dr. J. A. Soyars.

On September 26, these men met and discussed the pros
and cons of organizing a Kiwanis Club for Saltville. Many
things, of course, had to be thrashed out, one of which was a
place to meet and eat. Mrs. J. M. Archer, proprietress of Hotel
Saltville, came to their relief and thereby became-the first lady
Kiwanian.

Forty-five men attended an organizational meeting on
Thursday, October 29, 1942, and with two men who could not
be present at this time, became the Charter members.

The first regular weekly meeting was held on November
5, 1942, with members of the Marion Club giving a model pro-
gram, with W. A. Wolfe acting as chairman.

The charter presentation program. was held on December
10, with Dr. Zinn, of Baltimore, Governor of the Capital Dis-
trict, presiding. The Marion Club gave the bell and gavel,
and the Capital District gave the banner. The Roanoke Club
donated the American Flag, and Dr. Zinn personally gave the
guest register. The baby club yawned and stretched the first
year and continued to grow until maturity was attained.

Some achievements have been as follows: conducted the
Second and Third War Loan drives; sent cigarettes to service
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_ Officers elected by the board included R. B. Worthy, pres-
ident; L. D. Bradt, vice-president and campaign manager; Miss
Eula Lee Haynes, secretary; and N. Q. Williams, treasurer.
The local chest affiliated with the national organization in
crder to benefit from the services offered by it.

The chest has made marked progress from year to year,
and strong efforts are being made to bring all fund drives into
the chest. ‘

A gljo_up of leading citizens organized the Saltville Associat-
ed Charities at a mass meeting held in the Methodist church
on February 5, 1922. QOfficers elected were:

W. B. Porterfield, chairman; R: M. Shannon, secretary-
treasurer; Dr. J. L. Early, Dr. T. K. McKee, Rev. W. M. Bunts,
J. C. Kent, and M. 8. Dunham, relief committee.

Over this period of years, the chief contributors have heen
the elfnployees of Mathieson Chemical Corporation and the cor-
porat101_1 itself. During the depression years, approximately $4,-
000 per year was made available to the needy in and aroun,d
Saltville.

For many years Christmas baskets have been provided for

;hedneedy. The baskets contained meats, flour, meal, and other
oods.

Saltville Associated Charities is no
w a membe
the Community Chest. r group of

The American Legion Post No. 334 has completed a two-
story st.ructure, valued at $40,000, near the Town Hall. J. P.
Arnold is post commander; and the membership is about 250.

'The jfirst Saltville Troop of Boy Scouts of America was or-
ganized in August 1917, with C. E. Wiley, J. F. Watson and
J. Ht Mahaney as troop committee, with A. F. Crowell as scout-
master.

The troop was highly commended b i
. . y President Woodrow
Wilson in October 1920 because one of its members, Clarence
Arnette, secured more subscriptions for Thrift and War Sav-
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The chief :activity, of .the .groupis.the welfare: .ofi‘the un-
der-privileged children, prov1d1ng glasses and glvmg medlcal
attention to:them. ..: 7 = PR Poriun

The club’ meets on thé fiist and thlrd Mondays at 6! 30 P m.
around the banquet‘ faple, usually in’ thc d1n‘mg room of ‘the
William -King - Masonic--Hall: G deeiin ol

Tha Saltville ‘Chamber’ of' Commerce was orgamzed in July
1949 with such able leadership as C. D. Shannon, presidént; 'W.

. A. Crafts, first-vice-president; . J.: M- Little;-second: av1ce-pre51—

dent;. Milton' Smith,:secretary; and: W..J. Totten, treasureriu
Several projects have’ been successfu]ly attained” by ‘the

Chamber, one of which is the: street) decorating. at .Christmas-

time. .This projéct is‘financed by the-local: shusinéss-men with
the entire program handled by . the. retail merchantsicommittee.
The street hghts, msta]led in the fall of 1950, and the fronts

'of the stores are draped Wlth laurel garlands and colored llghts

A Chnstmas tree 1s erected at the’ Town Ball, and carols are
amphf1ed over'a w1de ter1 1tory durmv the week before Chr1st-

‘mas. The ‘Chamber sponsors a’ da1lv Fadio proglam over

WMEYV, Marion, using much of the talent of the Saltville
youth -that:has heretofore -been- bur1ed

The” Saltville’ Community Chest assumed all the functlons
of such an organization in September 1949. meatlon of ‘the
chest was recommended for the: following -reasons:

(1) To substitute one campaign for'a’ half dozen:”

(2) To pomt out the ‘total loca] charlty load. -

(3) To afford some measure of local cont1 ol of distr 1but10n
of funds.

4) To ehmmate qucstlonable sol1c1tat1ons

' Durmg tl1e 1n1t1al year, funds were allotted in accordance
‘with the budget pius a tew add1t1onal 1cquests which were met
from the contmgent portion of the pbudget. The original board
of directors weré R. B. Worthy, L. D. Bradt, R. M. Polstra, Guy
Clear,” C H. Boﬁrdwme R. L. Warren, N.:O: Wllhams Mrs. J.

H. Moore, and “Migs ‘Eula Lee Haynes.
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men; sponsored a Victory Garden Contest; made donations to
Red Cross and War Fund; paid transportation expenses of sev-
eral trips for the Boy Scouts and older scouts, called the “Ex-
plorer Troop™; started the meetings to organize the Commun-
rty Chest; promulgated a campaign of ‘“Keeping America Amer-
lcan” by educating the public in the fundamental rights of
11berty, enterprise, and opportunity; supported the churches in
trymg to increase attendance; provided lunches, hooks, cloth-
ing, teeth care and tonsillectomies for under-privileged school
children; equipped and supervised the summer playground;
-Eondjuctedd the campaign and bought uniforms for the school
and; and was instrumental i i Y i ini
T e al in getting the orthopedic clinic

This elinic was first in the Masonic Hall building and af-
terwards transferred to the new McKee Hospital. The club also
‘bought equipment and a large plate glass mirror for these cr1p-
pled children.

_ The f1rst officers were Clyde Crafts, president; Dr. J. A.
Soyars, first \.r1ce-president; R. M. Buehanan, second vice-presi-
dent; C. E. Wiley, Jr., secrefary; and J. Archie Buchanan, treas-
urer.

It l.nay be said that charitable organizations are born of
El;ebethmal teachings of the church; hence the birth of a Lions
‘Club.

The Saltville-Rich Valley Lions Club was organized June 7
1950, -at a meeting at the First Christian Church, with a mem:
bershlp of twenty-seven men living in this area. The first of-
ficers of the organization were:

Johrl Booth, president; J. M. Pratt, first vice-president;
Roby Gillenwater, second vice-president; Frank B. Sanders,
third vice-president; Early Callihan, secretary-treasurer Troy

.Slate, tail twister; and Bill Henderson, lion tamer.

The original Board of Directors included Rev. O. L
] . O. Lee Step-
henson, Bill Hayden, Graham S. Buchanan, Jr., and C. D. Shai-

non.
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